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AUSTRALIA 


AUSTRALIANS  SAID  TO  BE  TRAINING  PHILIPPINE  GUERRILLAS 


Sydney  THE  SYDNEY  MORNING  HERALD  in  English  16  Apr  82  p  10 


[Text]  Australian  and  British  mer- 

cenararies  are  reported  to  be  '! 
training  Filipino  Moslem  guer¬ 
illas  in  secret  jungle  camps  in 
Malaysia.  -  < 

According  to  the  guerilla  com¬ 
manders,  British  and  Australian 
mercenaries,  including  former 
members  of  the  elite  Special  Air 
Services  Regiment  (SAS)-  were  paid  ? 
to  instruct  them  on  the  latest  - 
jungle  warfare  techniques.  * 

The  camps  are  said  to  have  been  1 
financed;  and  organised  by  the 
Libyan  leader.  Colonel  Gaddafi.  j 
The  claim  is  made  on  the  Nine  3 
network’s  current  affairs  program  ■ 
Sixty  Minutes,  in  a  stbiy  to  be  5 
broadcast  on  Sunday.  "  "i 

Senior  commanders  from  1  the 
Moro  National  Liberation  Front 
(MNLF)  rf>ld  Sixty  Minutes  they i 
had  speftt  up  to  two  months  in 
jingle  camos  in-  Sabah.  .  r„ 

A  spokesman  for  the  Malaysian 
High .  Commission  in  Canberra  de-  j 
nied  the  existence  of  the  camps  1 
and  any  official  Sabah  Govern*  ; 
ment  connection  with  the  Moslem 
rebels*  •  .  •  • 

*  The  MNLF  commanders  also 
told.  Sixty  Minutes  they  were  re¬ 
ceiving  armed  support  and  training 
from  the  Palestine  Liberation  ? 
Organisaion.  ’ 

Arms  and  ammunition  including 
the  latest-  American  and  Soviet 
automatic  weapons,  rocket-prop- 
r  elied  grenades,,  and  anti-tank  and  J 


"anti-personnel  mines  had  also  been 
supplied  by  independent  arms  deal¬ 
ers.  _ 4 

MNLF  leaders  told  Sixty  Mm-  i 
utes  some  of  their  most  recent  1. 
arms  had  come  directly  from  t 
Philippines  Army  arsenals,  paid  for  •: 
through  corrupt  senior  officers  in 
Manila. 

The  MNLF  is  demanding  an  au¬ 
tonomous  Islamic  homeland  for 
the  13  essentially  Moslem  prov¬ 
inces  in  the  southern  Phil^pines.  -  l 

They  want  their  own  Islamic 
government,  their  own  Islamic 
legal  system,  the  shariah,  and  a 
Moslem  education  system. 

:  They  want  a  Moslem  self- 
defence  force  to  replace  the 
Christian-dominated  Philippines . 
Army  divisions  which  they  blame 
for  much  of  the  trouble  in  the  Is¬ 
lamic  strongholds.  . 

«  Over  .  400  senior  MNLF  com¬ 
manders  gathered  at  the  Mindanao 
meeting,  which  may  mark  a  sig¬ 
nificant  turning  point  in  the  course 
of  the  Moro  . struggle. 

In  a  unanimous  vote,  the  com¬ 
manders,  from  80  per  cent  of  the 
fishting  units  throughout  the 
•  southern  Philippines,  voted  to  re¬ 
ject  the  radical  hard-line  policies 
on  complete  Moslem  autonomy 
sought  by  -the  front’s  Marxist 
chairman  Nur  Misurari,  now  in  his 
eighth  year  of  exile  in  Libya:" 

The  meeting  voted  to  embrace 
the  ‘‘reformist”  policies  advocated 
bv  Misuari’s  former  deputy  leader,^ 
Dimas  Fundato,  now  in  exile 
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BRIEFS 

OMEGA  STATION  OPERATIONS— The  Victorian  Government  says  it  wants  to  stop  the 
operation  of  the  Omega  Navigation  Station  in  the  southeast  of  the  state.  A 
resolution  passed  by  the  Victorian  branch  of  the  Labor  Party  calls  on  the 
state  government  to  stop  the  supply  of  electricity  and  water  to  the  joint 
Australian-American  base.  However,  if  the  state  labor  government  took  such 
action,  it  would  be  in  contravention  of  the  federal  labor  party's  policy  on 
the  issue.  A  Victorian  Government  spokesman  said  the  state  branch  would  be 
seeking  the  support  of  the  national  labor  conference  in  July  to  deny  services 
to  the  station.  The  Omega  station,  expected  to  go  into  operation  shortly,  is 
part  of  a  worldwide  American  communications  system.  [Text]  [BK201440 
Melbourne  Overseas  Service  in  English  0830  GMT  20  May  82] 

STRONGER  WEST  SUPPORT  FOR  BRITAIN — The  Prime  Minister  Mr  Fraser,  has  called  for 
stronger  support  for  Britain  in  the  Falkland  Island  conflict  with  Argentina. 
However,  he  has  dismissed  as  long  way  off  any  suggestion  of  military  aid  from 
Australia.  Mr  Fraser,  describing  the  extension  by  7  days  of  European  community 
sanctions  against  Argentina  as  weak,  said  the  West  needed  to  be  more  supportive 
towards  Britain.  He  said  if  aggression  was  allowed  to  succeed  it  will  have 
grave  and  serious  consequences  for  the  Western  alliances.  Earlier,  Mr  Fraser 
held  talks  in  Ottawa  with  the  Canadian  Prime  Minister,  Mr  Trudeau.  The  main  . 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  outline  the  Australian  plan  for  economic  reform 
which  the  prime  minister  hopes  will  be  considered  at  an  economic  summit  in 
Versailles  next  month.  The  plan  includes  the  holding  of  tariffs  at  present 
levels,  a  ban  on  new  protection  measures,  and  a  gradual  phasing  out  of  export 
incentives.  After  the  meeting,  the  Australian  leader  said  Mr  Trudeau  saw  the 
main  problem  to  the  proposals  as  the  political  difficulties  in  winding  back 
protection.  Mr  Fraser  has  already  outlined  the  scheme  to  President  Reagan  and 
is  flying  to  Tokyo  for  talks  with  the  Japanese  prime  minister,  Mr  Suzuki,  who 
will  also  attend  the  Versailles  Summit.  [Text]  [BK200927  Melbourne  Overseas 
Service  in  English  0830  GMT  20  May  82] 

ECONOMIC  SANCTIONS  AGAINST  USSR— The  prime  minister,  Mr  Fraser,  has  called  on 
Western  nations  to  impose  economic  sanctions  against  the  Soviet  Union  as  a 
way  of  reducing  its  conventional  arms  advantage  and  he  argued  that  economic 
sanctions  would  help  create  a  more  stable  strategic  balance.  Mr  Fraser  also 
said  that  the  NATO  alliance  could  be  endangered  if  its  members  failed  to  give 
Britain  their  full  support  in  the  conflict  with  Argentina  over  the  Falkland 
Islands.  He  said  the  conflict  had  to  be  resolved  in  a  way  that  was  satisfactory 
for  Britain.  A  radio  Australia  reporter  travelling  with  Mr  Fraser  says  the 
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prime  minister's  call  for  sanctions  against  the  Soviet  Union  is  likely  to  cause 
a  clash  with  the  Canadian  prime  minister,  Mr  Trudeau.  The  Australian  prime 
minister  is  due  to  hold  talks  in  Ottawa  with  Mr  Trudeau  tomorrow.  The  Canadian 
leader  has  been  quoted  by  the  WASHINGTON  POST  as  saying  that  he  is  not  impressed 
by  arguments  linking  East-West  trade  and  arms  control  to  Soviet  behavior  on 
political  questions.  After  his  visit  to  Canada,  Mr  Fraser  will  go  to  Japan  and 
South  Korea.  [Text]  [BK190925  Melbourne  Overseas  Service  in  English  0830  GMT 

19  May  82] 

FRASER  COMMENTS  ON  REAGAN  TALKS— Australia's  Prime  Minister  Mr  Fraser  says 
President  Reagan  has  described  his  plan  for  helping  the  economies  of  the  Western 
world  as  very  interesting  and  very  constructive.  Speaking  at  a  news  conference 
in  Washington  after  a  50— minute  meeting  with  President  Reagan,  Mr  Fraser  said 
he  had  come  away  with  the  impression  that  the  president  agreed  with  the  under¬ 
lying  principles  of  his  plan.  Mr  Fraser  also  said  the  idea  would  be  brought 
up  at  the  summit  meeting  at  Versailles  in  France  next  month  of  the  West's 
seven  major  economic  powers.  President  Reagan  had  indicated  that  he  would  make 
sure  the  Australian  initiative  was  represented  at  the  summit.  The  plan  has 
three  points:  A  standstill  on  present  levels  of  tariff  protection  with  all 
countries  agreeing  not  to  introduce  new  protective  devices;  a  commitment  to 
reduce  the  protective  barriers  over  a  number  of  years  using  the  mechanism  of 
the  general  agreement  on  tariff  and  trade — GATT;  and  agreement  not  to  introduce 
new  or  increased  export  incentives  but  to  reduce  all  forms  of  existing  incen¬ 
tives  and  subsidies  over  5  years.  Mr  Fraser  said  that  if  there  could  be  a 
commitment  to  these  proposals  at  the  Versailles  they  would  contribute  to  a  rise 
in  living  standards  and  increased  trade.  The  prime  minister,  who  is  also  to 
visit  Canada,  Japan  and  South  Korea,  will  put  his  plans  to  the  leaders  of  the 
three  countries  before  he  returns  to  Australia.  In  Canberra,  senior  government 
ministers  have  been  holding  a  series  of  meetings  with  industry  representatives 
to  explain  Mr  Fraser's  proposals.  [Text]  [BK181114  Melbourne  Overseas  Service 
in  English  0830  GMT  18  May  82] 

VISIT  BY  FIJI'S  RATU  MARA— Fiji  Prime  Minister  Ratu  Sir  Kami sese  Mara  has 
called  for  Australia  to  give  particular  understanding  to  the  goals  and  aspira¬ 
tions  of  its  smaller  neighbors.  Speaking  in  Canberra,  Ratu  Mara  said  there 
was  a  danger  of  smaller  countries  in  the  Pacific  becoming  too  dependent  on  the 
aid  of  their  larger  neighbors,  such  as  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  Earlier, 

Prime  Minister  Fraser  assured  Ratu  Mara  that  moves  for  closer  economic  ties 
between  Australia  and  New  Zealand  would  not  harm  the  (Spartica)  trade  agreement. 
Under  the  agreement  a  wide  range  of  goods  from  member  countries  of  the  South 
Pacific  forum  are  given  duty  free  access  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  A 
spokesman  for  Ratu  Mara  said  his  2-day  trip  to  Australia  was  proof  of  the  two 
countries  excellent  relations  and  had  included  Australian  reassurance  to  con¬ 
tinuing  close  ties.  The  spokesman  added  that  Australia  had  looked  with  sympa¬ 
thy  at  all  Fiji's  problems  and  views,  including  the  Fijian  ban  on  nuclear 
powered  ships  linked  with  opposition  to  French  nuclear  testing  in  the  Pacific. 
Ratu  Mara  has  now  returned  to  Fiji.  [Text]  [BK161134  Melbourne  Overseas 
Service  in  English  0830  GMT  16  May  82] 

ROLE  OF  MIDDLE  POWERS— The  foreign  affairs  minister,  Mr  Street,  has  stressed 
the  role  of  middle  powers  in  world  affairs.  He  has  told  the  conference  of 
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the  Australian  institute  of  international  affairs  in  Sydney  that  through  the 
exercise  of  quiet  accommodation  and  patient  negotiation  middle  powers  can  some¬ 
times  be  more  effective  than  superpowers.  Mr  Street  said  that  as  a  middle 
power  closely  linked  to  both  the  Western  alliance  and  the  third  wo rkd,  Aus¬ 
tralia  was  better  placed  than  the  United  States  to  help  fashion  policies  that 
would  deny  the  Soviet  Union  access  to  influence  in  the  Southwest  Pacific.  He 
said  Australia's  special  position  also  allowed  it  to  see  clearly  the  funda¬ 
mental  importance  of  breaking  the  current  impasse  in  the  dialogue  between 
developing  and  developed  nations.  Mr  Street  said  the  growing  relevance  of 
middle  powers  did  not  diminish  America's  right  of  action  as  a  superpower.  But 
he  said  exercise  of  this  right  needed  more  sensitivity  than  ever  before  to  the 
perspectives  of  lesser  powers.  [Text]  [BK141307  Melbourne  Overseas  Service 
in  English  1130  GMT  14  May  82] 

FRASER  ECONOMIC  PLAN  CRITICIZED— The  federal  opposition  has  attacked  Prime 
Minister  Fraser  over  his  intention  to  put  forward  in  talks  with  President 
Reagan  proposals  to  aid  the  world  economy.  The  labor  opposition  spokesman  on 
economics,  Mr  Willis,  said  today  that  any  proposal  by  Mr  Fraser  for  world 
economic  recovery  would  be  no  more  than  hollow  posturing.  He  claimed  that 
Australia's  economic  performance  under  the  Fraser  government  had  been  much 
worse  than  that  of  other  industralized  countries.  Mr  Fraser,  speaking  to  re¬ 
porters  in  Washington,  has  again  described  his  proposals  as  an  imaginative, 
new  initiative  but  one  which  Australia  or  any  other  country  could  not  implement 
unilaterally.  However,  he  said  that  if  the  seven  major  Western  economic 
powers  meeting  at  Versailles  early  next  month  committed  themselves  to  the 
Australian  plan,  there  could  be  an  increase  in  world  trade  and  production  and 
reduction  in  inflation  and  unemployment.  It's  understood  that  Mr  Fraser's 
proposals  include  a  call  for  a  moratorium  on  rising  international  protectionism 
and  a  gradual  lowering  of  trade  barriers..  After  his  talks  in  Washington,  the 
prime  minister  will  visit  Canada,  Japan  and  South  Korea.  [Text]  [BK171008 
Melbourne  Overseas  Service  in  English  0830  GMT  17  May  82] 

EVIDENCE  HEARD  ON  EAST  TIMOR— iThe  former  labor  prime  minister,  Mr  Whitlam,  has 
told  a  senate  committee  in  Sydney  that  there  is  no  famine  in  East  Timor.  Mr 
Whitlam  was  giving  evidence^  to  the  senate  standing  committee  on  foreign  affairs 
and  defense.  The  committee  started  hearings  today  of  the  human  rights  in  East 
Timor  and  the  role  of  the  United  Nations  in  a  dispute  over  the  legality  of 
Indonesia's  incorporation  of  the  former  Portuguese  colony  in  1975.  Mr  Whitlam 
said  that  during  a  visit  to  East  Timor  earlier  this  year,  he  saw  no  evidence 
of  famine  and  ino  security  problems.  [Text]  [BK141035  Melbourne  Overseas 
Service  in  English  0830  GMT  14  May  82] 
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BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD  MEETS  WITH  PRESS  ON  RETURN  FROM  SAUDI  ARABIA 
Dacca  THE  NEW  NATION  in  English  5  May  82  pp  1,  8 

[Text]  Chief  Martial  Law  Administrator,  Lt.  Gen.  H.  M.  Ershad  said  yesterday, 
that  he  had  'very  [word  illegible]  and  fraternal'  discussions  with  King  Khaled 
and  other  Saudi  leaders  on  bilateral ,  regional  and  international  issues. 

Talking  to  newsmen  at  the  Zia  International  airport  on  his  return  from  a  three- 
day  official  visit  to  the  Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia,  General  Ershad  said  that 
during  his  meetings  with  the  Saudi  monarch  they  had  discussed  the  problems 
facing  the  Muslim  World,  King  Khaled  praised  the  positive  role  being  played  by 
Bangladesh  in  upholding  the  causes  of  the  Muslim  World  and  to  consolidate  Mus¬ 
lim  solidarity  and  fraternity,  he  added. 

The  CMLA  said  his  visit  to  Saudi  Arabia  was  "very  fruitful".  "We  found  ex¬ 
pression  of  friendship  and  fraternity  in  our  talks  and  through  the  warm  wel¬ 
come  the  had  given  to  us  wherever  we  went",  he  added. 

General  Ershad  said  the  Saudi  monarch  had  assured  the  Kingdom's  generous  mater- 
ial  support  to  Bangladesh  for  its  development. 

The  Adviser- in- charge  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance  will  soon  go  to  the  Kingdom 
to  discuss  and  work  out  the  aspects  of  Saudi  economic  support  for  Bangladesh. 

The  CMLA  said  both  the  countries  had  found  unanimity  of  opinion  in  their  talks 
regarding  wide-ranging  subjects  of  international  and  regional  issues  and  ways 
to  find  solution  to  the  problems  facing  the  Muslim  woild. 

On  regional  matters,  the  question  of  establishing  the  Indian  ocean  as  a  zone 
of  peace  our  relations  with  the  neighbours  were  discussed  during  the  talks. 

Replying  to  a  question.  General  Ershad  said  that  regarding  Afghan  situation 
Bangladesh  had  already  demanded  withdrawal  of  'all  foreign  troops'  from  that 
soil  and  that  the  people  of  Afghanistan  be  allowed  to  decide  their  own  form 
of  government.  The  Saudi  King  also  expressed  the  same  opinion,  on  he  added. 

General  Ershad  said  that  the  talks  between  him  and  the  Saudi  monarch  mainly 
featured  the  situation  obtaining  in  the  country  and  international  issues. 
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Bangladesh  proposal  for  holding  a  summit  on  Al-^Quds  is  in  active  consideration 
and  latest  position  on  it  would  be  known  soon,  he  said. 

India,  Pakistan 

To  another  question  on  the  arming  of  Pakistan  and  India,  the  CMLA  said,  des¬ 
pite  Bangladesh  being  a  small  country,  we  have  to  build  up  our  armed  forces  and 
make  our  people  conscious  and  ready  for  safeguarding  the  national  independence 
and  sovereignty. 

On  a  question  about  Saudi  gesture  regarding  Bangladesh  problems,  the  CMLA  said 
'We  have  informed  the  Saidi  leaders  about  the  problems  facing  the  country  and 
the  Governmet's  jehad'  against  corruption  and  poverty,  in  which  we  welcome  the 
cooperation  of  our  friendly  country' ,  he  said. 

The  Saudi  monarch  had  assured  us  of  every  possible  help  to  accomplish  the  ob¬ 
jectives. 

The  CMLA  said  that  during  the  talks  with  King  Khaled  he  found  Bangladesh  very 
close  to  to  the  heart  of  the  King  and  the  Saudi  people.  The  talks  held  in  a 
warm  and  cordial  atmosphere  were  very  fruitful. 

We  had  frank  discussion  on  all  matters,  he  said. 

General  Ershad  said  that  the  visit  had  given  him  the  opportunity  to  meet  King 
Khaled,  the  leader  of  the  Muslim  world. 

"The  visit  also  gave  me  rare  opportunity  of  saying  prayer  inside  the  Holy  Kaaba 
and  to  perform  Umarah.  I  also  got  oportunity  for  the  ziarat  of  the  Rouza  Mu¬ 
barak  of  Prophet  Hazrat  Muhammad  (SM)  and  offer  prayer  at  the  Masjid-e-Nabawi. 
The  gates  of  both  the  Holy  Kaaba  and  Rouza  Mubarak  were  opened  for  us  and  I 
think  it  is  a  great  blessing.  I  also  prayed  for  the  people  and  the  country  at 
both  these  holy  places. 

Invitation 

The  CMLS  said  that  he  had  invited  King  Khaled  to  visit  Bangladesh  and  he  had 
accepted  it.  The  date  of  the  visit  would  be  fixed  up  at  diplomatic  levels. 

He  said  invitations  were  also  extended  to  the  Saudi  Foreign  Minister  and  the 
Deputy  Premier. 

The  CMLS  concluded  saying  that  the  reception  and  cordiality  that  were  extended 
to  them  clearly  showed  the  confidence  of  the  Saudi  King  and  leaders  in 
Bangladesh. 
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BURMA 


BRIEFS 

DIPLOMATIC  TIES  WITH  CHILE— The  government  of  the  Socialist  Republic  of  the 
Union  of  Burma  and  the  government  of  the  Republic  of  Chile  have  agreed  to 
establish  diplomatic  relations  at  embassy  level  as  of  22  April  1982.  [Text] 
[BK131227  Rangoon  WORKING  PEOPLE’S  DAILY  in  English  30  Apr  82  pi] 
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INDIA 


SIKKIM  NOT  A  SUBJECT  IN  INDO-SINO  BORDER  TALKS 
New  Delhi  PATRIOT  in  English  3  May  82  p  7 

[Text]  GANGTOK,  May  2  (UNI,  PTI) — Esternal  Affairs  Minister  P  V  Narasimha  Rao 
today  ruled  out  the  possibility  of  India  discussing  the  question  of  Sikkim's 
merger  during  the  coming  official  level. talks  between  India  and  China  in  New 
Delhi. 

'Sikkim  is  a  part  of  India  and  there  is  no  question  of  discussing  anything  about 
Sikkim  with  China',  Mr  Rao  told  a  news  conference  here  today. 

Mr  Rao  also  answered  a  spate  of  questions  on  India's  bilateral  relations  with 
various  neighbouring  countries  like  Bhutan  Nepal  Bangladesh  and  China. 

The  Minister  expressed  the  hope  that  in  the  special  UN  session  on  disarmament 
in  June  next  the  nuclear  weapon  State's  can  be  made  to  see  the  light  of  reason 
and  to  accept  a  viable  and  verifiable  programme  covering  a  freeze  on  N-weapons 
as  proposed  by  India. 

Speaking  on  the  'Role  of  India  in  the  United  Nations'  at  the  Sikkim  United 
Nations  Association  here  last  night,  Mr  Rao  said  the  session  would  'no  doubt 
provide  an  important  forum  for  focussing  international  attention  to  this  urgent 
question  which  impinges  upon  the  very  survival  of  mankind'. 

Mr  Rao  said  the  various  initiatives  taken  by  India  both  in  the  UN  as  well  as  in 
the  Geneva  negotiating  forum  on  disarmament,  had  sprung  from  her  consistent  and 
principled  position  on  the  question  of  nuclear  disarmament. 

The  External  Affairs  Minister  said  'we  believe  that  theories  derived  from  no¬ 
tions  of  deterrence,  balance  of  power  of  spheres  of  influence  have  all  proved 
wrong  in  the  past  and  cannot  be  the  basis  upon  which  the  survival  of  humanity 
can  be  postulated,  far  less  in  an  age  when  the  formidable  range  of  nuclear  mil¬ 
itary  technology  places  man  within  a  hair's  breadth  or  total  annihilation'. 

Mr  Rao  said  India  had  consistently  spearheaded  the  efforts  of  the  non-aligned 
countries  in  the  United  Nations  to  prevent  a  shift  of  focus,  or  a  distortion  of 
priorities  in  disarmament  discussions  away  from  nuclear  weapons  or  from  a  global 
approach  to  the  question  of  nuclear  disarmament. 
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It  is  an  indication  of  the  growing  consensus  within  the  international  community 
to  this  fact  that  the  draft  resolution  proposed  by  India  last  year  on  non-use 
of  nuclear  weapons  and  preveiton  of  nuclear  was  obtained  an  overwhelming  major¬ 
ity  of  121  votes,  with  the  significant  support  of  two  nuclear  weapon  states 
themselves,  he  said. 

The  External  Affairs  Minister  observed  that  world  peace  could  not  be  left  to 
the  power  play  of  individual  states  or  the  great  power  manipulation.  In  a 
world  where  even  a  system  failure  a  computer  malfunction  or  technical  break¬ 
down  in  communication  could  result  in  a  disaster  of  colossal  proportions  one 
small  conflict  in  a  remote  corner  of  the  world  could  easily  escalate  into  a 
world-wide  conflagration,  he  said. 

It  is  this  consciousness,  he  said,  that  had  left  even  the  smallest  power  to 
seek  its  best  hope  of  protection  and  survival  in  the  active  role  of  the  United 
Nations 
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INDIA 


THAPA'S  LEADERSHIP  QUESTIONED 

Kathmandu  THE  MOTHERLAND  in  English  7  May  82  p  3 
[Editorial] 

[Text]  Unquestionably,  Prime  Minister  Thapa  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  past- 
master  in  the  art  of  manipulative  politics.  Despite  demands  from  various  quar¬ 
ters  that  he  as  Prime  Minister  should  resign,  he  has  continued  to  be  the  strong 
man.  Some  of  the  allegations  made  against  him  are  not  only  serious  but . also 
sound  plausible  like  charges  of  widespread  corrupt  practices  in  which  Ministers 
and  government  officials  are  widely  reported  to  have  indulged.  Not  only  this. 
The  government  headed  by  Thapa  is  also  alleged  to  have  sapped  the  very  political 
and  economic  vitality  of  the  country.  Yet  not  very  surprisingly  Thapa  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  wield  power  and  enjoy  the  luxury  of  being  a  strong  man.  Those 
are  opposed  to  him  do  not  seem  to  ahve  rallied  enough  of  strength  to  force  him 
to  step  down  from  the  pedestal  of  power . 

Though  this  is  the  case,  the  simmering  discontent  cannot  be  expected  to  con¬ 
tinue  as  feeble  as  it  now  appears.  Thapa  is  not  a  man  with  charisma.  As  far 
as  the  question  of  mass  following  is  concerned,  he  has  nothing  at  all  even 
though  he  was  convincingly  returned  to  the  Rastriya  Panchayat  from  his  home 
district.  The  relay  hunger  strike  staged  by  some  of  the  minor  politicians  at 
the  open  ir  theatre  alleging  that  elections  were  vastly  manipulated  cannot  be 
ignored  in  this  context.  Of  course  it  is  a  fact  that  the  relay  hunger  strike 
had  in  it  some  farcical  elements,  yet  it  was  indicative  of  the  fact  that  all 
was  not  well  with  the  general  elections.  So  the  coming  session  of  the  Rastriya 
Panchayat  should  prove  to  be  quite  crucial  for  Thapa.  If  the  democratically 
elected  government  cannot  be  made  to  quit  then  through  democratic  process,  the 
opponents  of  Thapa  should  accept  defeat  for  good. 
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INDONESIA 


FINANCE  MINISTER  ON  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  1981-82  BUDGET 
BK191137  Jakarta  ANTARA  in  English  1115  GMT  19  May  82 

[Text]  Jakarta,  19  May  (ANTARA) — Indonesian  balance  of  payment  in  fiscal 
1981-82  registered  a  current  account  deficit  of  U.S.  $3,495  million.  But  net 
capital  transaction  during  the  year  saw  a  surplus  of  U.S.  $2,943  million. 

Therefore,  Finance  Minister  Ali  Wardhana  said,  as  a  whole  the  country fs  foreign 
reserves  during  that  year  was  down  by  the  figure  of  U.S.  $828  million  against 
the  position  in  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  minister  was  reporting  Wednesday  [19  May]  to  a  plenary  session  of  DPR  (par¬ 
liament),  giving  explanations  on  the  revision  of  the  1981-82  state  budget. 

He  said  the  value  of  Indonesian  export  in  1981-82  was  U.S.  $23.7  billion  or 
5.5  percent  over  the  value  of  export  in  fiscal  1980-81. 

This  amount  was  below  the  targeted  figure  of  U.S.  $26,029  million,  attributable 
to  the  fact  that  the  prices  of  several  commodities  had  slid  down  on  the  inter¬ 
national  markets  in  that  year  as  a  result  of  the  world  economic  recession, 

Ali  Wardhana  said. 

In  fiscal  1981-82  the  value  of  non-oil  exports  was  U.S.  $4.2  billion,  down 
24.8  percent  from  the  previous  period.  Oil  export  reached  U.S.  $19.5  billion 
or  up  15.6  percent. 

On  the  other  side  import  value  in  the  same  year  rose  26.1  percent  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  The  import  value  in  1981-82  was  U.S.  $21.6  billion. 

Hikes  in  industrial  prices  abroad  and  increase  in  import  for  projects  financed 
with  international  aid  contributed  to  the  significant  rise  in  import  value. 

As  an  overall  result,  the  1981-82  state  budget  which  was  planned  to  balance  at 
RP,  13,900.3  billion  was  to  be  revised,  because  actual  receipts  was  RP,  13,921.6 
billion  while  actual  expenditures  amounted  to  RP,  13,917.6  billion. 

Thus  the  1981-82  budget  had  to  be  closed  with  a  surplus  of  around  RP,  3.9 
billion. 
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Ali  Wadhana  explained  revenues  from  domestic  sources  during  fiscal  1981-82 
amounted  to  RP,  12,212.6  billion.  This  was  RP,  61.8  billion  below  the  original 
target  of  RP,  12,274.4  billion. 

On  the  other  hand  routine  expenses- totalled  RP,  6,977.6  billion,  or  RP , 

523.5  billion  smaller  than  at  first  expected. 

Thus  government  savings  kept  in  the  treasure  amounted  to  only  RP,  502.9 
[as  received]  during  the  year. 

As  to  expenditures  for  development ,  the  realization  was  at  RP,  6,940.1  billion. 
This  was  RP,  540.9  billion  above  the  target. 

The  rate  of  inflation  in  1981-82  (April  to  March)  was  9.8  percent,  less  than 
the  15.9  percent  rate  of  the  previous  year. 

Minister  Ali  Wardhana  concluded:  "The  implementation  of  the  1981-82  state 
budget  had  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  momentum  of  development 
which  had  been  achieved  so  far  toward  targets  set  in  the  beginning." 
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FOREIGN  MINISTER  INTERVIEWED 

AU2  81340  Rome  ANSA  in  English  1130  GMT  28  May  82 

[Text]  Rome,  28  May  (ANSA) — Indonesia’s  foreign  policy,  under  the  leadership 
of  President  Sukarno,  continues  to  he  directed  "toward  Africa"  where  the 
Southeast  Asian  nation  intends  to  "reactivate"  its  bilateral  relations,  form¬ 
ulating  new  economic  cooperation  and  technical  agreements. 

This  and  other  views  on  politics  and  the  world  situation  were  aired  here  in 
Rome  recently  during  a  visit  by  the  Jakarta  government  foreign  minister, 
Kusumaatmaya  Mokhtar. 

The  minister,  who  travelled  to  Rome  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  a  2-week, 
three-nation  African  tour  to  Senegal,  Gabon  and.fahe  Ivory  Coast,  met  with 
Pope  John  Paul  II  in  an  audience  at  the  Vatican,  and  also  held  talks  with 
his  Italian  counterpart,  Emilio  Colombo. 

In  an  interview  here  with  ANSA  shortly  before  leaving  for  Africa,  Mokhtar 
confirmed  that  this  nation’s  relations  with  the  Vatican  were  "excellent", 
praised  the  active  and  positive  role  played  by  the  European  community  in 
favor  of  peace,  and  emphasized  the  necessity  of  the  struggle  against  poverty 
"in  the  interests  of  both  developing  and  industrialized  nations". 

He  also  congratulated  the  movement  of  nonaligned  nations  for  steering  clear 
of  the  trap  represented  by  falling  into  the  sphere  of  either  of  the  super¬ 
powers,  and  noted  that  the  alliance  was  internally  reinforcing  their  policy 
of.;fa  "more  and  more  genuine  nonalignment". 

In  the  context  of  his  discussions  with  John  Paul  II,  Mokhtar  noted  that  "they 
served  to  confirm  the  state  of  good  relations  which  exist  between  Indonesia  and 
the  Hdly  See  and  provided  an  opportunity  to  reiterate  the  Jakarta  government 
commitment  in  favor  of  religious  freedom"  in  their  nation.  There  had  been 
a  period,  the  minister  admitted,  during  which  the  Vatican  showed  concern 
over  the  decision  taken  by  Indonesian  authorities  to  ensure  that  all  clerics 
came  from  the  iridigenous  population,  a  move,  he  said,  prompted  by  a  desire 
to  deal  a  definitive  blow  to  colonialism. 

"I  explained  to  the  pope,"  Mokhtar  said,  "that  we  do  not  want  to  expel  for¬ 
eign  priests  because  that  would  create  a  void. 
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"What  we  want  instead  is  to  eventually  reach  a  population  of  priests  that 
are  all  Indonesia,  but  we  know  that  this  will  take  time.  The  Vatican  he 
continued,  "understood  our  position  perfectly". 

Almost  150  thousand,  or  88  percent  of  the  Southeast  Asian  nation's  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  Muslims  and  7  percent  are  Christian. 

Commenting  on  events  on  the  international  scene,  Mokhtar  confirmed  that  his 
nation  "is  in  favor  of  a  negotiated  solution  to  the  Falkland  Malvina  Islands 
controversy"  and  confirmed  that  this  subject  also  came  up  in  his  talks  with 
the  pope,  as  well  as  with  Minister  Colombo. 

Other  topics  covered  with  the  Rome  government  diplomatic  chief  included  poli¬ 
tics  in  the  Indonesian  peninsula,  the  situation  in  Afghanistan,  the  Iran- 
Iraq  conflict  and  the  issue  of  disarmament. 

In  the  latter  context  Mokhtar  affirmed  that  his  government  is  "very  satisfied 
with  the  resumption  of  dialogue  between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
on  the  problem  of  nuclear  disarmament. 

"It  is  undeniable"  he  said  "that  Europe  has  in  part  contributed  to  these 
initiatives  by  (United  States)  President  Ronald  Reagan".  "The  fTenf  have 
shown  themselves  on  this  occasion  to  possess  an  independent  attitude  in 
respect  to  the  American  position"  he  declared,  adding  that  "Colombo  explained 
that  (this  position)  need  not  be i.interpreted  necessarily  as  an  attitude  of 
opposition  to  the  United  States. 

"It  is  an  attitude  which  we  value  highly"  the  Jakarta  government  representa¬ 
tive  concluded,  adding  that  "the  development  of  a  European  identity  can  be 
very  useful  for  (?pursuing)  world  peace." 

Concerning  the  nonaligned  movement,  Mokhtar  noted  that  "the  existence  of 
diverse  tendencies  inside  the  movement  is  an  indication  of  its  strength  and 
not  of  weakness." 

"I  think  that  at  this  year's  nonaligned  summit  meeting  in  Baghdad,  the  parti¬ 
cipating  nations  will  move  to  reinforce  an  increasingly  genuine  policy  of 
nonalignment." 

Maintaining  the  necessity  for  all  nations,  both  industrialized  and  developing, 
"to  replace  their  arms  spending  with  funds  directed  toward  the  struggle 
against  poverty",  the  minister  commented  that  "unfortunately  the  present 
situation  of  economic  crisis  and  recession  is  anything  but  favorable  to 
the  realization  of  concrete  development  programs". 
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WORLD  BANK  ADVISES  INDONESIA  TO  RESTRUCTURE  ECONOMY 
BK201231  Hong  Kong  AFP  in  English  1138  GMT  20  May  82 

[Text]  Jakarta,  20  May  (AFP) — A  speeding  up  in  the  restructuring  of  the  In¬ 
donesian  economy  to  make  it  less  dependent  on  oil  exports  would  be  necessary 
if  the  country  was  to  continue  its  rapid  development,  the  1982  World  Bank 
confidential  report  said. 

But  it  warned  that  if  the  recession  and  the  weak  oil  market  continued  Indones¬ 
ia,  with  70  percent  of  its  state  income  provided  by  oil  exports,  would  be 
increasingly  vulnerable  and  would  have  serious  difficulties. 

It  added  there  was  a  crumb  of  comfort,  however ,  because  the  second  half  of 
this  year  should  see  a  pickup  in  world  oil  demand. 

Indonesia  with  150  million  inhabitants  is  the  most  populous  Muslim  country  and 
it  has  now  entered  the  middle- income  group  for  the  first  time  with  a  gross 
national  product  per  person  of  U.S.  $526  in  1982. 

But  the  bank  report  stressed  that  the  high-growth  strategy  of  the  past  decade 
must  continue  despite  the  deficit  caused  by  the  world  wide  economic  slowdown. 

It  said  there  were  "compelling  social  and  economic  reasons,  including  the  need 
to  provide  productive  employment  for  almost  20  million  new  entrants  into  the 
labour  force  during  this  decade"  for  Indonesia  not  to  slacken  the  pace  of 
development . " 

The  160-page  report,  which  is  to  be  officially  presented  to  the  Indonesian 
Government  this  week,  recommended  that  the  intergovernmental  group  on  Indones¬ 
ia  (IGGI) — a  grouping  of  Indonesia's  major  donor  countries— should  increase 
aid  above  the  $2.1  billion  provided  last  year. 

The  report  said  that  Indonesia  would  have  to  increase  its  foreign  borrowing 
and  boost  its  domestic  revenues  over  the  coming  years  and  it  added  that  "the 
risks  associated  with  cutting  back  development  programs  in  the  face  of  a 
sharp  and  unexpected  fall  in  revenues  are  greater  than  the  risks  associated 
with  maintaining  a  rapidly  expanding  development  program." 
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More  than  U.S.  $12  billion  would  have  to  be  borrowed  from  abroad  and  another 
U.S.  $11  billion  would  have  to  be  raised  from  domestic  sources  during  the  next 
4  years  in  order  to  offset  the  new  deficits  and  to  pay  interest  and  service 
charges  on  loans,  the  report  asserted. 

The  deficit  of  U.S.  $2.5  billion  last  fiscal  year  (until  31  March  82)  would 
rise  to  at  least  U.S.  $4.4  billion  this  year,  it  said,  adding  that  despite 
the  deficit,  "the  Indonesian  economy  has  performed  remarkably  well  in  the 
past  year." 

Moreover  Indonesia's  strong  foreign  reserves  made  the  deficit  "well  within 
manageable  limits." 

The  bank  said,  "a  fundamental  and  agonizing  dilemma  to  Indonesia's  policy 
makers"  is  how  to  finance  growth  and  social  programs  since  as  the  report  put 
it  "Indonesia  has  really  no  choice  but  to  give  the  improvement  of  human  re¬ 
sources  the  highest  priority." 

More  money  must  be  channelled  into  education,  housing,  health  care  and  other 
social  programs. 

The  solutions  recommended  by  the  World  Bank  were  borrowing  from  abroad,  a 
more  open  trade  policy  and  internal  reforms  including  a  simplification  of  the 
investment  and  regulatory  systems  and  a  tax  and  pricing  restructuring. 

"Inadequacies  in  basic  infrastructure — power  generation  and  transmission, 
transport,  communications  and  storage  are  increasingly  serious  constraints 
on  continued  rapid  development,"  the  report  said. 

Difficulties  would  be  encountered  in  expanding  the  gross  investment  rate  from 
a  current  level  of  22  to  27  percent  of  the  gross  domestic  product  because  of 
the  fall  in  oil  and  non-oil  revenues,  it  said. 

It  added  that  growth  momentum  was  not  immediately  threatened  by  the  current 
weakening  in  the  international  market. 
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MURTOPO  ON  ARCHIPELAGIC  CONCEPT,  SEA  LAW 

BK221409  Jakarta  ANTARA  in  English  1124  GMT  22  May  82 

[Excerpts]  Jakarta,  22  May  (ANTARA) — Acceptance  of  the  Wawasan  Nusantara 
(archipelagic  state)  concept  by  the  1973  general  assembly  of  the  national  con¬ 
gress  (MPR)  and  by  the  sea  law  conference  in  New  York  recently  has  expanded 
Indonesian  territorial  waters  by  3  million  square  kilometres. 

This  was  disclosed  by  Minister  of  Information  Ali  Murtopo  to  the  press  here 
Wednesday  [19  May]  in  explaining  the  results  of  the  cabinet  meeting  held  the 
same  day,  which  discussed  the  implications  of  the  Wawasan  Nusantara  validation 
and  a  situation  analysis  submitted  by  the  National  Intelligence  Coordination 
Agency  (BAKIN) . 

The  plenary  cabinet  meeting  led  by  President  Suharto  and  attended  by  Vice 
President  Adam  Malik  also  received  reports  about  the  implementation  of  various 
government  policies  and  regulations. 

Acceptance  of  the  Wawasan  Musantara  results  in  Indonesia  not  only  owing  it, 
but  also  having  to  maintain  and  defend  it,  and  the  additional  3  million  square 
kilometres  of  territorial  waters  generates  the  problem  of  how  to  manage  and 
safeguard  the  waters,  Ali  Murtopo  said. 

Big  investments  are  needed  to  take  care  of  and  defend  the  vast  territorial 
waters,  let  alone  to  explore  and  exploit  the  water  expanse,  he  said. 

The  Indonesian  people  have  to  be  given  a  motivation  and  brought  to  maturity 
through  formal  or  non- formal  education  in  order  to  be  able  to  cope  with  the 
new  territorial  structure,  which  will  clearly  be  the  task  of  the  Ministry  of 
Information.  The  Ministry,  therefore,  has  a  heavy  task  before  it  to  bring 
this  about,  he  said. 

From  the  domestic  legal  side,  new  legislation  will  be  needed  concerning  In¬ 
donesian  territory.  Whereas  before  only  lands  were  mentioned  as  Indonesian 
territory,  this  now  should  be  made  to  include  the  inland  seas  and  water  also. 

But  there  will  be  no  need  for  changes  in  territorial  division  into  provinces, 
because  the  seas  managed  by  a  separate  agency  and  provinces  do  not  include 
parts  of  the  sea. 
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In  the  field  of  defence  and  national  security,  the  Wawasan  Nusantara  concept 
calls  for  additional  equipment  and  instruments  beyond  those  now  in  existence. 
Expansion  of  the  territorial  waters  also  means  adjustment  of  the  air  space, 
wherefore  the  armed  forces  branches  to  directly  require  further  development 
will  be  the  navy  and  the  air  force,  he  said. 

Ali  Murtopo  also  noted  that  Indonesia  was  able,  through  agreements  with 
neighbour  countries  such  as  Malaysia,  Singapore,  Papua  New  Guinea  and  Austral 
ia,  to  establish  an  international  jurisdiction  with  regard  to  international 
territorial  sea  and  air  boundaries. 
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’AFP'  LINKS  MOKHTAR 'S  TOUR  TO  TIMOR  CAMPAIGN 
BK230841  Hong  Kong  AFP  in  English  0715  GMT  23  May  82 
[By  Gilles  Bertin] 

[Excerpts]  Jakarta,  23  May  (AFP) — Indonesia  has  launched  a  diplomatic  cam¬ 
paign  to  win  world  acceptance  of  its  1975  annexation  of  the  former  Portuguese 
colony  of  East  Timor,  a  move  that  still  sours  Jakarta's  relations  with  many 
countries . 

Foreign  Minister  Mokhtar  Kusumaatmaja  left  Indonesia  yesterday  for  Rome  where 
he  will  have  talks  with  Pope  John  Paul  II  and  other  Vatican  officials  on  a 
possible  mediator's  role  for  the  Holy  See  in  the  dispute  with  Portugal,  reli¬ 
able  sources  here  said. 

Indonesia  has  in  the  last  7  years  been  regularly  condemned  for  its  invasion 
of  East  Timor  during  the  annual  debates  held  by  the  United  Nations  committee 
on  decolonization. 

The  moves  on  the  "Timor  question"  come  at  a  time  when  President  Suharto's 
regime  is  trying  to  shape  a  foreign  policy  less  dependent  on  the  United  States, 
as  shown  by  its  reluctance  to  approve  the  nomination  of  Morton  Abramowitz  as 
U.S.  ambassador  to  Jakarta. 

Indonesia  has  maintained  discreet  contact  with  China  with  an  eye  toward  the 
possible  resumption  of  diplomatic  relations.  It  has  also  kept  up  links  with 
Vietnam  in  a  bid  to  help  find  a  solution  to  the  problem  in  Kampuchea,  where 
the  Phnom  Penh  regime  is  backed  by  some  200,000  Vietnamese  troops. 

Diplomats  here  say  that  Indonesia  appears  to  be  increasingly  cultivating  an 
image  as  a  moderating  and  active  element  in  the  mix  of  southeast  Asian  politics 

Foreign  Minister  Mokhtar  was  scheduled  to  see  the  Pope  on  Tuesday  and  then 
make  a  four-nation  African  swing  to  Senegal,  Gambia,  Gabon  and  Ivory  Coast  to 
explain  to  their  leaders  Indonesia's  position  on  East  Timor. 

In  an  earlier  effort  to  take  the  sting  out  of  the  Timor  issue,  Indonesia  also 
recently  invited  journalists  and  former  Australian  Prime  Minister  Gough  Whtlam 
to  visit  the  island. 
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TRANSMIGRATION  VITAL  TO  INDONESIA 

Kathmandu  THE  RISING  NEPAL  in  English  5  May  82  p  5 

[Text]  Jakarta:  'The  transmigration  programme  of  Indonesia  has  very  few 
parallels  in  human  history',  a  high  ranking  UN  official  said  here  recently. 

His  remakr  is  no  exaggeration.  Indonesia's  target  for  the  current  five  year 
plan  is  to  move  500,000  families  or  about  2.5  million  persons  to  lesser  popu¬ 
lated  areas  throughout  Indonesia  for  example  to  Borneo,  Irian  Jaya,  the  Molucca 
and  Sumatra. 

In  general,  areas  where  the  population  density  is  less  than  100  persons  per 
square  kilometer  have  been  chosen  for  transmigration. 

It  has  been  calculated  that  for  500  families  there  is  a  need  for  3,000  hec¬ 
tares  of  ground  and  this  means  that  during  the  five  year  plan  projected  till 
1984  some  three  million  hectares  of  land  have  to  be  cultivated,  500,000  houses 
to  be  built  and  other  facilities  like  schools,  hospitals  and  government  offices 
to  be  set  up. 

Increasing  poverty  under  the  rural  population,  especially  in  Java  Indonesia's 
most  densely  populated  island  with  more  than  76  million  inhabitants  in  Madura 
and  Bali,  made  it  necessary  for  this  massive  removal  of  Indonesians. 

For,  on  Java  alone  some  6.6  million  families  have  no  land,  others  only  have 
0.5  hectares,  not  enough  to  feed  the  family. 

Transportation  of  these  people  to  their  new  destinations  is  a  logistic  problem 
with  enormous  implications. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  Repelita  (the  acronym  of  Rencana  Pembangunan  Lima 
Tahun  five  year  development  plan)  50,000  families  have  been  transmigrated.  In 
the  coming  years  75,000,  100,000  115,000  and  150,000  respectively,  will  be 

moved  by  land  and  air. 

Most  of  the  transmigrants  reach  th  ir  new  homes  in  Hercules  planes.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  has  three  Hercules  at  its  disposal  which  have  to  make  three  flights  a 
day  to  move  a  unit  of  500  families.  One  hercules  plane  can  only  take  160 
persons.  Other  transmigrants  reached  their  new  destinations  by  train  or  by 
boat . 
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There  is  a  slight  stagnation  in  transportation  due  to  lack  of  coordina¬ 
tion  between  the  department  of  public  works  which  is  responsible  for  the  land 
clearing,  the  Department  for  Communication  (transporation)  and  the  Department 
of  Transmigration  which  has  to  select  the  candidates. 

But  Minister  for  Transmigration  Harun  Zein  is  optimistic  about  the  success  of 
the  project.  At  the  end  of  the  five  year  plan,  he  estimated,  the  target  of 
500,000  families  will  have  been  reached. 

The  transmigrants  are  well  prepared  for  their  new  lives .  To  overcome  the 
hardships  of  the  first  years  of  their  stay  in  their  new  homes  the  transmigrants 
get  a  technical  educat  on. 

The  authorities  take  good  care  that  there  is  a  resemblance  between  the  new 
place  and  the  village  where  they  used  to  live  for  generations.  This  is  to 
make  their  adjustment  to  the  new  environment  easier. 

To  smooth  integration  between  the  transmigrants  and  the  existing  communities 
ten  per  cent  of  the  cleared  area  have  been  reserved  for  the  local  people,  so 
that  both  ethnic  groups  can  get  to  know  each  other  better. 

A  transmigration  camp  remains  under  the  supervision  and  responsibility  of  the 
department  for  transmigration  for  five  years.  After  that  period  it  will  be 
integrated  in  the  local  administration. 

Thousands  of  people  have  already  been  transmigrated  in  the  past.  Between  1960 
and  1965  sane  100,000  families  were  moved,  and  about  127,000  between  1974  and 
1977. 

But  many  returned  to  the  original  villages  because  of  the  hard  life  and  be¬ 
cause  they  missed  their  familiar  surroundings. 

An  equal  spreading  of  the  population  is  most  important  for  Indonesia,  because 
65  per  cent  of  its  estimated  147  million  inhabitants  are  living  on  Java  which 
has  a  population  density  of  633  per  square  kilometre,  while  only  35  per  cent 
live  outside  that  island  with  an  average  population  density  of  26  per  square 
kilometre . 

Therefore,  the  transmigration  project  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death  for  this 
country,  and  the  government  is  working  against  the  clock.  If  there  is  a  ser¬ 
ious  stagnation  in  transmigration,  Indonesia  will  be  in  trouble-in  spite  of 
efforts  to  control  it,  the  birth  rate  is  2,34  per  cent,  a  comparatively  high 
figure . 

If  nothing  is  done  about  the  situation,  Indonesia  will  have  more  than  250 
million  people  in  the  year  2000. 

A  prominent  professor  from  the  University  of  Gajah  Mada  in  Jogjakarta,  central 
aba,  has  said  that  by  that  time  the  population  of  West  Java  will  be  left  with¬ 
out  standing  room. 
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He  is  very  pessimistic  about  the  success  of  the  transmigration  programme  which 
has  to  be  implemented  within  five  years.  During  the  same  time,  however,  the 
number  of  people  living  in  the  island  will  already  have  increased  by  9.3  mil¬ 
lion,  excluding  newcomers. 

The  target  of  family  planning  in  Indonesia  now  should  no  longer  be  three  chil¬ 
dren  per  family,  but  only  two,  the  professor  urged. 
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ASEAN  MILITARY  COOPERATION  REPORT  DENIED— Jakarta,  18  May  (AFP)— Foreign  Min¬ 
ister  Mokhtar  Kusumaatmaja  today  denied  a  local  press  report  which  quoted  him 
as  saying  Monday  that  "military  cooperation  between  ASEAN  member  countries 
could  be  established  if  Vietnam  did  not  change  its  aggressive  attitude," 
likely  to  "endanger  ASEAN  sovereignty,"  the  EVENINGER  SINAR  HARAPAN  reported 
today.  Mr  Mokhtar  told  newsmen  at  the  foreign  office  here  he  had  been  mis¬ 
quoted  by  the  DAILY  KOMPAS  after  speaking  in  Semarang,  central  Java  on  Monday, 
at  an  association  of  Southeast  Asian  nations  symposium.  What  he  had  said  was 
that  "bilateral  military  cooperation  between  ASEAN  member  countries  did  not 
matter  because  each  member  country  has  a  right  to  self-defence.  And  nobody 
can  deny  the  right  of  ASEAN  member  countries  (Malaysia,  the  Philippines, 
Singapore,  Thailand  and  Indonesia)  to  self-defence,"  Mr  Mokhtar  said.  "Bi¬ 
lateral  cooperation  between  the  five  member  countries  of  the  association  of 
southeast  Asian  nations  is  economical  and  cultural  and  was  never  meant  to  be 
directed  to  military  cooperation,"  he  added.  [Text]  [BK181317  Hong  Kong 
AFP  in  English  1303  GMT  18  May  82] 

TANKERS  FROM  JAPAN,  ROK— Jakarta,  18  May  (AFP)— The  Indonesian  state  oil 
monopoly  Pertamina  will  take  delivery  of  tankers  from  Japan  and  South  Korea 
starting  October  this  year  as  part  of  its  bid  to  expand  its  fleet.  The  ships, 

5  of  which  are  of  30,000  deadweight  tons  and  the  others  of  17,500  tons  each, 
have  been  especially  designed  by  Pertamina  to  make  them  fit  for  use  in  In¬ 
donesian  waters,  the  company’s  shipping  director  Indra  Kartasasmita  told 
newsmen  here  yesterday.  Built  at  a  cost  averaging  some  1,000  U.S.  dollars  per 
deadweight  ton,  the  ships  are  to  have  a  draft  of  7  metres  for  the  smaller  class 
and  9  metres  for  the  bigger  ones.  He  said,  to  suit  generally  shallow  port 
approaches  to  the  country.  Pertamina  has  also  ordered  five  3,500  ton  tankers 
from  domestic  shipyards  at  a  cost  of  6  billion  rupiahs  (9.6  million  U.S. 
dollars)  each,  partly  financed  with  Japanese  export  credit.  The  company  now 
operates  a  total  self-owned  fleet  of  78  tankers  of  1.2  million  deadweight  tons, 
and  98  ships  on  charter  of  2.9  million  tons.  [Text]  [Hong  Kong  AFP  in  English 
1332  GMT  18  May  82  BK] 
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RICE  SALES,  TAXES  PAID  TO  STATE  NOTED  IN  MEDIA  REPORTS 

[The  following  information  is  extracted  from  the  Vientiane  media  on  the  dates 

indicated  following  each  entry  in  parentheses  in  the  remarks  column.  Abbrev¬ 
iations  used:  SP-SIANG  PASASON;  VM=VIENTIANE  MAI;  KPL=KHAOSAN  PATHET  LAO; 

BQ=BULLETIN  QUOTIDIEN] 

LOCATION  REMARKS 

Sanakham  District,  Vientiane  People  have  sold  or  exchanged  for  goods 

more  than  4,500  tons  of  rice  to  state.  A 
total  of  425  tons  were  paid  as  taxes. 

(SP  27  Apr  82  p  1) 

Houa  Phan  Province  State  purchasing  organizations  have  brought 

in  goods  for  exchange  and  have  purchased 
3,630  tons  of  rice  from  farmers.  More 
than  3,800  tons  of  rice  were  paid  as 
taxes  which  is  108.2%  of  the  state  plan 
(SP  24  Apr  82  p  1) 

Nationwide  Since  the  beginning  of  1982  until  20  April, 

still  incomplete  figures  of  the  Lao  Trade 
Corporation  of  the  Ministry  of  Industry 
and  Trade  state  that  a  total  of  73,370 
tons  of  rice  paid  as  tax,  by  the  state. 

Of  that  amount,  more  than  45,940  tons  was 
tax.  The  campaign  to  purchase  or  exchange 
rice  is  continuing.  To  promote  rice  ex¬ 
changes,  the  state  is  supplying  bicycles, 
textiles,  clothing  and  other  consumer  goods 
to  the  provincial  trade  sectors  for  the 
people.  (SP  23  Apr  82  pp  1,  3) 

Louang  Namtha  Province  As  of  beginning  of  April,  people  have 

sold  more  than  670  tons  of  rice  to  state. 
The  purchasing  campaign  continues  (KPL 
22  Apr  82  p  A  5) 

Nasaithong,  Vientiane  Capital  Farmers  have  paid  660  tons  in  taxes,  also 

sold  380  tons  of  rice  to  state.  (SP  12  May 

82  p  1) 
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Khanthabouli,  Savannakhet  December  1981  to  April  1982  farmers  have 

sold  and  exchanged  for  goods  to  the  state 
nearly  400  tons  which  has  been  stored  in 
state  granaries  (SP  12  May  82  p  1) 

Atsaphangthong ,  Savannakhet  Farmers  have  sold  or  exchanged  for  goods 

to  state  600  tons  of  rice  from  February 
to  April  (SP  11  May  83  p  1) 

Khoun  District,'  Xieng  Khouang  Farmers  have  sold  or  exchanged  for  goods 

to  the  state  120  tons  of  rice  from  Febru¬ 
ary  to  April  (SP  11  May  82  p  1) 

Saithani,  Vientiane  Capital  State  collected  600  tons  of  rice  as  taxes, 

140  tons  were  purchased  by  the  state  and 
more  than  630  tons  were  exchanged  for 
goods  (VM  11  May  82  pp  1,  4) 

Xieng  Khouang  Province  State  purchased  more  than  950  tons  of  rice 

of  which  more  than  400  tons  came  from  Kham 
District  (SP  10  May  82  p  1) 

Hatsaifong  District,  Vientiane  In  April,  farmers  sold  311  tons  of  rice 

Capital  to  the  state  (VM  7  May  82  p  1) 

Mok  District,  Xieng  Khouang  As  of  end  of  March  105  tons  of  rice  were 

paid  as  taxes  or  sold  to  state.  Another 
21  tons  were  exchanged  for  goods  (SP  7  May 

82  p  1) 
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MALAYSIA 


GHAZALI ,  SHRIDATH  RAMPHAL  DISCUSS  COMMONWEALTH 

BK171018  Kuala  Lumpur  International  Service  in  English  0800  GMT  17  May  82 

[Text]  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  believes  the  Commonwealth  can  serve 
as  an  effective  machinery  to  bridge  the  gap  between  rich  and  poor  nations 
in  bringing  about  a  more  equitable  international  economic  cooperation.  Tan 
Sri  Ghazali  Shafie  says  the  Commonwealth  itself  can  be  termed  as  Cancun  repre¬ 
senting  countries  from  North  and:  South  which  can  cooperate  meaningfully  with 
their  industrialized  counterparts.  The  developed  members  in  turn  are  taking 
the  lead  to  provide  access  to  their  developing  partners  to  advance  their  state 
of  economy.  These  views  were  expressed  by  Tan  Sri  Ghazali  during  his  dis- ' 
cussions  with  the  visiting  Commonwealth  Secretary  General  Sir  Shridath  Ramphal 
who  paid  him  a  courtesy  call  at  the  Foreign  Ministry  today. 

The  ministry  secretary  general,  Tan  Sri  Zakaria  Ali,  told  newsmen  later  that 
apart  from  discussing  the  Commonwealth  movement  in  general,  the  two  leaders 
agreed  that  the  Commonwealth  could  contribute  significantly  to  the  cause  of 
North-South  dialogue. 

Sir  Shridath  raised  the  question  of  assistance  to  small  Commonwealth  states, 
particularly  those  in  the  Pacific.  Tan  Sri  Ghazali  strongly  subscribed  to  the 
scheme.  He  said  apart  from  initiating  the  setting  up  of  the  Commonwealth  fund 
for  technical  cooperation  to  implement  the  scheme,  Malaysia  on  its  own  had 
provided  various  forms  of  technical  assistance  to  smaller  commonwealth 
countries. 

Tan  Sri  Zakaria  said  the  minister  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  the  presence  of  a  group  of  countries  that  could  be  at  the  receiving  and 
giving  ends  of  assistance.  This  group,  which  included  Malaysia,  occupied  the 
middle  portion  of  the  North-South  divide  and  could  assist  others  lower  down 
the  development  ladder.  * 

Sir  Shridath  also  discussed  with  Tan  Sri  Ghazali  the  preparations  for  the  next 
Commonwealth  heads  of  government  regional  meeting  in  Fiji  later  this  year.  Sir 
Shridath  Ramphal  then  paid  a  courtesy  call  on  the  prime  minister,  Datuk  Sri 
Dr  Mahathir  Mohamed,  at  his  office  in  Parliament  House. 
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MALAYSIA 


MALAYSIAN  PAPER  ON  SETUP  OF  TIN  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 

BK190849  Kuala  Lumpur  NEW  STRAITS  TIMES  in  English  17  May  82  p  16 

[Editorial:  "Hard  Times'!] 

[Text]  Consumer  countries  may  be  quick  to  denounce  the  move  to  form  a  tin 
producers'  association  should  the  sixth  International  Tin  Agreement  [ITA] 
fail  to  come  into  force  as  a  confrontational  stand  that  can  be  likened  to  OPEC's 
cartel.  Viewed  objectively,  it  can  only  be  recognised  as  a  necessary  defensive 
measure  in  a  critical  situation  where  continued  accommodative  stances  by  tin 
producing  countries  find  no  worthy  parallels  in  high-powered  consumer  camps, 
particularly  the  United  States.  Whatever  the  protestations,  the  events  of 
the  last  few  years  and  months  speak  for  themselves.  Ever  since  its  entry  into 
the  fifth  ITA,  the  United  States,  the  world's  largest  tin  consumer,  has  acted 
more  at  variance  than  in  compliance  with  the  ITA's  aim  to  maintain  order  in  the 
tin  market  in  the  mutual  interest  of  both  producers  and  consumers.  Despite 
producers'  pleas  in  1977  to  release  tin  from  its  stockpile  to  ease  the  prevail¬ 
ing  shortage,  the  GSA  refused  to  do  so.  In  1981,  it  ignored  requests  to  sus¬ 
pend  sales  of  its  stockpile  because  of  over-supply.  Its  dumping  of  100  tonnes 
of  tin  on  a  weak  world  market  on  thevery  day  when  tin  export  controls  became 
mandatory  and  only  the  day  after  the  Penang  tin  metal  price  hit  $29  per  kilo- 
15  cents  less  than  the  international  tin  council  floor  price— speaks  more 
eloquently  than  U.S.  assertions  that  it  will  cooperate  despite  opting  out  of 
the  sixth  ITA.  !  : 

That  Malaysia,  Indonesia  and  Thailand  see  the  association  only  an  alternative 
to  the  sixth  ITA  not  coming  into  force  is  itself  a  compromising  gesture.  For 
it  is  without  question  that  such  an  association  would  mean  not  just  greater 
concerted  efforts  in  research  and  development  but  particularly  greater  clout 
at  the  negotiating  table.  It  would  in  fact  be  to  their  best  interests  if 
producer  nations  view  the  association  not  as  a  fail-back  measure  but  as  an 
essential  body  if  they  are  to  extract  fairplay  from  countries  like  the 
United  States. 
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MALAYSIA  . 


BRIEFS 

JANUARY  RUBBER  EXPORT— Export  of  rubber  by  Peninsular  Malaysia  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  and  India  in  January  this  year 
amounted  to  29,700  tons,  an  increase  of  more  than  15,000  tons  compared  to  the 
figure  for  last  December.  Export  for  the  United  Kingdom  rose  from  6,400  tons 
to  more  than  13,500  tons.  The  purchase  by  Germany  went  up  from  7,800  to 
13,200  tons,  while  India  bought  slightly  more  than  3,000  tons  in  January  com¬ 
pared  with  about  410  tons  in  December.  According  to  latest  preliminary 
figures  of  the  external  trade  issued  by  the  statistics  department,  the  export 
yielded  57.7  million  ringgit  in  revenue.  This  represented  about  25  percent  of 
the  total  value  of  rubber  export.  Export  of  rubber  to  Argentina,  Australia, 
Mexico  and  Czechoslovakia  showed  marginal  increases.  [Text]  [Kuala  Lumpur 
Domestic  Service  in  English  1130  GMT  19  May  82] 

ALUMINUM  PROJECT  IN  MALAYSIA— A  joint  Australian  and  Japanese  team  is  not  in 
Malaysia  for  talks  with  senior  officials  on  the  possibility  of  setting  up  an 
aluminum  smelter  using  the  country’s  potential  hydroelectric  power.  The  mission 
is  being  led  by  the  deputy  chairman  of  CRA  [expansion  not  clarified].  Sir 
(Russell  Madigan),  and  the  managing  director  of  the  Sumitomo  Aluminum  Smelting 
Company,  Dr  (Ikeda) .  Radio  Australia’s  Kuala  Lumpur  correspondent  Wong  Puan 
Wah  says  the  two  companies  are  interested  in  setting  up  an  aluminum  smelter 
in  the  east  Malaysian  state  of  Sarawak  using  the  hydroelectric  potential  of 
its  rivers,  in  particular  the  Rajang  and  its  tributaries.  He  says  the  hydro¬ 
electric  potential  of  the  Rajang  is  staggering  and  could  supply  energy  for  as 
many  as  100  aluminum  smelters  or  the  current  energy  needs  of  the  five  countries 
of  the  association  of  southeast  Asian  nations.  [Text]  [Melbourne  Overseas 
Service  in  English  0830  GMT  18  May  82  BK] 

RUBBER  COUNCIL  MEETING — Delegates  to  the  Association  of  Natural  Rubber  Produc¬ 
ing  Council  Meeting  in  Kuala  Lumpur  have  decided  that  the  natural  rubber  agree¬ 
ment  must  be  strengthened  to  ensure  that  it  meets  its  objective  to  provide 
stability  in  the  price  of  the  commodity.  They  also  agreed  on  the  need  to  take 
some  form  of  remedial  action  to  prevent  any  erosion  of  the  rubber  price  and  to 
hasten  recovery  of  the  market.  The  chairman  of  the  Malaysian  rubber  develop¬ 
ment  board,  Tan  Sri  Dr  B.C.  Sekhar,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  16-member 
Malaysian  delegation,  said  measures  to  remedy  the  commodity  situation  were 
being  worked  out  by  the  participants.  About  35  delegates  from  6  countries  are 
taking  part.  The  meeting  is  being  chaired  by  Mr  T.  Verma  of  India.  The  other 
four  countries  attending  are  Indonesia,  Sri  Lanka,  Thailand  and  Singapore. 

[Text]  [BK200905  Kuala  Lumpur  International  Service  in  English  0800  GMT  20  May 
82] 
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COMMONWEALTH  CAN  BE  MEANINGFUL1 —The  commonwealth  can  be  a  meaningful  body 
if  there  is  a  political  will  and  desire  among  its  members  to  cooperate  and 
assist  each  other.  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Tan  Sri  Ghazali  Shafie  said 
economic  development  and  international  security  are  interlinked  and  inseparable. 
The  richer  member  countries  in  the  commonwealth  must  be  prepared  to  provide 
more  opportunities  for  trade  development  and  industrialization  expansion  to 
developing  countries.  Otherwise,  the  economic  situation  will  deteriorate,  Tan 
Sri  Ghazali  said  this  when  opening  the  sixth  commonwealth  youth  affairs  council 
meeting  in  Kuala  Lumpur  today.  He  regretted  that  the  commonwealth  heads  of 
government  meeting  had  not  given  adequate  emphasis  towards  understanding  the 
problems  of  underdevelopment  and  poverty.  Therefore,  he  said  the  meeting  was 
vital  to  inclucate  the  values  and  ideals  of  commonwealth  cooperation  among 
youths.  Their  participation  would  ensure  continued  growth  and  progress  of 
the  organization  as  an  important  factor  in  international  cooperation.  Earlier, 
commonwealth  Secretary  General  Ramphal  said  Malaysia's  technical  assistance 
program  to  small  states  in  the  Pacific  was  a  model  of  practical  service  develop¬ 
ing  countries  could  render  to  each  other.  More  than  60  participants  from  26 
member  countries  are  attending  the  meeting.  [Text]  [BK181020  Kuala  Lumpur 
International  Service  in  English  0600  GMT  18  May  82] 

RUBBER  WITHHELD  FROM  MARKET— The  Association  of  Natural  Rubber  Producing 
Countries  has  proposed  that  350,000  tons  of  rubber  should  be  withheld  from 
the  market  over  a  6-month  period.  Measures  to  achieve  the  objective  may  in¬ 
clude  tapping  holidays,  ban  on  the  use  of  [words  indistinct],  accelerated 
replanting  and  increased  national  stockholdings.  This  was  disclosed  in  a 
statement  issued  in.  Kuala  Lumpur  this  evening  after  a  2-day  meeting  of  the 
association.  The  statement  said  that  different  producing  countries  could 
adopt  their  varied  strategies  to  contribute  their  share  toward  achieving  the 
objective.  It  explained  that  the  measure  was  necessary  to  improve  the  export 
earnings  and  alleviate  various  economic  problems  of  smallholders  of  member 
countries.  An  urgent  meeting  of  the  .association  should  be  held  not  later  than 
the  first  week  of  July  to  plan  strategies  for  immediate  implementation.  The 
statement  also  said  member  countries  felt  consumers  has  failed  to  give  due 
recognition  to  the  need  to  instill  confidence  among  rubber  producers  to  ensure 
long-term  supplies.  Inflation  and  rising  cost  of  production  had  also  eroded 
this  confidence  and  adversely  affected  the  economic  viability  of  the  industry. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  international  natural  rubber  organization  buffer  stock 
operation  failed  to  produce  the  requisite  impact  on  the  market.  This  was  in 
spite  of  having  accumulated  stock  in  excess  of  140,000  tons.  [Text]  [BK211423 
Kuala  Lumpur  Domestic  Service  in  English  1130  GMT  21  May  82] 

MISSIONS  IN  SOUTH  PACIFIC  COUNTRIES — Malaysia's  policy  to  develop  relations 
with  smaller  developing  countries  will  be  further  enhanced  with  the  opening  of 
missions  in  Suva,  Fiji,  and  Port  Moresby,  Papua  New  Guinea.  Stating  this  in 
Kuala  Lumpur  today,  the  Malaysian  high  commissioner  designate  to  Fiji,  Encik 
Abdul  Karim  Mar zuki,  said  Malaysia  hoped  to  cover  the  entire  South  Pacific 
region.  The  government  had  not  named  the  Malaysian  high  commissioner  to  Papua 
New  Guinea,  but  it  had  already  opened  its  mission  at  Port  Moresby  headed  by  a 
charge  d'affaires,  (Encik  Mohamed  Rusdi  Rahman).  Encik  Abdul  Karim  said  that 
the  setting  up  of  the  mission  was  a  clear  proof  of  Malaysia's  desire  to  inten¬ 
sify  cooperation  with  developing  and  small  island  countries  in  the  Pacific. 
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He  added  that  in  view  of  the  increasing  protectionism  among  developed  and  in¬ 
dustrialized  countries,  Malaysia  was  formally  advocating  closer  cooperation 
among  developing  countries  to  overcome  their  common  problems.  [Text]  [BK211315 
Kuala  Lumpur  Domestic  Service  in  English  1130  GMT  21  May  82] 

MAHATHIR  ADDRESSES  MCA  MEETING — Datuk  Sri  Dr  Mahathir  Mohamed  says  the  existing 
machinery  to  run  the  country  has  worked  very  well.  It  is,  therefore,  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  people  to  keep  it  moving  smoothly.  In  this  connection, 
the  prime  minister  called  on  all  races  to  find  ways  and  means  to  cooperate  in 
areas  which  bring  about  success  for  the  nation.  The  prime  minister  said  the 
present  system  of  machinery  could  not  be  changed  drastically  by  taking  away 
from  others  what  has  been  previously  given.  The  wealth  should  be  shared 
equally.  He  added  that  by  working  in  harmony,  the  country  would  be  able  to 
stand  on  equal  footing  with  other. developed  nations.  Datuk  Sri  Dr  Mahathir 
was  speaking  at  the  opening  of  the  Malayan  Chinese  Association  meeting  in 
Kuala  Lumpur  today.  [Text]  [BK230803  Kuala  Lumpur  International  Service  in 
English  0600  GMT  23  May  82] 
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ABD  LOANS  FOR  ELECTRIFICATION ,  CROP  PROGRAMS 
Kathmandu  THE  RISING  NEPAL  in  English  2  May  82  pp  ,  6 

[Text]  Kathmandu ,  May  1:  The  Asian  Development  Bank  is  to  provide  Nepal  assist¬ 
ance  worth  481.60  million  rupees  (37.05  million  US  dollars)  for  implementation 
of  four  projects  such  as  fourth  power  project,  rural  electrification  programme, 
command  area  development  and  crop  intensification  programme,  reports  RSS. 

Four  separate  agreements  to  this  effect  were  signed  yesterday  in  Manila,  the 
Philippines,  between  His  Majesty's  Government  of  Nepal  and  the  Asian  Development 
Bank,  Foreign  Ministry  sources  said,  here  today. 

The  agreements  were  signed  by  Minister  for  Finance,  Commerce  and  Supplies  Dr. 
Yadav  Prasad  Pant  who  is  currently  participating  in  the  15th  annual  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  ADB  in  Manila. 

Under  the  first  agreement  the  Asian  Development  Bank  will  provide  US  dollar 
19.4  million  ,  as  loan  assistance  for  the  implementation  of  the  fourth  power 
project. 

The  assistance  is  provided  for  the  construction  of  about  225  KM.  double  circuit 
132  Kv  electric  transmission  line  from  Butwal  to  Nepalgunj  and  four  substations 
at  Butwal,  Shivpur ,  Lamahi  and  Nepalgunj. 

The  total  cost  of  the  project  is  US  dollar  23.4  million  (about  Rs.  204.30 
million) . 


The  project  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  July  1986.  It  may  also  be  noted 
that  the  French  Government  has  agreed  to  finance  Dumkibas-Butwal  portion  of  the 
project. 

United  Nations  Development  Programme  (UNDP)  will  provide  grant  assistance  of 
US  dollar  1  million  (Rs.  13  million)  for  meeting  the  cost  of  consultancy  ser¬ 
vices  and  training  programme. 

Under  the  second  agreement  the  Asian  Development  Bank  will  provide  grant  assist¬ 
ance  of  US  dollar  0.15  million  (Rs.  19.40  million)  for  the  preparation  of  a  ten- 
year  rural  electrification  programme . 
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Under  the  third  agreement,  the  Asian  Development  Bank  will  provide  US  dollar 
13.5  million  (Rs.  175.50  million)  for  command  area  development  project. 

The  project  envisages  to  develop  command  areas  of  Banganga,  Gandak  West  Canal 
and  Manusmara  Irrigation  Project  by  maintaining  existing  canals,  constructing 
branch  canals  and  farm  ditches  and  warehouses  of  about  1,800  metric  tons 
capacity. 

Agriculture  Development  programme  and  provision  of  7,000  metrict  tons  of  ferti¬ 
lizers  are  also  included  in  the  projects. 

Total  cost  of  the  project  is  estimated  at  US  dollar  31  million  of  which  Inter¬ 
national  Fund  for  Agriculture  Development  (IFAD)  will  provide  US  dollar  11.1 
million  as  loan  and  UNDP  US  dollar  1.2  million  as  grant  technical  assistance. 

Under  the  fourth  agreement,  the  asian  development  bank  will  privide  US  dollar 
4.0  million  (Rs.  52  million)  as  loan  for  the  purchase  of  chemical  fertilizers 
under  the  crop  intensification  programme. 

The  programme  envisages  to  raise  agricultural  production  of  375,000  hectares  of 
land  in  Rautahat,  Bara  and  Parsa  district  and  construct  warehouse  of  2,000 
metric  tons  capacity  at  Chandranigahpur  in  Rautahat  district. 

The  loans  of  the  Asian  Development  Bank,  arry  a  service  charge  of  1  percent. 

The  loan  for  crop  intensification  programme  is  repayable  in  25  years  including 
a  grace  of  8  years  whereas  the  two  loans  are  repayable  in  40  years  including  a 
grace  of  10  years. 
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SOVIET  AID  FOR  RESIN-TURPENTINE  INDUSTRY 
Kathmandu  THE  MOTHERLAND  in  English  1  May  82  p  1 

[Text]  Forest  and  Soil  Conservation  Minister  Ramananda  Prasad  Yadav  laid  the 
foundation  stone  for  the  rasin  and  turpentine  industry  to  be  built  with  Soviet 
assistance  at  Ataria  of  Kailali  district  recently. 

The  industry  to  be  set  up  at  an  estimated  cost  of  90  million  rupees  is  expected 
to  enter  into  production  within  the  next  two  years  and  provide  employment  to 
more  than  20  thousand  people. 

While  the  Soviet  Union  will  provide  assistance  of  54  million  rupees  (three  mil¬ 
lion  roubles)  and  technical  assistance  for  establishment  of  the  industry,  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  bear  out  local  cost  involving  36  million  rupees. 

A  2,800  metric  tons  capacity  rasin  processing  machinery  and  a  625  metric  ton 
capacity  turpentine  processing  machinery  will  be  installed  at  the  factory. 

Speaking  at  the  foundation  laying  ceremony.  Minister  Yadav  lauded  the  interest 
evinced  by  the  Soviet  Union  in  socio-economic  development  of  developing  coun¬ 
tries  such  as  Nepal  and  said  that  the  rasin  turpentine  industry  was  symbolic  of 
the  friendship  between  Nepal  and  the  Soviet  Union. 
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MAGNESITE  EXPLOITATION  STARTS 

Kathmandu  THE  RISING  NEPAL  in  English  6  May  82  p  1 


l  Excerpt] 
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,a  number  of  neighbouringhi-| 
Hocks.  Indeed,  going  by  sta-  j 
ted  claims;  if  the  present  pro- 1 
ven  deposists  were  mined  it; 
.will  transform;  Nepal  iftto| 
one  of  the  .major  magnesite  'j 
producers  of  the  world- 

’  Minig  engineers  working;] 
at  the  mine  site  told  a  group  ) 
of  visiting  newsmen  from  the^ 
capital  here  yesterday  that  a  | 
total  of  '180,  million  metricj 
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tdniies’' Of  the  mineral  was) 
estimated  to  lying  sungly  in  ’ 
the  ample  bosom  of  these^ 

-• -v  *  v 

.'““’'A-'  considerable  bortio  n  i 

of  the  proven,  mineral  depo-  i 
sit  is  reportedly  ■  of  “cosme-  \ 
tic  grade”  and  is  to  reporte-  l 
dly  found  no  where  else  but  ] 
Brazil.  '  •/' •; ■  Vj 

%  For  the  present,  however,  , 
only  120  metric  tonnes  ^ 
of  .  )  magnesite will  be  J 
mined  out  and  the  f  est  wp(ild  | 
Ibe  nuearthed  later.  *  ’  - .  -’i 

(  Presently  an  area  of  about!; 
;'one  square  kilometre  has ] 
.'been'  earmarked  for : mining  ) 
which  is  -  divided  into  four  '  ) 
;•  sectors  for  working  conveni- 
■ence,  -  '  -  -  ■■ 


'A-  kiln  plant  is  to  be  set s' 
■-up  in  Laimo  Sangu,  about  * 
:;'f  thirty  two  kilometre  from-: 
here  where  raw  magnesite  ‘ , 
•  wilt  be  burnt  and  a  total  OFj 
.twenty  thousand  metric  to-] 
nines  refractory,  brick  s.  will's 


be  produced  at  the  refractory] 
plant  to  be  set  up  at  Birgunj  i 
out  of  the  Dead  Burnt . 
Magnesite  (DBM)  to  be  pro-  • 

'  duced  by  the  Ldmo  Sangu  ) 
kiln;  v  ■'] 

In  order  to  transport  the 
raw  mineral  to  the  proposed 
Kiln  in  Lamo  Sangu  an  ele- ; 
ven  kilometre  long  ropeway; 
system  is  to  be  established.’ 
Although,  neither  fb; 
i  these  plants  has'  been  set) 
up  in  Mepal  as  yet.  His  Maj-i 
esty’s  Government  has  rep- 1 
•  ortedly  .permitted  the  tran- , 
•sportation  of  some  raw  ma-  'j 
gnesite  to  India  where  the  1 
concerned  mining  company  1 
.  will  carry  out  necessary  che-  i 
|  mical  analysis  of^the  mineral 
| -  and  \  explore  market  possi- ; 
blities ,  there. 

[i;  ‘ r  Initally,  ten  thousand  me-  ] 
“"trie  tonnes  of  the  raw  mineral 
is  permitted  to  be  taken  to 
India,  sources. in  the  Depar¬ 
tment  of  Geology  and  Mine  ! 
in  Kathmandu  say. 
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OPEC  AID  TO  NEPAL— Kathmandu ,  May  3s  Minister  for  Finance,  Commerce  and  Sup¬ 
plies  Dr.  Yadav  Prasad  Pant  has  said  that  if  Nepal  can  improve  its  project  im¬ 
plementation  capacity  the  OPEC  (Organisation  of  Petroleum  Exporting  Countries) 
fund  sees  the  possibility  of  stepping  up  its  assistance  to  Nepal  by  up  to  70 
million  rupees  annually  from  the  coming  year,  reports  RSS.  Ths  was  indicated 
during  discussions  with  representatives  of  the  OPEC  fund  held  in  Manila  at  the 
15th  annual  conference  of  the  Asian  Development  Bank  board  of  governors  y 
leader  of  Nepalese  delegation  Dr.  Pant  and  members.  (Kathmandu  THE  RISING  NEPAL 

in  English  4  May  82  p  1] 


CURBING  BORDER  CRIMES — Janakpurdaam ,  May  6 — Nepalese  and  Indian  police  officials 
yasterday  held  elaborate  discussions  on  ways  for  controlling  crimes  along  the 
border  regions  of  the  two  countries,  reports  RSS.  The  Nepalese  side  was  led  by 
Superintendent  of  Police  Dwarika  Bahadur  Shrestha  and  the  Indian  side  was  led 
by  the  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Police  Tarkeswore  Prasad.  The  meeting  was 
also  participated  in  by  police  officers  of  Mohattari  and  Sarlahi  districts  of 
Janakpur  Zone  and  high  ranking  Indian  police  officers  from  Madhubani  and  ay- 
anagar.  The  two  sides  have  taken  some  concrete  decisions  on  matters  relating 
to  controlling  crimes  along  the  border  regions  as  well  as  criminals  absconding 
in  their  respective  regions,  according  to  the  Janakpur  zonal  police  office. 
Discussion  on  pending  criminal  cases  were  also  held  on  the  occasion.  Earlier 
police  officers  of  Dhanusha,  Mohattari  and  Sarlahi  districts  held  a  meeting  at 
the  zonal  police  office.  [Kathmandu  THE  RISING  NEPAL  in  English  7  May  82  p  6] 
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ZIA  HOPEFUL  ON  EFFORTS  FOR  A  NEW  POLITICAL  PROCESS 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  12  May  82  p  1 
[Article  by  Shamsul  Haq] 


[Excerpt]  QUETTA,  May  H:  Pre¬ 
sident  Gen.  Mohammad 
Zia-ul-Haq  said  here  today 
that  efforts  were  being 
made  to  take  the  political 
process  forward  with  the- 
association  of  patriotic  peo-. 
pie  by  adopting  a  proce¬ 
dure  which  could  be  truly 
Islamic  and  free  from  the 
weaicnesses  of  the  past. 

He  hoped  that  all  difficulties 
would  bo  over  by  evolving  sucii 

a  comprebensive  system. 

The  President  while  replying 
to  a  question  as  to  what  steps 
were  being  taken  to'  revive  the 
spirit  Pakistan  movement  and 
promotion  of  political  process  in 
the  country  said  that  unfortuna¬ 
tely  the  organisation  which  had 
helped  create  Pakistan  could  not 
maintain  momentum  of  such  a 
movement  as  well  as  its  own  sta¬ 
bility.  Experience  of  the  past  35 
years,  he  added,  had  showed  that 
politics  in  the  country  had  not  ^ 
been  running  on.  proper  lines.  He 
said  that  it  was  lacking  the  re¬ 
quired  spirit  of  service  of  the 
nation  and  Country. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM 

The  President  said  that  his 
Government  was  making  all  out 
efforts  to  ensure  that  justice 
could  be  made  available  at  the 
door  steps  of  the  people.  The 
existing  laws,  he  added,  would 


be  replaced  with  the  Islamic  sys¬ 
tem  of  justice. 

The  President  told  a  news  con¬ 
ference  in  Quetta  today  that  the 
Government  was  examining  as  to 
how  could  the  superior  courts, 
lawyers,  Qazis  arid  the  existing 
laws  which  were  not  repugnant 
to  Islam  be  absorbed  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  Islamic  judicial  setup.  He 
said  that  it  was  essential  that 
there  should  be  de-centralisation 
of  administration  and  simplifica¬ 
tion  of  procedures  in  order  to 
check  corruption,  maladministra¬ 
tion  and  red-tapism.  Necessary 
steps,  he  pointed  out  were  be¬ 
ing  taken  to  weed  out  corrupt¬ 
ion  from  society. 

TEACHERS'  DEMANDS 

President  ’  Zia  while  replying 
to  a  question  about  the  teach-  ? 
ers  demands  and  their  strikes  £ 
said  that  although  it  was  a  pro-- 
vindal  subject,  he  had  given  as¬ 
surances  to  the  teachers  organi¬ 
sations  that  the  Government 
would  sympathetically  consider 
their  demands  provided  they  cal¬ 
led  off  their  strike.  He  said  that 
the  teachers  strike  had  really 
pained  him;  ~ 

He  said  that  it  could  not  be 
expected  of  teachers  to  take  re¬ 
course  to  such  an  action  and  ig¬ 
nore  their  prime  responsibility 
of  preparing  the  younger  gene¬ 
ration  to  assume  future  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  country, 
i  The  President  said  that  the  Go-  j 
vernment "  was  endeavouring  to  ] 
protect  the  interests  *$f  all  sec-  \ 
tions  of  society  within v  the  avail¬ 
able  resources  of  the  country. 
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ZIA  ASSURES  ALL  AID  TO  REFUGEES 

Karachi  DAWN  in  English  11  May  82  pp  1,  12 


[Text] 


QUETTA,  May  10:  President* 
Gen.  Mohammad  Zia-ul-Haq  has 
said  Pakistan,  is  looking  after 
Afghan  refugees*  on  humanitar¬ 
ian  grounds  in  the  Islamic  tradi¬ 
tions  of  Mohajirs  and  Ansars, 
end  added  that  Pakistan  would 
continue  to  provide  succour  tc; 
them  till  they  were  able  to  re¬ 
turn  to*  their  homes  in  -honour 
and  safety. 

He  said  that  it  was  in  fact  ‘'our 
religious  duty  to  give  shelter  to 
our  fellow  :  Muslim  brethren, 
particularly,  from  our  neighbour¬ 
ing  country*  because  Pakistan 
had  been^^reated  in  the  name; 
of  Islam*; 

The  President*  Who  *  visited  an 
Afghan  refugee  tentage  village 
at  Fanjpai  in  the  Quetta  district 
this  afternoon,  said  in  an  in¬ 
formal  chat  with  elders  of  the 
Afghan  refugees  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Pakistan  were  doing  their 
best,  both  "  individually  and  col- 
Actively,-  to>  lessen  the  sufferings * 
of  their  Afghan  brethren  taking 
refuge  in  Pakistan*  ' 

He  asked  them  to  pray^  ^ilah 
for  oration  of  conditions  ^con¬ 
ducive  to  their;  return  to  Afghan¬ 
istan  Jn  ait-atmosphere 
doin' 

,  ^president  Zia  sald  Pakistan 


was  grateful  to  Muslim  countries, 
the  United  Nations  and  other 
friendly  countries.  For  extend¬ 
ing  a  helping  hand  to  provide  re¬ 
lief  to  the  Afghan  refugees.  How¬ 
ever,  he  pointed  out.  the  main 
burden  was  being  borne  by  Pak¬ 
istan  itself.  The  problem  of  Af¬ 
ghan  refugees  was  engaging  ut¬ 
most  attention  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  people  of  Pakistan  ,  to 
see  as  to  how  best  they  could 
help^  their  Afghan  brethren  in 
hour  of  distress,  he  stated. 

\  Thet  elders  of  Afghan  refugees 
thanked  the  President,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  people  of  Pakistan 
for  the  way  they  had  been  es¬ 
pousing  the  cause  of  the  people 
of  Afghanistan  They  said  that 
but  for  Pakistan  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  seek  shelter 
following  foreign  intervention  in 
their  country,  and  added  that 
they  would  never  forget  the  hos¬ 
pitality  shown  to  them  by  Pak¬ 
istan 

They  also  thanked  the  Presi¬ 
dent  for  Pakistan’s  efforts  to 
seek  a  political  solution  of  the 
Afghanistan  problem.  They  said 
they  were  greateful  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  people  of  Pakistan 
for  championing  their  cause  at* 
international  forums. 
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NO  POSSIBILITY  OF  ELECTIONS,  SAYS  ZIA 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  1 


[Article  by  M.  A.  Mansuri] 


[Text] 

ISLAMABAD,  May  12:: 
President  Mohammad  Zia- 
iri-Haq  today  said- it  was 
better  if  the  people  stopped 
talking  about  elections  be¬ 
cause  “for1  the  time  being 
there  is  no  possibility  of 
holding  elections” ' 

Talking  to  newsmen  after  in¬ 
augurating  the  two-day,'  local 
bodies  convention  here,  the  Pre¬ 
sident  said  he  was  in  search  of 
talent  which  was  necessary  for 
democracy  from  -  the  Islamic 
viewpoint.  Exercise  is  going,  .on 
to  determine  what  is  the  s»n-\ 
dard  and  level  of  democracy  in 
Islam,  and  who  should  be  en--> 
trusted  with  the  task,  he  added. 

He  said  democracy  is  “no¬ 
body’s  monopoly”.  He  had  said 
a  few  things  during  the  past 
few  days  to  find  out  the  people’s 
reaction,  and  he  found  it  ex¬ 
tremely  favourable.  Now  it 
should  be  understood  by  all  that 
there  is  no  possibility  pf  hold¬ 
ing  elections  in  the  near  future 
"We  will  re-open  the  subject  at 
suitable  time”. 

A  newsman  asked  if  it  was 
possible  to  set  up  democratic  insti¬ 
tutions  on  division .  level,  doing 


away' with  provincial  govern-' 
ments.  The  President  replied 
that  this -  had  been  experimented 
very  successfully  in  Nigeria. 
The  President  said  he  win  refer; 
the  suggestion  for  analysis  to 
the  relevant  agencies.  ; 

A,  little  earlier,  newsmen  ap-j 
proachea  the  President  in  the; 
Majlis-i-Shoora  restaurant  where- 
the  guests  had  assembled  for 
tea,  and  a  reporter  asked  the 
President  why  he  had  said 
things  about  elections  which  in¬ 
spired  hopes  among  the  people, 
and  them  came  out  with  diffe¬ 
rent  statements  the  next  day 
which  caused  disappointment. 
The  President  said:  “It  is  better 
if  this  talk  is  closed.  No  more 
comments  on  ,  elections1  There 
is  no  chance  of  elections. 

He  said  the  elections  are 
meant  to  produce  results  and  it 
is  his  responsibility  to  ensure 
that  the  results  are  positive.  He 
has  no  instrument  which  could 
tell  him  when  elections  should 
be  held 

The  nevsmen  gathered  around 
the  President  again  a  little  later, 
and  one  of  them,*  who  was  not 
present  at  the  ^earlier  chat, 
asked  him  if  it  was  true  that 
he  had  said  that  there  was  no 

chance  cf  elections  and-  there 
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should  be  no  talk  about  them. 
On  the  President’s  reply  in  the 
affirmative,  the  newsman  said: 
“please  ask  them  not  to  pub¬ 
lish  it,  for  God’s  sake.  It  will 
lead  to  serious  misunderstand¬ 
ings”  The  newsman  also  said: 
“Your  proposal  in  your  inaugu¬ 
ral  speech  this  morning  that 
candidates  for  provincial  and 
Federal  elections  should  have 
been  councillors  at  local  bodiea 
level  is  very  sound  and  should  < 
be  given  a  chance”. 

The  President  said  these  arej 
all  proposals  and  no  decision.- 
has  so  far  been  taken  on  them.* 

He  said  what  he  meant  in.; 
his  earlier  chat  with  the  news¬ 
men  was  that  for  the  time  being  - 
there  was.  no  possibility  of  hold¬ 
ing  elections,  and  newspapers* 
and  politicians  should  stop 
talking  about  them.  For  so 
many  days,  Uie  newspaper  head* 
lines  talked  "only  about  elec* 
tions,  he  remarked  and  added1 
that  there-  were  many  other 
topics  also  to  talk  about. 

Replying  to  a  question,  the 
President  said  he  *  will  take 
three/four  days  more  to  study 
the  report  of  the  Islamic  Ideo¬ 
logy  Council  about  the  future 
“political  system. 
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NORMALIZATION  OF  PAKISTAN- INDIA  RELATIONS:  CONFERENCE  PLANNED 
Islamabad  THE  MUSLIM  in  English  15  May  82  p  1 


[Article  by  Salim  Bokhari] 


[Text] 


ISLAMABAD,  May  14:'Despite 
difficulties,  relations  between 
India  and  Pakistan  seem  to  be 
moving  in  a  ‘positive  direction’ 
and  both,  the  countries  are 
encouraging  efforts  to  increase 
people- to-people  contact,  a 
well-informed  source  disclosed 
to  The  Muslim  here  today. 

After  a  short  pause  they  have 
renewed  their  efforts  by  sending 
senior  journalists  on  exchange 
visits  and  the  main  purpose,  behind 
these  visits  is  to  provide  opinion- 
leaders  of  both  the  countries  a 
better  understanding  of  each 
other’s  views.  In  this  connection 
three  journalists  from  India 
recently  visited  Pakistan  recently. 
They  included  Rajendra  Sareen  of 
‘Public  Opinion  Trends’  which 
publishes  ,  a  regular  news-letter 
based  on  clippings  from  Pakistani 
newspapers,  Kuldip  Nayyar,  a 
renowned  national  columnist  and 
Sum  an  Du  bay.  Managing  Editor  of 
‘India  Today*.  Two  senior 
journalists  from  Pakistan  are  in 
India  these  days  with  the  same 
objective. 

The  Indian  Newspapers  Editors 
Guild  has  also  invited  a  delegation 
from  the  Council  of  Pakistan  News¬ 


papers  Editors  to  visit  India  some¬ 
time  next  month.  It  has  also 
proposed  that  later  a  reciprocal 
visit  of  the  Indian  newspapers 
Editors  will  also  take  place.  The 
expenditure  will  be  borne  by  the 
Guild 

It  may  be  recalled  that  both 
Indian  President  Sanjiva  Reddy  and 
Prime  Minister,* Indira  Gandhi  have 
expressed  their  desire  to  resume 
talks  on  no-war-pact  The  second 
round  of  .talks  on  no-war-pact 
between  the  two  countries  was 
unilaterally  put  off  only  a  few  days 
before  its  scheduled  date.  These 
were  to  be  held  in  Islamabad  at 
Foreign  Secretary  level  on  March  1 
this  year. 

Mrs.  Gandhi  is  reported  to  have 
said  that  she  was  writing  a  letter  to 
President  Ziaul  Haq  proposing 
resumption  of  talks  for  normalisa¬ 
tion  of  relations  by  setting  up  a 
Joint  Commission  while  proceeding 
side  by  side  with  the  no-war-pact 
proposal  made  by  President  Zia. 

The  Foreign  Minister  Sahibzada 
Yaqub  Khan,  on  his  return  to 
Islamabad  from  his  visit  to  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  had  said  that 
Pakistan  would  welcome  any 
initiative  from  the  Indian  ade  for 
the  resumption  of  talks  on  no¬ 
war-pact 

Meanwhile,  preparations  are 


afoot  to  hold  a  high-level  conference 
in  November  1982  in  Islamabad, 
which  President  Ziaul  Haq  is  likely 
to  inaugurate.  This  is  an 
“International  Conference  on  Peace 
and  Security  h  South  Asia”, 
according  to  a  knowledgeable 
source  here. 

The  Conference  would  be 
sponsored  by  the  Institute  of 
Strategic  Studies,  which  is  an*- 
autonomous  foreign  affairs  research 
organisation  based  in  Islamabad. 
The  Conference  will  have  participa¬ 
tion  by  leading  scholars  from 
Pakistan,  United  States,  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  Soviet  Union, 
India,  Bangladesh  and  Indonesia. 
This  probably  will  be  the  first 
conference  of  its  kind  to  be  held  in 
Pakistan. 

Moreover,  it  is  significant  that 
scholars  from  Soviet  Union  and 
India  will  also  be  present  at  the 
November  Conference.  This 
Conference  will  no  doubt,  also 
provide  an  opportunity  for 
exchange  of  views  on  all  such 
matters  that  affect  the  region  as 
a  whole.  All  these  steps  are  seen  as 
“significant  elements”  of  the 
government’s  efforts  to  defuse 
tension  in  this  region  and  to  initiate 
contact  with  opinion-leaders  of  the 
participating  States. 
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GOVERNMENT  COMMISSIONS  RESEARCH  PAPER  ON  PAKISTAN  MOVEMENT 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  12  May  82  p  5 


[Text] 


ISLAMABAD,  May  11:  The 
.  six-member  committee  compris¬ 
ing  Pakistani  intellectuals  and 
writers,  set  up  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  write  a  research  paper 
on  “Pakistan  and  its  Historical 
Background^  are  expected  to 
submit  their  paper  to  the  Pre¬ 
sident  General  Mohammad  Zia- 
ul-Haq. 

The  contents  of  the  research 
paper  would  be  later  projected 
through  a  puppet  show  to  be 
organised  by  the  Pakistan  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the  Arts 
(PNCA).  The  committee  had 
been  set  up  by  the  President 
ifter  he  along  with  other  Cabi¬ 
net  members  had  seen  a  puppet 
show  which  depicted  the  story 
of  Pakistan  Movement. 

The  President  had'  desired  to 
project  the  tale  of  Pakistan 
Movement:  through  puppets  * 
more  effectively  and  tastefully 
all  over  the  country. 

Noted  writers  and  intellectuals 
had  been  assigned  the  job  to 
prepare  a  comprehensive  script 
giving  a  complete  picture  of 
Muslim  civilisation. 

Confirming  the  news.  Dr  Khar 
lid  Saeed'  Butt,  Director-Gene¬ 
ral  PNC  A,  who  is  also  the  con- 
.venor  of  the  committee  said , 


the  script  besides  Pakistan 
Movement  also  covers  the  old 
civilisation  of  Sind  including 
Mohammad  Blit  Qfeim  era. 


When  Mked^hfith^P^pet ; 
show  was  repugnant  to"  Islam;* 
a  member  of  the*  coihmittee, 
Mr  Saleem  Ahmed,  said  puppets- 
mean  nothing  but  dolls,  which 
were  a  oart  of  Islamic  civilisa¬ 
tion.  He  quoted  Aisha  Siddiqa, 
wife  of  Holy  Prophet  (peace  be 
upon  him)  who  was  very  fond 
of  dolls*  Saleem  Ahmed  saicL 
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ISHAQ  ON  THE  PRIVATE . SECTOR  MOMENTUM 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  11  May  82  pp  1,  4 

[Text]  ISLAMABAD,  May  10:  Mr  Ghulam  Ishaq  Khan,  Federal  Finance  Minister, 
has  said  the  private  sector  investment  in  industries  had  doubled  in  the  past 
three  years  which  indicates  the  growing  confidence  of  the  private  sector  in 
the  Government  policies. 


■:  He  nupe  this  observation5 
during  hfe  meeting  with  the 
four-member  US  private  sector 
mooUisation  mission  here  today. 

He  said^the  private  sector, 
which  had  lost  its  vitorance  and 
vitality,  had  picked  up  momen¬ 
tum  in  the  past  few  years.  He 
said  the  present  government 
had  initiated  numerous  mea¬ 
sures  to  revive  and  consolidate 
the  role  of  the  private  sector 
in  the  national  economic  deve¬ 
lopment  drive. 

Explaining  the  rationale  of 
the  economic  strategy  being 
persued  by  the  Government,  the 
Finance  Minister  said  that  it 
was  designed  to  achieve  econo¬ 
mic  progress  and  social  justice.  > 
He  said  investment  was  primary, 
instrument  to  achieve  these  ob¬ 
jectives  and  the  Government 
had  clearly  demarcated  the  role 
of  both  the  public  and  private 
sectors  for  th£  fuller  utilisation 
ot  this  instrument. 

Mr  Ghulam  Ishaq  Khan  said 
the  Government  was  giving  pre¬ 
ferential  treatment  to  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  and  wanted  to  stimu¬ 
late  its  growth.  He  said  in  line 
with  this  approach,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  had  restored  as  many  as 
3,470  agro-based  units  to  their 
original  oymers  which  were  na¬ 
tionalised  by  the  previous  re¬ 
gime. 

He  said  that  the  Government 
was  encouraging  greater  involve¬ 
ment  of  the  private  entrepre¬ 
neurs,  especially  in  the  en¬ 
gineering  goods  and  agro-based 
industries,  which  offered  im¬ 
mense  .  scope  and  opportunities 


for  themT  ‘  ‘  _sr  * 

He  said  the  Government  poli¬ 
cies  have  started  yielding  posi¬ 
tive  results  in  the  industrial 
and  large-scale  manufacturing 

areas  in  the  private 
sector  investment.  He 
hoped  the  private  sec¬ 
tor  would  gather  fur¬ 
ther  momentum  in  res-, 
ponse  to  the  package 
of  incentives  and  con¬ 
cessions  extended  to 
it. 

T  Mr^'  GIiulam  iKhan* 

highly  appreciated  the  assist-  > 
ance  rendered  by  the_  United- 
States  to  the  development  3fiort_ 
of  Pakistan.  He  said  cfce  bila¬ 
teral  economic  cooperation  not 
only  brought  good  to  Pakistan 
but  also  strengthened  he  cor¬ 
dial  relations  between  the  two; 
countries.  He  said  he  expected 
the  mission  to  guide  anc  as¬ 
sist  Pakistan  in  its  enaeav  mrs 
to  develop  a  sound  technological 
base.  r-  .  -  -  ■"*] 

The  Deputy  Chairman  of  the ; 
Planning  Commission,  Dr.  Meh- 
bubul  Haq,  informed  the  mission 
that  the  Government  was  consi-* 
dering4  to  streamline’  the  proce-' 
dures  for  greater  private  invest¬ 
ment  mobilisation  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  He  said  the  Government  be¬ 
lieved  in  boosting  the  private 
sector  enabling  it  to  make  con¬ 
crete  contribution  towards  ach¬ 
ievement  of  soda  economic  pro¬ 
gress.  He  said  the  needs,  con- 
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stxaints  and  problems  faced  by : 
the  private  sector  were,  being  cur¬ 
rently  examined  and  analysed  in 
the  Planning  Commission  to  rea- 
Use  coveted  national  economic- 
goals.  ' 

./  Dr.  Mehbubul  Haq  identified 
survey  skill  formation,  better  ma¬ 
nagement  through  development  of 
training  and  expertise,  improve¬ 
ment  of  technology  and  market¬ 
ing  facilities  as  areas  where  the 
TJ.S.  assistance  woul<}  help  mol  i- 
lisation  of  the  private  sector 
Mr  Richard  Crisler,  leader  of 
the  mission,  stated  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  their  visit  to  Pakistan 
was  to  discuss  with  the  authori¬ 
ties  the  channels  for  utilisation 
of  the  private  sector  potential  of 
the  country.  He  said  in  this  con¬ 
nection  they  would  assess  the 
situation  and  the  ways  to  help 
to  Pakistan  achieve  its  larger  pri¬ 
vate  sector  mobilisation  targets. 

He  said  the  present  mission 
would  be  followed  by  others  to 
maintain  a  constant  contact  with 
the  Government  anJ  private  sec¬ 
tor  representatives  of  the  coun¬ 
try.-.  ...  ' 

The  meeting  lasting  nearly  twv 
hours  was  also  attended,  among 
others  by  Secretaries  for  Finan¬ 
ce,  and.  Economic  Affairs, 


BEGUM  LIAQUAT  SEEKS  DIALOGUE  WITH  ZIA  ON  WOMEN'S  CONDITION 


Karachi 

[Text] 


DAWN  in  English  12  May  82  pp  1 


l  In, a  letter  ?  to  President  Gen ! 

;  Mohammad  .  Zia-ul-Hag,(  .Begum 
Ra'ana  Liaquat  Ali  Khattj  Presi¬ 
dent;  All-Pakistan  Women's- iAsso* 
elation,  has  called  lor  a  dialogue 
“between  you  as  Head  of  State 
-and  me  as  the  leader  of  the 
Women  of  this  country”  on  the 
I  status  of  women,  -who  constitute 
jhalf  of  the  country's  population. 

,i  "Noting  that  -the  women  "stand 
| threatened”  and  are  being  consi¬ 
dered  “undignified  -  subordinates 
:in  a  male-dominated  sodety”' 
Begum  :  liaquat  expressed 
APWA’s  Intention  to  unify/aiL 
women's  organisations  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  cause  of  women,  y v 
|  In  a  letter  written  to  the  Pre¬ 
sident  in  April,  and  released  to 
the  Press  today,  the  APWA  Pre- - 
sident  wrote:  •  * 

“The  position  of  women  has 
become  the  ’  talk  of  the  day.  The 
‘role  of  women  is  being  discuss^ 
led.  The  status,  of  women  in  an 
Islamic  society  is  under'  debate. 
Keeping  this  .‘situation  m  v’ew,  a 
number  of  women  and  some  or¬ 
ganisations;  have  approached  me 
to  clarify  th<i  stand,  to  give  ad¬ 
vice,  to  lead  and  to  provide  gui¬ 
dance -to  the  present  and  future 
generations  and  to  posterity.. 

“APWA  has  stood  lor  the  up¬ 
lift  of  women,  for  women's  rights 
and  for  Jthe  dignity  of  women  in 
sodety,  as^a  worker,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family  and,  above  all, 
as1  a  mother.  Keeping  in  view 
the  Islamic  values  and  cultural 
heritage,  APWA  has-  played  a  ,  po¬ 
sitive  roie.  This  role  has  i»o 
doube  been  confined  focommun- 
ity  development  aud  much-necu- 
ed*  Sodal  services  activities  ^  But 
now  I  that  rthe^  woriims^  statld 
threatened  and  are  being  consi¬ 
dered  as  mere -^diattal^  as  ^undig¬ 
nified  subordinates/ 
dominated  society, ne¬ 
cessary  to  orient  our  policies  and 
formulate  our  programmes  so 
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that  -  the  prime  objective  for 
which  APWA  was  established 
and  for  which  it  has  received 
worldwide  recognition  is  restat¬ 
ed.  '..i  ..  v- 

“It  has  now  become  necessary 
to  mobilise  opinion  In  favour  ol 
women  in  the  mainstream  jol 
preseat-day  thought^  keeping  in 
view  the  high  values  placed  on 
women  in  an  Islamic  State, 

“APWA  intends  to  unify  ah 
women's  organisations  in  the 
country  to  create  a  congous* 
ness  and  understanding  of  the 
status  of  women  and  call  upon 
all  eplightened  members  ot  so¬ 
ciety  tq  give  support  to  the  ideals 
for  which  this  organisation 
stan<ty. 

“Alt  members  of  APWA  and 
other  women's  organisations  take 
upon  themselves  the  responsibili¬ 
ty  of  enrolling  members  of  giv¬ 
ing  their  time  and.  .energy  lor 
the  pursuit  of  these  desirrote 
human  goals  I  which  we  all  che 
rish.  It  is  in  this  way  that  we 
can  give  leadership  and  also  re 
fleet,  the  social  conscience  ot  oui 
sodety,  failing  which  we  v  ill  be 
deprived  of  all  we  have  achiev¬ 
ed  with  our  sweat,  toil  and  tears 
in  the  last  55  years.  o  ’ 

“Mr  President,  I  am  awars  ot 
the  many  problems  which  the 
nation  is  fadng  today  and  am 
fully  conscious  of  your  relentless 
effort  to  keep  the  nation  on  an 
even  keel.  National  unity  and  a 
calm  and  determined  people  arc 
I  ultii/ritoly  the  best  defence  of  a 
country.  Women  constitute  halt 
the  population  of  the  count)  y, 
their  confidence  must  be  res  tor- 

i  ©4*  ,  I 

"It  is  my  considered  opmimi 
that  a  dialogue  between  you  as 
Head  of  State  and  nu*  as  the 
leader,  of  the  women  of  this 
country  would  prove  most  nsetul 
in  coming  to  an  understanding 
of  the  entire  situation.” 
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PERFORMANCE  CLAIMS  OF  PUBLIC  INDUSTRIAL  ENTERPRISES  ARGUED 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  11  May  82  p  9 


[Editorial;  "Public  Industrial  Enterprises"] 


[Text]  the  MATTER  of  Whether 

the  public  sector  should  be  ac-,, 
tively  involved  in  industrial 
efforts  is  too  controversial  an 
issue  to  go  into  with  any  hope, 
of  arriving  at  a  reasonable  com¬ 
promise.  Certain  aspects  can  be 
regarded,  however,  in  isolation 
so  to  say,  to  pinpoint  certain 
merits  and  demerits  of  public 
sector  industrial  endeavour  in 
this  country  .  The  provocation  is 
the  recent  release  of  the  1980- 
81  annual  report  on  public  sec¬ 
tor  industries,  which  has  painted 
an  optimistic  picture  of  their 
performance.  According  to  the 
Production  Minister,  the  “tempo 
of  improvement”  has  been  main¬ 
tained  for  the  second  successive 
year,  and  significant  gains  have 
been  achieved  to  both  physical 
and  financial  terms.  The  trend 
towards  declining  production 
and  profitability  which  had 
marked  public  sector  industries 
was  reversed  to-  1979-8Q;  when 
the 'production  index,  net  sales 
and  pre-tax  profit  increased. 
This  trend  was  further  accentuat¬ 
ed  last  year,  one  notable  achieve¬ 
ment  being  that  all  corporations 
made  a  profit.  With  1972-73 
as  the  base  year,  the  production 
index  which  ,  stood  at  197.05 
to  1978-79,  went  up  to  257.90 
to  1979-80  and  261.03  last  year. 


Sales  increased  almost  17  per 
cent  last  year  whereas  pre-tax 
profit  was  up  by  almost  27 
per  cent. ( 

These  optimistic  signs  not¬ 
withstanding,  it  will  still  be 
difficult  to  ,say  that  all  is  well 
with  public  sector  industries.  In 
the  first  place,  the  very  fact  that 
the  sector  is  beginning  to  show  a 
profit  only  now  after  so  many 
years  is  an  indication  of  the 
level  of  managerial  efficiency.  It 
should  be  kept  to  mind  that 
many-  of  the  industries  nationalis¬ 
ed  a  decade  ago  were  making 
normal  profits  at  that  time,  but 
that  subsequently  their  profit¬ 
ability  declined,  or  they  had  to 
operate  at  a  loss.  While  this 
factor  alone  may  be  taken  as 
sufficient  reason  to  damn  the 
existence  of  public  sector  indus¬ 
tries,  unfortunately ‘the  issue  if; 
not  all  that  sirhpfe.  There  are  a": 
number  of  reasons  why  public 
sector  efforts  are  to  be  consi¬ 
dered  desirable,  expecially  in  a' 
society  such  as  ours.  Among  the 
many  reasons,  one  '  is  that  it 
helps  avoid  the  concentration  of 
Wealth  to  a  few  hands  and  may 
be  fostered  as  a  deliberate  policy 
f6r  this  purpose.  Another  impor¬ 
tant  reason  is  that  it  helps,  fill 
to  gaps  to  the  country’s  indus¬ 
trial  development,  gaps,  which, 

•  for  various  reasons,  are  not  fill; 
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el  by  the  private  sector.  Large 
requirements  of  capital  or  an 
overly  long  gestation  period  of 
a  project  may  make  it  impracti¬ 
cal  or  impossible  for,  entrepre¬ 
neurs  to  go  in  for  a  project  r 
PIDC  was  formed  in  the  early  • 
years  to  .fill  this  gap.  In  open¬ 
ing  up  under-developed  areas, 
too,  the  public  sector  has  an 
importknt  role  to  play,  since 
entrepreneurs  may  be  wary  of 
going  into  such  areas  even 
though  a  project  has  been  shown 
to  be  economically  attractive. 

The  only  middle  course  that 
can  be  adopted  is  that  for  the 
time  being  industrial  efforts  by 
the  public  sector  are  necessary, 
but  units  should  not  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  balloon  into  protected, 
mollycoddled  industries  which 
are  a  steady  drain  on  the  ex¬ 
chequer.  There  are  many  unsub¬ 
stantiated  reports,  for  instance, 
that  some  years  ago  a  number  of 
taken-over  industries  could  only 
be  kept  going  with  the  aid  of 
huge  loans  from,  nationalised 
banks,  and  some  of  these  loans 
had  to  be  written  off  subsequent¬ 
ly.  While  this  may  not  be  the 
case  at  the  moment,  in  some  ins¬ 
tances  there  is  another  method 
of  subsidy  which  is  equally,  if 
not  more,  disturbing.  This  is.  the 
tendency  to  increase  prices  of 
products  in  an  almost  arbitrary 
fashion!  Most  State  enterprises 
are  monopolistic  in  nature,  there¬ 
fore  it  is  with  impunity  that 
prices  Can  be  raised  to  meet  the 
demands  of  individual  units.  In 
fact  an  analysis  of  the  Rs.  15, 226 
million  total  sales  last  year  in¬ 
dicates  2.6  per  cent  increase  in 
volume  of  sales  and  -16.16  per 


cent  increase  in  prices.'  This  is 
not  a  true  indicator  of  the  over¬ 
all  performance  because  the 
total  figure  is  inflated  by  the 
increase  in  oil  priced  f  State 
Petroleum  was  responsible  for 
well  over  half  the  increase  in 
sales  last  year.  However*  an  ana¬ 
lysis  of  the  performance  of  other 
units  shows  that  a  significant 
portion  of  increase  in  sales  was 
due  to  price  rises. 

Accountability  is  a  word  that 
has  been  bandied  about  so  much 
that  is  has  tended  to  lose  its 
meaning.  If  State  enterprises  are 
to  be  run  properly,  however,  it  is 
the  element  of  accountability 
which  has  to  be  attached  to 
them  to  a  much  greater  extent. 
Executives  in  individual  units 
must  be  held  responsible  for 
their  mistakes  or  misdeeds,  and 
these  may  be  of  many  different, 
types,  from  downright  corrup¬ 
tion  to  failure  to  control  wastage' 
to.  making  a  bad  marketing  deal. 
Serious  mistakes-  of  judgment 
and  even  departures  from  prop¬ 
riety  are  in  many  cases  covered- 
up  in  the  close-knit  brotherhood 
of  bureaucracy.  In  fact,  there  is 
also  no  alternative  to  developing 
a  special  cadre  of  professionals 
who  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
bureaucracy  to  run  and  manage 
State  industrial  enterprises  on 
commercial  lines.  The  present  • 
system  has  been  tried  for  long 
enough  during  which  it  has 
failed  to  perform  well.  A  differ-  *« 
ent  method  must  be  tried  now  in 
an  attempt  to  ensure  that  prices 
of  products  axe  competitive  and  * 
that  inefficiency  or  corruption 
do  not  add  to  the  cost  which  ’ 
the  people  have  to  pay.  . 
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CABINET  BODY  FINALIZES  REPORT  ON  DOCTORS 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  11  May  82  pp  1,  4 


[Text] 


'ISLAMABAD-  '  May  id:  The 

Cabinet  sub-committee  constitu¬ 
ted  on  April  18  to  look  into  the 
problems  of  the  doctors  on 
Monday  finalished  its  report 
which  proposes  Introduction  oi 
a  compulsory  t  National  Health 
Service,  iOO  per  cent  absorption 
of  fresh  graduates  in  house 
jobs  in  1 982-83,  improving  care- 
er  opportunities  for  doctors:; 
and.  generous  incentives  includ¬ 
ing  liberal  loans  ana  tax-holi¬ 
days  and  consessions  on  import 
duties  for  encouraging  private 
practice. 

Dr.  Mahbubul  Haq,  Deputy 
Chairman,  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion,  ,  who  headed  the  sub-com- 
mitee  announced  these  propos¬ 
als  at  a  Press  conference  X^eie 
on  Monday. 

The  representatives  of  Pakis¬ 
tan  Medical  Association,  who 
were  also  on  the  sub-committee, 
however,  disassociated  themselv¬ 
es  from  the  sub-committee’s  re¬ 
port  pending  its  revieV  by 
their  Council  which  is  expected 
to  meet  in  a  week’s  time.  The 
PMA  representatives,  however, 
appreciated  the  proposals  in 
very  high  terms.  .. 

The  representatives  of  the 
Pakistan  Doctors  .Organisation 
(PDO)  expressed  their  reserva¬ 
tions  on  some  of  the  details  of 
the  proposals  and  were  nor 
sure  if  these  proposals  would 
be  implemented  at  all. 

The  PDO  representatives  reit¬ 
erated  their  resolve  to  go  on  a 
three-day  strike  from  Tuesday. 

According  to  Dr.  Mahbubul 
Haq  the  proposals  would  now 
be  subnutted-to^ the  Cabinet  for 
approval  The  proposals  envte* 
age  a  two-year  compulsory  he¬ 


alth  service  for  all  fresh  gradu- ; 
ates  after  they  had  completed 
house  job  of  one  year.  The^ 
female  doctors  would  be  requ-f 
ired  to  serve  the  NHS  for  one 
year  only.  Doctors  posted  in 
hardship  areas  would  be  paid  a- 
maximum  of  Ks  3,000  per 
month. 

Explaining  the  plan  for  lQf>* 
pel  cent  absorption  of  fresh 
graduates  in  house  jobs.  Dr. 
Mahbubul  Haq  said  that  there 
are  an  estimated  45,080  beds  in- 
the  country  spread  over  private  • 
and  public  health  centres  which 
would  facilitate  posting  of  one 
fresh  graduate  to  10  beds,  since 
an  estimated  4,000  doctors  ..gra¬ 
duate  every  year,  * 

With  respect  to  career  oppor¬ 
tunity,  the  proposals  recom¬ 
mend  de-linking  of  health  ser¬ 
vice  from  the  present  grade- 
system  and  introduction  of  se¬ 
parate  cadre  for  doctors. 

The  PDO’s  reservations  main¬ 
ly  relate  to  the  subject  of.  quac¬ 
kery  which  its  representatives 
said  was  not  dealt  properly  in  ! 
the  report.  They  also  wanted 
the  report  to  mark  some  provi¬ 
sion  for  job  opportunities  for 
the  doctors  after  they  had 
completed  their  national  health 
service. 

Their  main  argument  for  not 
calling  ofl  the  strike  was  that 
the  report,  in  itselt  does  not 
solve  any  problem.  They  want¬ 
ed:  the  Government  to  take  a 
firm  decision  in  respect  to  their 
demands  immediately.  They  said 
the  earlier  report  which  was 
prepared  about  a  year  and  a 
half  ago,  also  contained  similar 
high-sounding  proposals  but  no 
action  was  taken  on  it 
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DOCTORS  STRIKE:  MOB  ATTACKS  CASUALTY  WARD 
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[Text] 


Attack  on  the  Casualty  Ware 
of  the  Civil  Hospital  here  by  a 
group  of  enraged  persons,  mar¬ 
red  the  first  day  of  the  junior 
doctors’  three-day  strike  which 
began  on  Tuesday. 

The  incident  occurred  after 
one  Abdul  Qadir,  40,  of  Chawki- 
wara,  who  was  brought  to  the 
hospital  with  a  suspected  over¬ 
dose  of  alcohol,  died  there. 

Junior  doctors  claimed  that 
medical  and  paramedical  staff, 
more  than  the  usual  ■  strength, 
attended  to  the  patient  but 
they  could  not  save  him. 

The  victim’s  friends  and  rela¬ 
tives  numbering  about  200  who 
were  waiting  outside,  apprehen¬ 
ded  that  the  death  was  caused 
due  to  lack  of  care  on  account 
of  the  junior  doctors'  strike. 

They  stormed  into  the  hos¬ 
pital  damaged  some  furniture 
and  equipment,  and  also  man¬ 
handled  the  doctor  on  duty 
until  the  Police  arrived  to  inter¬ 
vene. 

Deploring  the  hooliganism, 
the  Junior  Doctors  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  said  that  about  1.000 
junior  doctors  of  JPMC,  Civil 
and  Abbasi  Shaheed  Hospital 
etc  observed  the  strike  but  pro¬ 
vided  the  usual  emergency 
cover.  .  ,4  •  '  s  - 

,-JThey  held  a  general _ body 

meeting  afTthe  JPM C  to  reaf¬ 
firm  their  determination  to 
continue  the  struggle  till  the 
acceptance  of  their  demands — 
career  structure,  paid  house 
jobs,  ban"  on  quackery,  employ¬ 
ment  to  jobless  doctors,  and 
better  service  conditions. 


■  Strike  was  also  observed  ab 
KV  Site  hospital,  Sind  Govern¬ 
ment  Hospital  and  dispensaries 
etc.,  they  said. 

The  DMC  Students  Union  is 
holding  a  .meeting  on  Wednes¬ 
day  at  ll  ami.  and  is  expected 
to  extend  support  to  ther  strik¬ 
ers. 

.  meVgency  cover,  however, 
was  given  to  the  patients  by 
the  young  doctors,  as  decided 
earlier. 

The  strike  was  observed  on1 
the  nail  of  Pakistan  Doctors* 
Organisation  (PdO)!  Dr  Eice 
Muhammad,  the  PDO  President 
had  on  Monday  staged  a  walk¬ 
out  from  the  Ca,binet’s  sub¬ 
committee  meeting  and  describ¬ 
ed  the  government  assurance 
as  lacking  incredibility.  He  dem¬ 
anded  written  commitment  from 
the  Government  side.  The  doc¬ 
tors,  he  said,  will  not  give  up 
their  struggle  till  the  acceptan¬ 
ce  of  their  demands. 

-  v 

At  a  general  body  meeting 
the  junior  doctors  expressed 
grave  concern  over  Govern¬ 
ment’s  refusal  to  accept  their 
genuine  demands  which,  they 

alleged,  would  aggravate  the 
situation  and  create  enormous 
difficulties,  not  only  for  them 
but  also  for  the  general  public. 

The  meeting  unged  that  the 
demands  of  the  junior  doctors 
should  be  accepted  immediate¬ 
ly  . 

The  meeting  condemned  the 
alleged  victimisation  of  the 
junior  doctors  by  the  LMC  Hos¬ 
pital  administration. 
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PAKISTAN 


WHEAT  SHORTAGE  FEARED:  RESERVES  ANNOUNCED 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  12  May  82  p  1 


[Text] 


ISLAMABAD.  May  11:  Vice- 
Admiral  Mohammad  Fazil  Janjua, 
Federal  Minister  for  Food  and 
Agriculture,  has  said  there  are 
16  lakh  tons  of  wheat  available 
With  the  Government  in  reserve 
stock  to  meet  any  wheat  short¬ 
age  feared  due  to  the  untimely 
rain*. 

In  an  exclusive  interview  with 
PPI  here  on  Tuesday,  he  said, 
there  would  be  minimum  harm 
to  the  wheat  crop  if  the  present 
rain  spell  is  over  within  two  or 
three  weeks.  However,  if  these 
rains  continue,  a  serious  threat 
to  the  harvested  crop  may  be 
caused  by  fungus,  he  added.  / 

He  said,  agriculture  was  a  roof¬ 
less  industry  mainly  dependent! 
on  weather,  and  we  should  pray 
to  Almighty  Allah  for  dry  spell 
so  that  the  labour  of  farmers 
should  not  go  waste. 

He  said  wheat  production  in 
Sind  was  somewhat  better  due  to 
favourable  weather.  The  harvest¬ 
ing  has  been  completed  and  it 
will  meet  the  target  of  20.60 
lakh  tons  of  production  fixed  for 
the  current  year. 

In  Punjab,  be  said,  the  pro¬ 
duction  target  was  89  lakh  tons, 
while  80  to  90  per  cent  harvest¬ 
ing  in  southern  Punjab  has  also 
been  completed*  Similarly,  the 
Minister  said,  in  central,  north¬ 
ern  Punjab  and  Rawalpindi  dis¬ 
trict,  50  per  pent  harvesting  has 
been  done. 

He  said  the  present  rains  were 
harmful  for  the  standing  crops 
and  we  could  only  pray  to  Allah 
to  make  opr  efforts  bear  fruit. 
The  farmers  and  the  Government 
functionaries  have  done  their 
best  and  how  the  results  lie  with 
Allah,  he  added.  < 

He,  however  did  not  comment 
on  the  fact  as  to  whether  there 
would  be  need  for  importing 
wheat  from  abroad- 
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PAKISTAN 


CRISIS  OF  CONFIDENCE,  INDIFFERENCE  ANALYZED 


Karachi  DAWN  in  English  17  May  82  p 

[Islamabad  Diary  by  M.  A.  Mansuri: 

Psychology  of  Indifference"] 

[Text]  THE  climate  here  last  week 

became  unusually  cold  for  the 
month  of  May  because  of  the 
untimely  heavy  rains  and  fre¬ 
quent  hailstorms  all  over  the 
northern  Punjab  and  parts  of 
the  NWFP.  The  city  dwellers 
enjoyed  this  weather.  But  in 
the  rural  areas  all  over  this  re¬ 
gion  the  rains  have  played 
havoc  with  the  standing  wheat 
crop,  and  it  may  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  meet  this  year’s  target 
of  wheat  production  in  the 
Punjab. 

Last  Friday,  people  held  special 
prayers  in  mosques,  following  a  call  by 
the  Federal  Food  Minister,  for  an  end 
to  the  continuing  wet  spell.  In  winter, 
similar  prayers  were  held  for.  many 
weeks  for  an  end  to  the  dry  spell  which 
had  continued  for  several  months,  de¬ 
laying  the  sowing  of  wheat. 

This  shows  that  the  timing  of  every¬ 
thing  plays  a  vital  role  in  human  af¬ 
fairs.  The  same  thing;  if  available  at 
the  right  time,  becomes  a  source  of 
comfort  and  satisfaction  but  may  serve 
the  opposite  purpose  if  it  comes  at  the 
wrong  time.  Anyway,  there  are  said  to 
be  enough  reserves  from  the  last  three 
year’s  bumper  crops  to  see  the  country 
through  this  year  even  if  production 
falls  short  of  the  target.  But  the  plan  to 
start  exporting  wheat  may  not 
materialise,  except  that  the  contract ' 
signed  recently  with  Iran  for  the  supply 
of  one  lakh  tons  of  wheat  will  have  to 
be  honoured. 

STRIKES  AND  PRICES 


7 

"Impact  of  Rains  on  Wheat  Crop;  the 


A  section  of  the  serious  minded 
people  here  fear  that  a  bad  wheat 
harvest  may  affect  the  political  climate 
in  the  country'  in  the  coming  months, 
providing  an  opportunity  for  the  anti* 
social  and  subversive  elements  to  exp¬ 
loit  the  situation.  Their  argument  is 
simple.  Already,  there  is  widespread 
dissatisfaction  mainly  because  of  the 
growing  inflation,  economic  depres¬ 
sion  and  absence  of  normal  political 
activity.  The  two-month-old  teacher’s 
strike  which  was  called  off  the  previous 
week  by  one  section  of  the  teachers’ 
United  Front  is  still  continuing.  Some 
sections  of  the  university  and  college 
teachers  all  over  the  country  have  also 
gone  on  strike.  The  young  doctors 
have  increased  the  number  of  their 
strike-days  every  week,  despite  Dr. 
Mahbubul  Haq’s  report  making  rosy 
promises  to  them.  The  railway  and 
postal  employees’  unions  have  also 
served  strike  notices. 

In  the  private  sector,  the  textile  in¬ 
dustry'  is  in  a  very  bad  shape.  Two  large 
textile  mills  in  the  country  last  month 
went  completely  out  of  business,  re¬ 
ndering  over  ten  thousand  workers  out 
of  job.  Prices  of  essential  commodities 
are  going  up  constantly.  Last  week, 
the  prices  of  medicines  and  several  of 
the  foodstuffs  registered  a  sharp  rise. 
In  such  an  atmosphere,  if  the  wheat 
crop  in  large  parts  of  the  Punjab  and 
NWFP  also  is  damaged  the  feeling  of 
discontent  and  hardship  may  spread  to 
the  rural  areas  as  well.  Already, 
people  of  many  villages  and  Tehsils  are 
in  contact  with  the  authorities  with  re¬ 
quests  that  their  areas  be  declared  as 
calamity-hit  areas. 

In  fact,  as  I  had  reported  in  one  of 
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my  recent  diaries,  a  sort  of  fatalism  is 
becoming  the  dominant  feature  of- the 
popular  mood  here.  Growing  uncer¬ 
tainty  in  the  political  field,  the  tradi¬ 
tional  budget  scare,  concern  over  ris¬ 
ing  prices,  and  frequent  statements  by. 
various  personalities  reopening  the  is¬ 
sues  of  the  authorship  of  the  Partition 
Plan,  the  integrity  of  the  leadership  of 
the  Pakistan  Movement  and  the  ideol¬ 
ogy  of  Pakistan  are  mainly  responsible 
for  this. 

SUBVERSION 

It  is  true,  the  number  of  subversive 
and  anti-social  elements  arrested  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  month  was  significantly  less 
than  the  number  of  those  arrested  dur¬ 
ing  the  previous  three  or  four  months. 
But  it  will  be  naive  to  claim  that  they 
have  been  completely  eliminated.  The 
derailment  of  four  trains  within  the  last 
week,  three  of  them  in  the  Punjab,  is 
believed  by  many  people  here  to  be  the 
work  of  the  subversive  elements. 

Anyway,  it  was  in  this  spirit  that  the 
people  received  the  Federal  Finance 
Minister’s  announcement,  last  week, 
of  the  Government’s  decision  to  set  up 
a  high-powered  committee  to  suggest, 
in  time  for  incorporation  in  the  forth¬ 
coming  budget,  some  interim  relief  for 
the  civil  employees  of  the  Federal  and 
Provincial  Governments,  and  submit 
its  final  report  on  their  emoluments  by 
December  31,  1982.  The  announce¬ 
ment  caused  no  visible  reaction, 
favourable  or  unfavourable,  as  if  it  was 
of  no  consequence  to  them.  A  more 
unconcerned  attitude  was  visible  in  the 
context  of  statements  by  various  de¬ 
funct  political  party  leaders  saying 
things  about  the  mode  and  timing  of 
electionsin  the  country.  The  categori¬ 
cal  statement  by  the  President  after 
inaugurating  the  second  local  bodies 
convention,  last  week,  that  for  the 
time  being  there  was  no  possibility  of 
holding  elections  served  only  to  heigh¬ 


ten  the  prevailing  mood  -of 
uncertainty. 

GROUPS 

Perhaps  we  are  heading  towards  a 
pervasive  crisis  of  confidence.  Each 
one  of  us  is  forced  to  think  in  terms  of 
himself  and  look  at  the  other  fellow 
with  suspicion.  Groups  are  emerging 
within  groups,  and  collective  thinking 
is  virtually  disappearing  even  among 
the  people  of  the  same  clan  and  in¬ 
terests  —  students,  teachers, 
journalists,  traders.  Government  em¬ 
ployees  and  even  Ulema. 

A  new  trend  that  I  have  witnessed  in 
the  recent  weeks  in  our  educated  cir¬ 
cles  here  is  that  any  serious  talk  about 
our  national  affairs  cannot  proceed 
without  references  to  the  policies  of 
major  powers  which  are  known  to 
have  interests  in  this  region. 

For  instance,  throughout  last  week 
we  discussed  the  agitation  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  wing  of  a  particular  defunct 
political  party  in  the  light  of  our  broad 
understanding  of  the  policies  of  one  of 
the  superpowers.  Where  does  this 
power  stand  vis-a-vis  our  internal 
politics  and  also  in  relation  to  the  Af¬ 
ghanistan  issue?  And  what  is  at  the 
back  of  the  Indian  Government’s  mind 
which  continues  to  harp  on  thei  rune 
that  it  feels  threatened  by  Pakistan  ac¬ 
quiring  American  arms  which  have  yet 
to  be  delivered  under  the  last  year’s 
package  deal,  and  what  impact  will  it 
have  on  the  Pakistan  Government’s 
thinking?  The  World  Bank  pressures 
on  Pakistan  which  has  resulted  in  the 
withdrawal  of  subsidy  on  fertiliser  and 
lowering  of  the  value  of  the  rupee  in 
relation  to  the  US  dollar  are  also  fre¬ 
quently  quoted  in  such  discussions. 

In  this  context,  what  is  really  discon¬ 
certing  is  that  the  people’s  mood  of 
indifference  is  gradually  making  them 
believe  external  factors.  The  need  for 
correcting  such  an  impression  cannot 
be  overstressed. 
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BIGGER  ROLE  FOR  LOCAL  BODIES  IN  DEVELOPMENT  SUPPORTED 
Lahore  THE  PAKISTAN  TIMES  in  English  16  May  82  p  4 


[Text]  At  the  conclusion  of  the 

All-Pakistan  Local  Bodies 
Convention.-  in  Islamabad, 
President^  Zia-ul-Haq  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  would  soon  be  setting 
up  a  high-powered  finance 
commission  to  review  the 
financial  resources  of  local 
bodies  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations  as  to  how  these 
could  be.  expanded  and 
diversified.  The  commis¬ 
sion,  drawing  its  members 
from  the  Federal  and  Pro¬ 
vincial  Governments,  the 
Planning  Division  and  the  ; 
Ministry  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment,  will  look  into  the 
present  financial  position 
of  local  bodies,  their  poten¬ 
tial  resources  and  their 
capacitv  to  impose  local 
taxation  to  meet  an  in¬ 
creased  demand  on  them 
for  the  fulfilment  of  deve¬ 
lopment  programmes  in 
their  jurisdiction.  The  con¬ 
vention  discussed  their  pro¬ 
blems  in  six  groups  and 
presented  ah  exhaustive 
review  of  local  government 
activities  over  the  past  two 
vears.  Above  all,  these  dis¬ 
cussions  brought  to  light  a 
whole  perspective  of  fur¬ 
ther  improvements  in  the 
system  and  codified  their 
needs  to  tackle  program¬ 
mes  at  the  local  level. 

'  Federal  Finance  Minister 
Ghulam  Ishaque  Khan  and 


Planning  Commission 
Deputy  Chairman  Dr. 
Mahbubul  Haq  chaired  the 
two  most  important  dis¬ 
cussion  groups  in  the  con¬ 
vention:  Finance  and  Rural 
Development  and  Agricul¬ 
ture.  The  Finance  Minister 
voiced  the  opinion  of  his 
group  when  he  advocated 
that  finances  at  the  dispo¬ 
sal  of  the  local  government 
be  enhanced  and  some  res¬ 
ponsibilities  be  shared  out 
to  other  departments  which 
partook  of  the  amenities 
but  did  not  participate  in 
their  upkeep  and  improve¬ 
ment.  Similar  rationalisa¬ 
tion  and  adjustment  was 
demanded  in  motor  vehi¬ 
cle  tax  and  capital  gain  in 
the  cantonment  areas.  The 
councillors  emphasised 
timely  disbursement  of 
local  bodies  funds  and  a 
greater  share  in  the  deve 
lopment  schemes.  Dr. 
Mahbubul  Haq.  who  is 
preparing  the  next  Five-; 
Year  Plan,  recommended 
that  fully  10  per  cent  of 
the  total  allocation  should 
fall  to  the  share  of  the 
local  government.  He  re¬ 
commended  that  local 
bodies  be  allowed  to  for¬ 
mulate  their  own  Five- 
Year  Plans  with  an  accent 
on  local  resources  and 
self-help.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  he  pleaded  that  the 
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Plannin  g  Commission 
should  consult  the  local 
bodies  before  preparing 
development  schemes  in 
different  areas  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  so  that  maintenance 
and  supervision  of  projects 
could  be  entrusted  to  them. 
The  priorities  for  future 
development  were  firmlv 
set:  the  laving  of  metalled 
roads  from  farms  to  mar¬ 
kets,  building  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  education  insti¬ 
tutions  and  provision  of 
water  and  electricity  to 
more  rural  areas.  The  con¬ 
vention  made  strong  re¬ 
commendations  for  the 
standardisation  of  housing 
schemes  in  the  country  and 
asked  the  Government  not 
to  allow  construction  of 
houses  over  an  area  bigger 
than  one  kanal.  While  the 
demands  for  local  taxation 
were  accepted.  President 
Zia-ul-Haa  warned  against 
an  extreme  fragmentation 
of  the  countrv  in  terms  of 
local  levy  and  referred  to 
the  absurdity  of  stopping 
a  truck  45  times  en  route 
from  Peshawar  to  Karachi 
to  realise  export  tax.  The 
convention  marked  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  an  era  which 
will  connect  the  system  of 
local  government  to  the 
overall  socio-economic  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  country. 
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POLITICAL  ROLE  FOR  THE  ARMY  OPPOSED 

Karachi  DAWN  in  English  17  May  82  p  7 

[Text  ]  The  role  of  the  defence  forces  in  our 

national  life  has  already  been  de¬ 
termined,  which  is  effective  and  sue-, 
jcessful  defence  of  the  country.  Giving 
(additional  responsibilities  to  the  de¬ 
fence  forces  would  be  unjustified.  It 
would  be  the  negation  of  its  respect 
and  prestige  if  the  armed  forces  were 
to  have  a  role  in  politics  too. 

The  situation  in  the  neighbourhood 
also  requires  that  the  defence  forces 
ihould  concentrate  all  'their  attention 
jn  defending  the  country.  Apparently 
Pakistan  is  facing  an  adverse  situation. 
Fhe  Soviet  Union  »  at  Pakistan’s  bor¬ 
der.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  India 
with  its  designs  exposed.  But  theinter- 
national  situation  has  greatly  helped 
Pakistan.  While  Moscow  is  bogged 
down  in  Poland,  New  Delhi  is  having 
ts  own  problems  with*  Sikhs.  We  be- 
ieve  that  our  defence  forces  will  not  be 
n  a  better  position  to  safeguard  our 
geographical  frontiers  if  they  were  as¬ 
signed  a  permanent  role  in  the 
government. 

To  guard  our  geographical  frontiers, 
)ur  forces  have  to  remain  alert.  The 
lation  expects  this  role  from  them. 

— Nawa-e- W aqt,  Karachi,  May  15, 
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AFGHAN  MUJAHEDIN 1 S  PLEA  FOR  ECONOMIC ,  MILITARY  AID 


Karachi  DAWN  in  English  12  May  82  p  12 


[Text]  ISLAMABAD,  May  11 :  The 

Islamic  Unity  of  Afghan  Muja¬ 
hideen  UUAM)  has  called  upon 
the  Muslim  world,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  and  the  non-Muslim  peace* 
loving  countries,  in  general,  to 
unconditionally  support  the  Af-. 
ghan  freedom  fighters  both 
economically  and  militarily,  by 
supplying  them  with  weapons 
and  arms  on  large  scale. 

Addressing  a  joint  press  con¬ 
ference  here  on  Tuesday  the 
leaders  of  IUAM,  Mr  Sibghat- 
ullah  Mujaddidi,  Moulvi  Muham¬ 
mad  Nabi  Muhammadi,  and  Mr 
Saeed  Ahmad  Gilani,  said  they 
wanted  unconditional  support 
from  all  the  peace-loving  na¬ 
tions  out  clarified  that  they 
would  not  accept  the  aid  with 
strings. 

They  said,  what  they  needed 
were  arms  and  weapons  and  not 
men.  There  were  sufficient  peo¬ 
ple  fighting  for  the  liberation  of 
their  motherland.  This  is  what  we 
warn  from  the  West  along  with 
support  for  our  cause. 

In  reply  to*  a  question,  they 
said,  their  alliance  was  forged 
tome  19  months  back  and  com¬ 


prises  the  Organisation  of  Isla¬ 
mic  National  Front,  Islamic  Re¬ 
volution  Movement  of  Afghanis¬ 
tan  and  Afghan  National  Libera¬ 
tion  Front. 

The  alliance  was  forged  in 
the  best  interest  of  Afghanistan 
and  a  §hoora  Committee  was 
also  formed  to  act  as  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  Committee,  they  added. 
They  said,  when  full  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Shoora  is  completed, 
it  will  choose  a  single  leader  of 
the  alliance  (IUAM). 

They  claimed  that  a  number 
of  Russian  soldiers  and  officers 
had  been  captured  by  Mujahi¬ 
deen.  Some  of  them  have  been 
tried  and  convicted,  they  said 
adding,  some  Russian  soldiers 
“have  embraced  Islam  and  now 
were  fighting  side  by  side  with 
the  Mujahideen.'* 

In  replv  to  another  question, 
they  said,  they  were  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  merger  with  the  other 
alliances  of^  Mujahideen.  The 
main  obstacle  in  the  wa\  of  this 
merger  is  anti-Mujahideen  pro¬ 
paganda,  and  confrontation  on 
the  part  of  other  parties,  they 
added. 
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YAQUB  SAYS  REFUGEES  SUBSIST  ON  40  CENTS  A  DAY 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  15  May  82  p  1 


[Text]  MANAMA,  (Bahrain),  May  14: 

The  2.5  million  Afghanistan  re- 
lugees  in  Pakistan  subsist  on  40 
cents  per  day  each,  according  to 
Pakistan  .  Foreign  Minister  Sa- 
habzada  Yaqub  Khan. 

Speaking  at  a  Press  confe* 
rence  in  Abu  Dhabi,  capital  of 
the  United  Arab  Emirates,  he 
said  the  refugees  cost  one  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  per  day,  half  of  the 
amount  borne  by  the  tJAE  and 
other  friendly  States. 

He  said  his  current  Gulf  tour, 
which  took  him  earlier  to 
Kuwait,  was  aimed  at  discussing 
the  Afghanistan,  Gulf  and 
Middle  East  situation.  _ 

An  account  of  Mr  Yaqub  s 
Press  conference  was  distributed 
by  the  Manama-based  Gull 
news  agency.  • 

Meanwhile,  ft  campmgn  for 
funds  for  Afghanistan,  Palestine 
and  Eritrea  was  progressing  m 
Bahrain,  with  authorities  an¬ 
nouncing  that  private  donations 
in  this  country  of  380,000  peopl® 
have  topped  the  half-million- 


dollar  mark. 

The  Bahrain  Government  an¬ 
nounced  last  month  a  250,000 
dollar  donation  for  Afghan 
refugees.— APA. 

UNA  adds: 

Sahabzada  Yaqub  Khan  ar¬ 
rived  in  Doha  today  from  Abu 
Dhabi  for  talks  with  Qatari  offi¬ 
cials  on  bilateral  relations  and 
other  matters  of  mutual  concern 

He  will  also  deliver  a.  message 
from  President  Mohammad  Zia- 
ul-Haq,  to  the  Amir  of  Qatar 
Sheikh  Khalifa  Bin  Hamad  Al 

^^He  has  already  visited  Saudi 
Arabia  afd  Kuwait.  . 

During  his  two-day  visit  to  the 
United  Arab  Emirates,  Sahab¬ 
zada  .Yaqub  Khan  handedovo1, 
^'message  from  President  Zia'ul* 
Haq  to  the  UAE  Presiden 
Sheikh  Zayed  Bin  Sultan.  He. 
also  bad -talks  with  State  Minis¬ 
ter  for’  Foreign  Affairs  Kashid- 

Abdullah.  >  j  .  .  _  . n ; 

The  Pakistani  Minister  wui% 
also  visit  Bahrain  and  Oman  du¬ 
ring  his  current  .Guif  .  tour.--j 
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NON- AGGRESS ION  THROUGH  HEAVY  TRILATERAL  INVESTMENT  SUGGESTED 


Karachi  DAWN  in  English  15  May  82  p  7 
[Article  by  A.  T.  Chaudhri] 


[Text]  IDEAS  make  news  but  the  national 

Press  has  yet  to  cultivate  the  neWs  of . 
ideas. 

Most  of  the  space  in  our  news  media 
is  taken  up  by  pronouncements  of  th¬ 
ose  in  power  or  the  projections  of 
events  in  the  trouble-spots  of  the 
world.  Little  heed  is  paid  to  new 
studies  being  conducted  in  humanities 
and  sciences,  or  new  ideas  being* 
mooted  by  social  scientists  and  inde-" 
pendent  economists  —  ideas  which  can 
*  transform  societies  and  stimulate  the 
process  of  human  liberation. 

A  case  in  point  is  the  recent  exposi¬ 
tion  of  the  subject  of  regional  detente 
through  economic  cohesion  given  by 
two  technocrats,  who  are  at  once 
academicians  and  public  figures  —  ex-  :r 
Foreign  Minister  Agha  Shahi  and 
former  Finance  Minister  Mubashir 
Hasan .  Yheir  divergent  perceptions  of 
this  dominant  theme  merit  public  at¬ 
tention  since  both  Pakistan  and  India 
are  currently  groping  for  a  new  Order 
in  the  subcontinent  based  on  the> out¬ 
lawry  of  war  and  a  new  fraihe-work  of 
economic  cooperation  and  political 
amity. 

Speaking  of  economic  cooperation 
at  the  regional,  or  sub-regional,  level, 
at  a  time  when  the  political  climate  is 
none  too  hospitable,  Mr.  Shahi  struck 
a  rather  discordant  ", —  or  was  it 
realistic?  —  note  in  his  recent  address 
before  the  seventh  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Studies  for  Coopera¬ 
tion  in  Development  (CSCD)  in  South 
Asia  (April  22).  As  he  put,  it  “Intra- 
regional  disputes  and  differences,  con¬ 
flicting  responses  to  geopolitical 
challenges,  divergent  foreign  policies, 
not  to  speak  of  incongruence  of 
economic  interests  resulting  from  dis¬ 
parities  and  disadvantages  of  size, 
population,  location  and  levels  of 


economic  development,  pose  obsta¬ 
cles  to  harmonious  cooperation,  which 
is  a  sine  qua  non  for  the  formulation 
and  implementation  of  strategies  of 
development  on  a  basis  of  national  and 
collective  self-reliance/’ 

Priorities 

Elaborating  this  quintessential  note 
of  his  address,  Mr.  Shahi  also  pointed 
out  that  India’s  population  is  77  per 
cent  of  the  total  population  of  South 
Asia  ;  it  has  72  per  cent  of  the  total  area 
and  78  per  cent  of  the  national  pro¬ 
duct.  And  since  it  constitutes  three- 
quarters  of  the  region,  its  massive 
economy,  would  tend  to  dominate  the 
smaller  economies,  unless  adequate 
safeguards  are;  designed  to  protect  the 
interests  of  participating  countries  and 
ensure  balanced  interdependence. 

The^ex-Foreign  Minister,  however, 
conceded  with  an  open  mind  that  if  we 
learn  to  cooperate,  our  priorities 
might  change  and  we  might  be  able  to 
divert  huge  resources  from  the  waste-' 
ful  expenditure  on  armaments  to  the 
eradication  of  poverty.  (South  Asia 
has  the  largest  concentration  of  pov¬ 
erty  as  it  accounts  for  almost  75  per 
cent  of  the  world’s  poor). 

Now,  it  is  hot  the  first  time  that  the 
negative  factors  impeding  regional  and 
sub-regional  economic  cooperation 
have  been  pinpointed.  Way  back  in 
1964,  an  Indian  scholar,  Sisir  Gupta, 
had  in  his  book:  “India  and  Regional 
Integration  in  Asia,”  listed  11  major 
problems  of  cooperation  on  regional 
level.  (PP.  101-103).  He  had  even 
warned  that  a  superstructure  of  Indo- 
Pakistan  cooperation  built  on  insecure 
foundations  might  easily  collapse  and 
lead  the  two  countries  once  again  into 
the  quagmire  of  tension  and  conflict. 


-  But  the  world  of  Eighties  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  world  of  Sixties  or 
Fifties.  The  very  faet  that  it  is  Pakistan . 
not  India,  that  is  now  offering  the  olive 
branch  of  a  no-war-pact  shows  how  the 
roles  of  old  adversaries  have  been 
reversed. 

New  patterns 

Then,  this  is  the  age  of  regional 
cooperation  and  in  several  far-flung 
regions  of  the  world  larger  and  smaller 
nations  have  managed  to  overcome 
their  inhibitions  and  contradictions 
and  evolved  new  patterns  of  coopera¬ 
tion  based  on  an  equitable  sharing  of 
gains  and  losses  —  of  course,  with  var¬ 
ying  success.  Nations,  old  and  new, 
have  even  explored  new  strategies  of 
development  circumventing  the 
pitfalls  of  cooperation  among  un- 
equals  and  identifying  new  areas  of 
mutually  advantageous  economic 
cooperation  which  has  in  course  of 
time  acquired  social,  cultural,  even 
political  dimensions.  Why  can’t  the 
countries  of  South  Asia  follow  suit  and 
become  active  partners  in  the  common 
struggle  to  deliver  their  peoples  from 
absolute  poverty  and  human  degrada¬ 
tion  which  they  can  no  longer  endure. 

Seen  in  this  context,  the  new  ideas 
just,  put  forward  by  Dr.  Mubashir 
(May  9,  Dawn)  to  raise  an  economic 
superstructure  of  Indo-Pakistan  amity 
on  the  foundations  of  the  Simla  Agree¬ 
ment,  deserve  to  be  analysed  and  as¬ 
sessed.  His  conceptual  frame-work  of 
mutually  beneficial  joint  ventures  bet¬ 
ween  the  two  countries,  with  the  finan¬ 
cial  help  of  donor  States  who  wish  to 
promote  sub-continental  detente,  may 
appear  to  be  somewhat  Utopian.  But 
economic  ‘trilateralism’  —  a  linguistic 
expression  avoided  by  the  Doctor  —  is 
not  a  new  phenomenon  in  the  present 
day  world.  It  is  already  in  vogue  in  the 
First  World  and  is  worthy  of  emulation 
by  the  South  Asian  countries  if  they 
are  earnest  about  waging  a  collective, 
war  against  poverty  to  bring  about  a 
social  transformation. 

What  the  former  Finance  Minister 
—  who,  incidentally,  made  his  mark  in 
the  international  arena  at  the  1973  spe¬ 
cial  U.N.  session  on  New  International 
Economic  Order —  obviously  stands  t 
for  is  giving  priority  to  the  promotion 
of  “material  national  interests"  over 
.  signing  political  compacts  which  can 
only  make  a  psychological  impact  on 
the  minds  of  the  people.  So,  his 
thoughtful  economic  plan  of  action  en¬ 
visages  nine  major  projects  involving  a 
“minimum  outlay"  of  25,000  million 
dollars  spread  over  five  to  seven  years. 


In  this  Herculean  joint  enterprise, 
both  the  super-powers,  and  some  na¬ 
tions  of  the  First  World  and  Muslim 
leaders  of  OPEC  are  expected  to  pro¬ 
vide  financial  props  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  economic  well-being  and  polit¬ 
ical  quiscence  in  this  tormented 
region.  . 

Interests 

The  ambitious  Indo-Pakistan  joint 
ventures  in  cement,  fertiliser,  power 
generation,  steel  manufacturing,  cop¬ 
per  and  coal  mining  and  laying  of  rail- 
way  tracks  for  super  train  services  link¬ 
ing  Peshawar  with  Calcutta  —  all  this 
should  help  transform  the  economic 
landscape  of  the  sub-continent  in 
keeping  with  mutuality  of  interests. 

For  example,  Pakistan  would  be 
able  to  augment  its  fertiliser  output  by 
an  additional  one  million  nutrient 
tons,  its  cement  production  by  10,OGO 
tons  a  day,  its  power  generation  by 
5,000  megawatt  and  its  steel  produc¬ 
tion  by  100  per  cent.  That  would  en¬ 
able  it  to  export  finished  goods  to  India 
and  import  capital  goods  from  there, 
which  would  reinforce  the  State  sector 
on  either  side  and  give,  an  unpre¬ 
cedented  boost  to  the  two-way  traffic 
of  trade.  (If  some  of  the  new  projects 
are  set  up  along  the  Indo-Pakistan  bor¬ 
der,  both  the  countries  will  have  a  vital 
stake  in  reducing  tensions  and  building 
new  bridges  of  confidence  across  their 
frontiers). 

Nevertheless  Dr.  Mubashir  cannot 
overlook  the  fact  that  economics  and 
politics  in  this  age  are  inseparable.  If 
economic  interdependence  can  pro¬ 
vide  a  sound  f>ase  for  political  detehte, 
the  reverse  is  equally  true.  Thip,  Mr. 
Shahi  is  not  wrong  in  stressing  that 
unless  political  relations  show  some 
visible  improvement  and  areas  of  conf¬ 
lict  are  resolved,  a  meaningful  regional 
economic  cooperation  based  on  mutu¬ 
ality  of  supreme  interests  cannot  be 
forged.  So,  the  level  of  statesmanship 
in  either  country  must  rise  to  a  new 
level,  a  level  of  constructive  vision. 

In  fact,  the  transition  from  un¬ 
ilateralism  to  bilateralism  and  then  to 
trilateralism  is  not  easy.  If* is  not  easy 
because  trilateralism  has  two  faces — 
inward  and  outward  —  the  one  con¬ 
cerned  with  preserving  national  in¬ 
terests,  the  other  with  promoting  in¬ 
ternational  partnership  on  a  genuine 
and  enduring  basis.  That  poses  the  real 
challenge  for  the  subcontinental 
partners. 
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ARMY'S  ROLE  IN  FUTURE  POLITICAL  SETUP:  CAUTION  URGED 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  15  May  82  pp  7,  9 
[Article  by  Brig.  A.  R.  Siddiqi  (Retd)] 


[Text]  PRESIDENT  '•  General 

Mohammad  Zia-ul-Haq  in  a: 
recent  statement  said  that  he 
favoured  a  role  for  the  army  in 
the  future  political  set-up  of 
the  country  to  forestall  repeti¬ 
tion  of  martial  laws.  “Such  a 
role’’,  he  added,  “was  essen¬ 
tia!  in  an  ideological  State  like 
Pakistan.” 

A  Higher  Command  Council  com- 
prising  the  President,  Prime  Minister; 
Defence  Minister  and  Service  Chiefs 
could  be  formed  to  take  decisions  on 
“vital  and  important  issues.'  The 
President’s  statement  should  generate 
lively  interest  and  a  discussion  on  the; 
role  of  the  armed  forces  in  the  national 
affairs  from  various  points  of  view'  in 
the  light  of  the  past  experience, 
present-day  reality  and  the  exigencies 
likely  to  develop  in  the  future.  Here  is 
one  view  point. 

,  It  has  been*  a  hard  fact  of  our 
troubled  national  history  that  regard¬ 
less  of  who  might  have  been  in  office, 
at  a  given  time,  it  is  the  armed  forces 
that  have  been  (and  remain)  in  power. 
The  Kashmir  war,  starting  within  just  a 
couple  of  months  of  the  emergence  of 
Pakistan,  first  brought  the  armed 
forces  into  prominence  as  the  most 
“organised  and  disciplined  force”  in 
the  country.  That  was  followed  by  a 
rapid  succession  of  events  deeply  in¬ 
volving  the  armed  forces  in  the  na¬ 
tional  affairs.  These  were  the  so-called 
Rawalpindi  conspiracy  case  (1951); 
massing  of  troops  by  India  along  the 
West  Pakistan  border  (1951);  Martial 
Law  in  Lahore  (1953);  Operatic^ 
Close  Door  in  East  Pakistan  (1957|| 
first  martial  law  (1958 );  military'  oper^  j 


t ions  and  the  first  Indo-Pakistan  war 
(1965):  Pakistan’s  second  partial  law 
(1969);  Pakistan’s  first  general  elec¬ 
tion  under  military  rule  (1970);  milit¬ 
ary  action  in  East  Pakistan  (March 

1971) :  second  Indo-Pakistan  War  (De¬ 
cember  1971);  Pakistan’s  first  civilian 
martial  law  (December  1971  to  April 

1972) ;  and  the  third  and  the  on-going 
martial  law  (since  July  1977). 

Every  martial  law  .  in  Pakistan 
originated  in  lawlessness  gone  out  of 
the  hands  of  .the  effete,  compromising 
and  not  always  popular  civilian  author¬ 
ity.  As  martial  law’s  surgical  knife 
went  deeper  into  the  body-politic,  it 
came  upon  lesions  and  pernicious 
growths,  clinically  unsuspected,  wait¬ 
ing  for  major  surgery.  And  once  the 
operation  started,  it  went  on  and  on? 
uncovering  ever  new;  areas  of  serious 
decay  and  damage  until  the  surgical 
team  itself  was  left  wondering  if  a 
further  probe  would  be  worthwhile  at 
all.  ,  *  ' 

Martial  law  \s  daring  surgery  seemed 
to  hold  little  prospect  of  success  where 
the  civilian-bureaucratic  therapy  had 
failed!  However,  the  operation  and 
the  hope  that  goes  with  it.  has  not  been: 
abandoned:  and  w  hile  it  lasts  the  knife 
and  scalpel  would  remain  in  the  sur¬ 
geon’s  hands. 

Pakistan's  present  martiaf  law  has- 
been  the  longest  and  the  most  ideolog- 
icallv  oriented  martial  law  to  date.  It. 
remains  frrevocably  committed*  tef 
Aputtmg  the  country  on  its  right  path 
and  taking  the  nation  to  its  original 
destiny  (that  is  the  Isiamisation  of 
society)",  v 

Addressing  the  Zakat  Convention  ‘ 
in  Lahore  on  May  5,  the  President  said 
that  since  Pakistan  was  an  ideological 
State,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  the. 


credentials  of  all  those  who  wanted  to 
shoulder  future  national  responsibili¬ 
ties.  “Under  the  Islamic  system  of  gov¬ 
ernment,  anybody  who  held  a  position 
in'  administration  in  one  way  or  the 
other,  should  have  the  distinction  of 
being  immune  from  personal  weak¬ 
ness..."  (Dawn,  May  6, 1982). 

President  Zia’s  Idea  of  an  ideologi¬ 
cal  State  is  closely  similar  to  Plato's 
ideal  State  as  adumberated  in  his  “Re¬ 
public"  in  which  the  philosopher-king 
is  the  repository  of  both  philosophy 
"and  political  power.  Above  all.  he  is 
practically  “immune  from  personal 
weaknesses.” 

The  pivotal  role  assigned  by  the 
President  to  the  army  in  the  Islamisa- 
tion  of  Pakistan  adds  an  ideological 
dimension  tolts  professional  character 
without  necessarily  compromising  it. 
It.  makes  the  army  not  only  the  custo¬ 
dian  of  the  country's  territorial  in¬ 
tegrity  but  also  of  its  ideological 
frontiers.  An  army  saddled  with  such  a 
stupendous  task,  apart  from  exemp¬ 
lary  professional  soundness  and  effi¬ 
ciency,  must  be  in  a  symbiotic  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  rest  of  the  nation.  It  can¬ 
not  be  instrumental  in  getting- the  Is¬ 
lam  isat  ion  process  under  way  and  stay 
out  of  it  itself. 

In  due  course,  various  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  dress  and  customs  of 
service  —  mostly  British  legacies  -  will 
have  to  be  reexamined  and  brought 
into  conformity  with  the  emerging  Is¬ 
lamic  character  of  the  State.  Ceremo¬ 
nial  uniforms,  complete  with  Sam 
Brownes  and  medals  seem  to  call  fojr  a 
substitution  for  things  much  simpler, 
less  expensive  and,  above  all,  more 
national. 

In  a  country  fast  taking  to  national 
and  Pakistani  dress  the  armed  forces 
cannot*  for  all  times  to  come,  remain 
the  only  establishment 'using  foreign- 
designed  uniforms.  Most  of  the  cere¬ 
monial  stuff  aiguilettes,  red  tabs,  kam- 
marbands  (not  to  speak  of  star  plates),  - 
medals  of  World  War  II  vintage  in 
particular,  can-  be  discarded  im¬ 
mediately  without  affecting  the  bulk  of 
the  armed  forces  now  consisting  of 
post-world  war  and  *  post- 
independence  commissioned  and  en¬ 
listed  officers  and  men.  Those  muster¬ 
ing  these  medals  would  be  placed- on 
the  retired  list  in  the  next  two  or  three 
years  in  any  case.  So  why  not  do  away 
with  ^hem  now  in  one  bold  stroke. 

The  same  goes  for  military  history 
and  commemorative  occasions.  Occa¬ 
sions  like  the  Dushak  Day,  a  battle- 
honour  of  the  Sherdils,  are  no  longer 
celebrated  ceremonially  as  they  used 
to  be  until  some  years  ago.  If  is  be¬ 
cause  of  jfs  loss  of  relevance  to  our  own 


military  history  as  an  independent  na¬ 
tion.  The  same  applies  to  regimental 
histories,  most  of  which  date  back  to 
the  1857  upheavals.  Some  like ;  the  First . 
Punjab  Regiment  go  as  far  back  as  two 
hundred  years;  and  while  history  itself 
may  not  be  written  off  and  be  allowed 
to  stay  in  the  regimental  annals  there  is 
scarcely  any  need  to  wax  eloquent. ab¬ 
out  it  in  running  commentaries  during 
ceremonial  regimental  or  national  day 
parades. 

Compared  to  the  civilian  bureauc¬ 
racy  and  public  that  have»  by  and 
large,  adopted  the  Pakistani  dress, 
style  and  mannerism  in  everyday  life, 
the  armed  forces  still  remain  a  thing 
apart  in  appearance  if  not  in  spirit. 
This  is  an  obvious  anomaly  and* will 
have  to  be  removed  sooner  or  later. 
An  armed  force  dressed  in  Western- 
style  uniforms  will  find  it  difficult  to 
merge  with  a  people  dressed  in  native 
style,  let  alone  lead  them. 

Sartorial  transformation  is  always 
an  essential  part  of  cultural-cum- 
political  transformation  as  was  seen  in 
the  halcyon  days  of  the  Khilafat  move¬ 
ment  during  the  second  and  the  third 
decades  of  thi?  century.  Subsequently, 
Gandhi  and  Jinnah  caps  became  the 
symbols  of  the  freedom  struggle,  re¬ 
spectively,  under  the  banners  of  the 
Indian  National  Congress  and  The  All- 
India  Muslim  League. 

Lt  should  not  be  difficult  forithe  ar¬ 
med  forces  to  switch  over  to  the 
Pakistani  dress  and  shed  their  tradi¬ 
tional  summer  and  winter  mess  kits 
and  service  dresses.  The  custodians  of 
our  sprawling  rugged  frontier¬ 
stretching  from  Chit ra!  ddwn  to  the 
Mekran  coast  -  wear  shalwar-kameez 
and  chapplis  for  their  uniform  and  are 
admired  the  world  over  for  their  excel¬ 
lent  turn-out.  The  Frontier  Corps,  that 
fine  body  of  men,  can  serve  as  the  pro¬ 
totype  for  the  rest  of  the  armed  forces. 
This  would  perhaps  also  facilitate  the 
adoption  of  a  single  uniform  for  all  the 
three  services. 

BODY  OF  EXPERTS  .. 

A  body  of  experts  may  be  commis¬ 
sioned  to  examine  and  determine  the 
role  of  professional  armed  forces  in  an 
Islamic  State  and  society.  Except  for 
the  dhimmis  or  the  protected  non-, 
Muslim  minorities,  all  able-bodied 
citizens  in  an  Islamic  State'  are 
volunteer-soldiers  committed  irrevoc¬ 
ably  to  wage  jihad  in  Allah’s  name  and 
for  the  glory  of  Islam.  In  a  State  like 
that,  the  role  and  status  of  a  standing 
military  establishment  as  distinct  from 
a  body  of  dedicated  and  highly- 
motivated  (not  necessarily  as  well- 
trained)  warriors  will  have  to  be 
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clearly  defined.  Modern  wars  cannot 
be  fought  and  won  by  volunteers  and 
camp  followers  alone  except  under  the 
leadership  of  a  professional  establish¬ 
ment  in  consonance  with  the  ideologi¬ 
cal  character  of  the  State.  Neither 
could  these  wars  be  fought  by  profes¬ 
sional  armies  alone  without  the  active 
participation  of  the  people.  The  de¬ 
fence  of  the  homeland  has  to  be  jointly- 
shared  by  the  armed  forces  and  the 
people.  In  sum,  the  armed  forces  will 
have  to  look  the  role  they  are  supposed 
and  called,  upon  to. piayvip.  tiie  rapid 
transformation  ol^J^kfein  nnto  _an_ 
ideological  State. 

And  finally,  the  vital  question  of  the 
management  and  division  of  power  be¬ 
tween  the  President  and  the  Prime 
Minister  •  even  more  importantly 
perhaps  -  between  the  civilian  chief 
executive  of  the  country  and  the  armv 
chief. 

General  Mohammad  Zia-ul-Haq 
seems  to*  favour  the  presidential 
system  with  the  President  exercising 
full  control  over  the  Prime  Minister' 
and  his  Cabinet  colleagues. 

Referring  to  the  1977  crisis.  Presi¬ 
dent  Zia-ul-Haq  said:  “....had  there 
been  a  balance  between  the  powers  of 
the* President  and  Prime  Minister  un¬ 
der  the  1973  Constitution,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  would  have  taken  a  decision  to 
pull  the  country  back  from  the  crisis  of 
1977.  The  involvement  of  the  army 
would,  thus,  have  been  excluded...1’ 
(Dawn,  May  7, 1982). 

In  1969,  Pakistan  had  an  all¬ 


powerful,  elected  President  in  Field- 
Marshal  Mohammad  Ayub  Khan  fac¬ 
ing  a  grave  political  crisis.  However, 
insteadof  resolving  the  political  crisis, 
the  President  created  yet  another, 
even  a  bigger  constitutional  crisis,  by 
failing  or  refusing  to  hand  over  power 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  National  Assem¬ 
bly  as  laid  down  in  the  1962  (his  own) 
Constitution.  Instead,  he  called  upon 
the  army  chief  to  do  his  “constitutional 
duty”,  and  the  flatter  promptly 
suspended  and  subsequently  ab¬ 
rogated  the  Constitution.  The  balance 
of  power  between  the  President  and 
the  Prime  Minister,  in  the  light  of  the 
past  experience,  will,  therefore,  al¬ 
ways  depend  on  the  personality  of  the 
incumbents. 

Under  the  Quaid-i-Azam  as  Head  of 
the  State,  Liaquat  Ali  Khan  could  not 
conceivably  have  been  a  strong  Prime 
Minister  but  under  Khawaja  Nazimud- 

din  he  was. 

As  for  the  armed  forces,  all  constitu-  * 
tional  safeguards  and  guarantees  could* 
become  meaningless  in  the  facer  of  the 
will  of  a  strong  military  commander. 
And  one  who  has  the  power  to  abro¬ 
gate  or  suspend  the  Constitution  is. 
above  and  beyond  the  covenant. 

The  supreme  question  facing  the  na¬ 
tion  today  is  now  to  write  the  will  of  the 
military  commander  into  the  constitu¬ 
tional  process  (or  to  preclude  it  there¬ 
from)  so  that  it  could  remain  in  force 
and  develop  smoothly  without  being 
repeatedly  and  seriously  interfered 
with.  ,  - 
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[Text] 


-  >'•  -r'fV  -•  . v.i  >■  -  - 

The  Foreign  Minister/ 
Sahabzada  Yaqub  Khan. ; 
said  in  Karachi  last  evening 
that  the  •  interest  of  both 
Pakistan  and  India  would 
be  best  served  by  the  early 
conclusion  of  a  non-aggres¬ 


sion  pact.  "•••  ^  „  : 

He  was  replying  to 
men's  questions  at  the  Karachi 
airport  on  hB  'return,  from  a 
two-week  tour  or  a  numoer  or 
Islamic  and  Arab  countries. 

•  Asked  about  an  All-India  Ra¬ 
dio  report  on  Ws  ^atement 
about  a  treaty  of  friendship 
and  co-operation  between  India 
and  Pakistan;  the  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister  said  he  had  been  ‘,‘miare- 
ported."  in  order  to  remove  any 
misunderstanding  on  the  issue, 
Sahabzada  Yaaub  read  out  a 
statement.  * 

^  statement  said:  “Pakis¬ 
tan  and  India  have  already  dis¬ 
cussed  some  of  the  elements  of 
the  proposed  pact,  of  non-ag¬ 
gression  and  non*use  of  force. 

“The  discussion '  on  this  pro- 
j^sal  is,  therefore,  an  on-going 
process  and  as  agreed  by  the 
Foreign  Ministers  in  the  joint 
Press  statement  issued  on  Feb 
1,  id82,  the  officials  of  the  two 
countries  are  to  meet  in  Islam¬ 
abad  to  continue  exchanges  on 

tv,.*  oiMin.  nf  the  nmnosaL 


There  ia.no  controversy  or  con- 
fusion  on  this  point, 

<  feel  convinced  that  the 

interest  6f  both  countries  will 
fee  best,  served  bar  the  early  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  proposed  ndn-ag- 
gresstmi  pact*.  The  requisite 
ground  lor  the  promotion  of 
mutual  friendship  and  co-opera- 
fcon  can  be  effectively  prepared 
through  this  approach."  -A 
;  Safrtbgftda  Yaqub  added  ;  “the 
&  cdhd.. 


friendship  between^  Pakistan  i 
and  India  was  mentioned  by  the 
Iftdiah  prime  Minister  to  Pak- 
mm  Journalists  in  the  course^ 
^.diswssskmcer  ;the~ nature^ 
"*nd  tfcbpe  of  Ihdo-Sovtet  treaty 
of  1971,  However,  the  matter 
wag  not  pursued  as  it  was  rea¬ 
lised  that  such  a  treaty  was 
premature.  The  principal  ob¬ 
jective  of  the  non-aggression 
pact  was  to  create  the  necessary 
atmosphere  ~ot  mutual  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  context  of 
which  alone  could  such  a  treaty 
acquire  relevance,  , 

„  .  “The  statement  by  the  Indian 
side  dn  the  feint  *  communique 
issued  after  Mrs  Gandhi's  visit 
to  Saudi  Arabia  recently  that 
India  had  proposed  a  treaty  of 
peace,  friendship  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  with"  Pakistan  does  not 
alter  the  above  fact.1* 

Hie  Foreign  Minister  said,^ 
“there  is  also  no  element  of 
doubt  or  ambiguity  about  the 
proposal  regarding  jthe  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  joint  commission. 
Pakistan  has  welcomed  the  pro¬ 
posal  in  principle  and  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  discuss  the  terms  /  of 
reference,  composition  and 
other  aspects  of  the  commission 
at  a  mutually,  convenient  time." 

'  About  his  feur,  he  said  the 
main  purpose  was  to  establish 
personal  contacts  with  the  For¬ 
eign  Ministers  and  to  meet  the 
Heads  of  State  of  these  brother¬ 
ly  nations.  Another  objective 
was  to  convey  to  the  Heads  of 
State  the,  greetings  and  saluta¬ 
tions  from  President  £ia-ul-Haq 
and  from  the  Government  and 
people  of  Pakistan. 

“He  had  also  briefed  the 
leaders  of  these  Islamic  and 
Arab  nations  on  important 
issues  in  the  region  such  as  Af¬ 
ghanistan,  Pakistan's  efforts  to 
improve  relations  with  Indian 
and  Pakistani  efforts  as  a  mem-  1 
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*ber  of  the  Peace  Committeie  tol 
bring  an  end  to  the  Iran-lraq 
war. 

Sahabzada  Yaqub  said  ,  he  also 
availed  of  the,  chance  to  meet 
representatives  of  the  overseas 
Pakistanis.  He  listened  to  their 
views  and  briefed  them  about 
important  events  in  Pakistan.  In 
this  way  he  was  able  to  establish 
a  report  with  them. 

The  Foreign  Minister  said  he 
would  be  going  to  Geneva  next 
month  to  attend  the  tripartita 
meeting  on  the  question  of 
Afghanistan,  fie  -Will  attend  the 
Disarmament  Conference  in  New 
York  and  a  meeting  of  the'  Co- 
ordination  Bureau  of  the  Non- 
aligned  Conference  in  Havana 
next  moaf hi  He  would  also  visit 

this  month.  .  :  t  \ 

About  the  Al->Aqsa  Conference : 
in  Morocco,  which  he  attended, 
Sahabzada  Yaqub  said  a  number 
of  proposals  and  formulae  were 
discussed.  There  was  a  proposal 
that  a  committee  consisting  of 
three  members  should  visit  the 
United  .States  and  Western 
Europe  with  a  view  to  negating 
the  false^  propaganda  about 
Jerusalem  and  Palestine  and  to 
inform  the  public  opinion  in 
these  countries  about  the  true 
state  of  affairs  and  the  real 
situation  with  regard  to  the 
Israeli  aggression  in  Jerusalem, 
Lebanon  and  the  occupied  Arab  ; 
lands.  — - r* -  .*/ 

He  added  a  proposal  for  giving 
financial  support  to  the  victims 
of  Israeli  aggression  in  Palestine 
and  occupied  territories  Was  also 
discussed  at  the  AkQuds  confe¬ 
rence. 

Asked  to  comment  op  the 

statement  of  Indian  Premier  Mrs 
Gandhi  that  war  douds  were 
looming  over  the  region,  .  Hie 
Minister  said  since  he  had  not 
read  the  statement  he  would  not  ■ 
like  to  comment  on  such  "a  deli-  ; 
cate  matter”.  v 2 

Sahabzada  Yaqub  is 
tfecv*  for  Xalatiaihad  today. 
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[Text]  Jeddah  May  15:  Pakistani 

Foreign  Minister  Sahabeada 
Yaaub  Khan  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  published  here  today  that 
an  agreement  had  been  reached 
with  Saudi  Arabia  on  maintain¬ 
ing  contacts  on  matters  of  mu¬ 
tual  interests. 

The  Minister  told  a  local  s 
daily  ^Al-Bilkd’  that  he  had  ex¬ 
tensive  talks  with  his  Saudi 
counterpart  Prince  Baud  AK 
Faisal  on  various  issues  of  in-, 
terest  to  noth  countries  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  bilateral  relations, 

“The  primary  aim  of  these 
talks  was  to  coordinate  the.  two 
countries’  views  and  policies;  to 
face  current  threats  and  the 
explosive  situation  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  emanating  from  Isra¬ 
el's  aggressive  and  intransigent 
attitude"  he  said. 

The  Minister  said  another 
topic  was'  the  continuing  Iraq- 
Ir&n  conflict  which  is  a  pro¬ 
blem  of  concern  to  all  Islamic 
countries, 

The:  Pakistani  Foreign'  Minis¬ 
ter  said  “we  will  do  our  best  to 
strengthen  and  develop  co¬ 
operation  between  our  country 
and  the  Kingdom  of  Saudi  Ar¬ 
abia". 

i  Meanwhile,  •  in  Doha,  jftnir  of 
Qatar  Sheikh  Khalifa  Bin 
Hamad  Al-Thani  today  received 
a  verbal  message  from  Pakistan 
President  Zla^ui-Haq  concern¬ 
ing  bilateral  relations,  situation 
hr  the  region  and  issues  of  com¬ 
mon  concern. 

Tbe  message  was  conveyed  by 
Foreign  Minister  Sahabzada 
Yaqub  Khan. 
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[Text]  :  SACRAMENTO  (Cal),  May 

15:  Though  settled  here  for  seve¬ 
ral  generations,  hundreds  of 
Muslims  here  lustily  cheered  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  striking  progress 
made  by  Pakistan  in  the  process 
of  Islamisation  and  the  field  of 
economic  development. 

The  applause  was  the  loudest 
when  the  Pakistan  ambassador 
described  the  uppgrading  of  the 
country’s  defence  capability. . . 
with  a  view  to  enabling  it  to 
deter  any  threat  to  its  sovereign¬ 
ty  or  territorial  integrity. 

Five  to  six  thousands  Muslims 
of  Pakistan  origin  live  in  the 
40  mile  stretch  of  land  between 
the  cities  of  Sacramento  and 
Stockton.  They  are  largely  en¬ 
gaged  in  agriculture  and  with 
their  traditional  indjistry  and 
resourcefulness  have  converted 
Californian  landscape  into  rich 
farmland  in  the  manner  of  their 
ancestors  who  developed  barren 
Punjab  dfesert  sinto  the  prosper¬ 
ous  canal  colonies  of  Montgome¬ 
ry  and  Lyallpur  (Faisal^bad). 

To  retain  their  Islamic  herit¬ 
age  and  stay  close  to  one  another, 
they  have  set  up  an  Islamic  cen¬ 
tre  that  includes  a  school  for 


their  children,  a  big  hall  for  their 
social  life  and  a  mosque  for  their 
prayers.  l 

The  Khutba  at  the  mosque  is 
delivered  in  Urdu  as  it  was  when 
ambassador  Ejaz  Azim  joined 
them  in  the  Juma  prayers. 

The  centre  is  being  run  very 
smoothly  by  a  committee  pre¬ 
sently  chaired  by  Salim  Khan 
from  Campbellpfczr. 

After  the  Juma  prayers,  they 
all  gathered  in  the  community 
hall  where  Lt-Gen  Ejaz  Azim 
briefed  them  on  the  political, 
economic  and  security  situation 
at  home.  Despite  their  prosperity 
in  the  adopted  country,  their  in¬ 
terest  in  homeland  remains  un¬ 
diminished. 


ine  t'amstan  envoy  got  an 
opportunity  to  meet  the  Pakis¬ 
tani  students  during  his  visit  last 
night  to  the  San  Diego  State 
University  to  address  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  World  Affairs. 

He  met  the  elite  of*  the  town 
at  a  dinner  hos  ed  by  the  insti¬ 
tute  President  Richard  Gripps: 
at  the  luncheon  he  was  able  to 
exchange  views  with  the  editor*. 


of  San  Diego  Union,  led  by  Ed 
Nichols.- 
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[Text]  LONDON,  May  15:  Compared 

to  other  regimes  in  the  region 
and  in  the  third  world,  the  pre-‘ 
sent  government  in  Pakistan  is 
“moderate '  and  not  harsh”,  said 
Mr  Ronald  Moyle,  MP  _and 
Labour’s  deputy  foreign  affairs 
spokesman  with  special  respon¬ 
sibility  for  Pakistan,  addressing 
a  Press  conference  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening. 

Mr  Moyle,  who  as  a  guest  of 
the  Zia  Government  visited  Pak¬ 
istan  in  the ;  second  week  of 
March,  was  asked  by  opposition 
leader  Michael  Foot,  to  investi¬ 
gate' the  conditions  of  human 
.  rights  in  Pakistan  whlie  he  was 
there  and  to  fepoit  back  to  him 
on  his  return, 

«  Mr  Moyle  is  also  a  member  of 
the  all-party  ‘Support  Afghanis¬ 
tan  Committee*  and  in  that 
capacity  he  had  visited  the  Af¬ 
ghan  refugee  camps  in  the 
frontier,  ' 

All  his  statements  and  spee¬ 
ches  made  on  the  Afghanistan 
issue  were,  correctly  and  fully 
reported,  Mr  Moyle  said,  but  his 
remarks  on'  the  condition  of 
human  rights  there  were  not 
published  in  the  Pakistan  Press. 

a  Labour  spokesman  on' 
Pakistan,  Mr  "Moyle  said,  he  had 
four  reasons  to  go  to.  Pakistan 
and  that’s  why  heiaccepted  the 
Pakistan  Government’s  invita¬ 
tion  readily, 

Pakistan,  he  said*  is  very  im¬ 
portant  from  the  foreign  affairs 
point  of  view  with  the  Soviet 
Army  entrenched  in  Afghanis¬ 
tan  on  the  Western  borders  of  ; 
Pakistan,  ,  with- India,  the  largest 


denocracy  in  the  world  and  au 
member  of  the  Common wealth, 
on  her  eastern  flank,  with  Iran! 
and  the  Gulf  area  not  very  far 
—all  these  factors  make.  Pakis¬ 
tan  a  very  important  country 
strategically.  ] 

I  went  to  Pakistan,  he  said, 
to  see  how  Pakistan  as  the  lea¬ 
der  of  Islamic  Movement  was 
faring. 

Thirdly,  he  said,  being  a 
member  of.  ‘the  Support  Af¬ 
ghanistan  Committee*  I  wanted 
to  see  for  myself  how 'Pakistan 
was  tackling  the  huge  Afghan 
refugee  problem.  And  lastly,  my 
reason  to  go  there  was,  because 
Mr  Michael  Hoot  had  asked  me. 
to  study  the  condition  of  hu¬ 
man  rights  in  Pakistan  and  to 
report  back  to  him. 

Referring  to  democracy  and 
elections  Mr  Moyle  said  if  Pak¬ 
istan  has  to  wait  for  the  resto¬ 
ration  of  democracy,  which  Pre¬ 
sident  Zia  .  says  can  only  return 
after  he  has  completed  the  Is- 
lamisation  process,  then  I  am 
afraid,  Gen  Zia  “is  going  to  be 
there  for^a  very  long  time.” 

In  reply  to  a  question  on  the 
no-war  pact  offer  to  India  made 
by  Pakistan,  .  Mr  Moyle  said, 
•India,  being  a  bigger  country, 
would  gain  much  more  by 
accepting  Pakistan’s  no-war 
offer.  I  made  that  statement  in 
Pakistan  and  I  stand  by  it  and 
if  t  go  India,  I  would  say 
ayactly  the  same  thing’  • 

Mr  .Moyle  will*  be  presenting 
his  report  .  on  the  human 
rights  .situation  to  Mr  Michael 
Foot  shortly.  •  .. 
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[Text] 


HYDERABAD.  May  15:  The  j 
chief  of  the  defunct  JTJP0  Mans-1 
lana  Shah  Ahmad  Noorani,  de¬ 
manded  here  today  that  student 
unions  should  be  immediately 
banned.  \ 

Talking  to  newsmen  he  said 
students*  having  sympathies  or 
affiliations  with  any  political 
party  and  those  students  in  pos¬ 
session  of  firearms  and'  other 
lethal  weapons,  were  obviously 
not  interested  in  studies  and 
their  basic  aim  appeared  to 
serve  the  cause  of  vested  in¬ 
terests.  He  said  that  during  the 
preceding  five  years  hooliganism 
in  educational  institutions  had 
alarmingly  increased  and  it  was 
high  time  that  strict  measures 
were  taken  to  nip  the  evil  in 
the  bud.  \ 

Speaking  about  the  proposal  v 
to  hold  general  elections  on 
non-party  basis,  the  Maulana 
said  it  would  be  a  very  danger¬ 
ous  exercise  •  for  it  would,  fo¬ 
ment  hatred,  parochialism  civil 
strife  and  hit  at  the  very  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  integrity  and  soli¬ 
darity  of  Pakistan.  He  said  that 
whether  or  not  his  party  would 
participate  in  the  non-party 
elections,  would  be  decided  in 
the  next  meeting  of  JUP*  Ha 


said  there  was  complete  unani¬ 
mity  among  all  the  defunct  po¬ 
litical  parties  that  the  1973  Cons¬ 
titution  should  be  restored.  Mar¬ 
tial  Law  lifted  forthwith,  censor¬ 
ship  done  away  with,  political » 
activities  allowed  to  be  resumed 
and,  over  and  above  all,  general 
elections  should  be  held  in  Hie 
country  without  any  further  loss 
cf  time.  He  said  that  because 
of  turmoil  ;in  the  East  Punjab 
the  journey  to  India  through 
this  route  had  become  unsafe 
and  therefore  the  Khokhrapar 
route  should  be  opened. 

Criticising  the  detention  of  Air 
Marshal  (retd)  Asghar  Khan, 
Nawabzada  Nasrullah  Khan  and 
other  political  figures  without 
trial,  the  Maulana  demanded 
their  immediate  release.  He  said 
Majlis-i-Shoora  was  just  a  farce 
and  if  political  activities  were 
restored.  much-trumpeted  im¬ 
portance  of  the  Shoora  would 
be  reduced  to  naught.  He  said 
the  chapter  of  elections  in  Pak¬ 
istan  was  not  closed  as  was  be¬ 
ing  propounded,  and  added  that 
Pakistan  had  come  into  being 
as  a  result  of  elections,  and  elec¬ 
tions  were  the  only  panacea  for 
all  the  ills. 
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[Text]  EVERYTIME  Pakistan  seeks  a  loan  from  an  international 

financial  agency  for  expanding  a  project,  it  is  advised  to  make 
the  project  economic,  efficient  and  self-reliant.  In  fact,  it  is 
not  an  advice  but  a  binding  condition  for  the  loan  whether  it  is 
small  or  large.  Pakistan  is  directed  to  raise  the  rates  for  the 
services  or  sale  prices  of  the  products  of  the  company  which 
will  receive  the  loan  before  the  loan  agreement  is  signed  or 
the  funds  are  given. 

Such  demands  have  been  imposed  on  Pakistan  before 
loans  were  made  available  by  the  World  Bank  to  increase  the 
gas  supply.  The  same  demand  has  been  consistently  made  by 
the  Asian  Development  Bank  before  loans  are  given  to  the 
Karachi  Electric  Supply  or  any  other  power  generating  agency. 

The  World  Bank  insisted  that  the  water  rates  in  Karachi  should 
be  more  tljan  doubled  before  loans  for  expansion  of  the 
supply  could  be  provided.  Now  the  World  Bank  is  insisting 
on'raising  fares  and'  freight  age  of  the  Pakistan  Railways  before 
the  eleventh  50  million  dollar  loan  is  approved. 

Of  course,  the  World  Bank  and  the  International  Monetary 
Fund  have  been  constantly  pressing  Pakistan  to  scrap  all 
subsidies,  whether  they  are  aimed  at  increasing  production  or 
relieving  the  distress  of  the  consumer  in  this  poor  country. 

Pakistan  has  been  complying  with  such  demands  steadily. 

The  World  Bank  or  the  IMF  may  not  be  so  demanding  if 
Pakistan  had  not  time  and  again  asked  for  rescheduling  repay¬ 
ments  of  its  debt.  Those  agencies  are  also  in  a  strong  position 
to  make  such  demands  when  Pakistan  seeks  loans  on  highly 
concessional  terms  from  the  IDA  instead  of  agreeing  to  the 
stiff  interest  rate  demanded  by  the  World  Bank  for  its  loans. 

Those  financial  agencies  are  aware  too  that  many  of  the 
utility  companies  in  Pakistan  are  in  a  bad  way,  both  in  respect 
of  economy  and  efficiency,  and  better  managed  they  could, 
produce  far  better  results. 

But  when  those  agencies  ask  for  price  or  rate  rise  all 
around,  and  want  the  rise  to  be  very  substantial,  it  is  difficult 
tor  any  Government,  elected  or  military,  to  yield  to  the 
pressure. readily.  When  the  lender’s  economic  demands  and  die 
borrower’s  political  difficulties  come  into  conflict  a  stalemate 
is  born,  as  happens  often  between  India  and  the  world. 
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Striking  indeed  is  the  fact  that  while  the  World  Bank  and 
other  financial  agencies  pressure  Pakistan  to  raise  the  rates 
and  prices  for  the  services  and  goods  made  available  to  the 
people,  they  do  not  urge  Pakistan  to  reduce  the  prices  or 
rates  charged  by  it  at  incredibly  hi^ier  levels  than  obtained 
around  the  world.  Nobody  is  pressing  the  Pakistan  Govern¬ 
ment  to  reduce  the  price  of  sugar  or  cement  which  is  about 
three  times  the  international  price  today.  Nobody  is  pressing 
the  Government  not  to  make  a  profit  of  150  per  cent  on  the 
telephone  system,  or  to  charge  Rs.  600  on  an  urgent  passport, 
or  Rs.  100  for  leaving  the  country  by  air,  or  two  per  cent  as  a* 
fee  to  the  Government  on  all  the  import  licences  issued.  If  the 
consumers  must  pay  economic  prices  for  what  they  get,  they 
should  be  able  get  a  car  at  economic  price  as  well,  and  other 
imports  should  not  be  made  too  costly  by  imposing  200  to 
300  per  cent  import  duty,  and  sales  tax. 

Is  it  not  normal  for  the  consumers  in  Pakistan  to  demand 
that  if  world  prices  must  prevail  in  some  areas  where  they 
are  rather  low  now,  must  they  prevail  in  other  areas,  too, 
where  they  are  currently  too  high?  Similarly,  if  the  rate  for 
water  or  electricity  should  be  increased  substantially  should 
not  the  higher  rates  for  telephones  and  passports  be  reduced? 
The  World  Bank  and  the  IMF,  which  have  been  advising 
Pakistan  on  various  aspects  of  its  economy,  should  bring  forth 
such  a  well  rounded  approach  to  the  price  rise  and  rate 
increases  instead  of  asking  Pakistan  to  raise  the  rates  for  only 
those  services  for  which  an  IDA  or  Asian  Development  Bank 
loan  is  sought.  ' 

'  International  financial  agencies  must  also  realise  that  if  they 
impose  world  prices  on  Pakistan,  workers  here,  would  expect 
world  wages  too.  If  they  are  doing  that  today  they  would  do 
that  tomorrow  as  the  unrest  among  the  teachers,  doctors  and 
postal  workers  demonstrates.  Indisputably  if  prices  have  to  be 
economic  to  balance  the  project  budgets,  the  wages,  too,  have 
to  be  economic  to  balance  the  family  budget. 

But  Pakistan  has  to  strive  earnestly  to  reduce  waste  in- ' 
efficiency  and  corruption  in  its  enterprises  and  the  service 
sector.  It  has  to  eliminate  ticketless  travelling  and  financial 
loopholes  at  one  end  and  increase  efficiency  at  the  other. 
The  railways  has  to  become  a  modern  organisation  instead  of 
the  ramshacke  outfit  it  has  been.  Let  a  serious  beginning  be 
made  with  the  railways  and  other  agencies  if  the  international 
lenders  are  not  to  become  too  demanding  and  real  tough. 
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[Article  by  Shamsul  Islam  Naz:  "How  to  Check  Migration  from  Villages"] 


[Text] 


FAIS  ALABAD,  May  14;  While 
the  problem  of  rural  unemplo¬ 
yment  remains  still  unresolved, 
large  scale  influx  of  rural 
labour  into  the  cities  has 
generated  the  problems  of  pro- 
vinding  adequate  housing  trans¬ 
portation  ^sanitation,  education 
and  health  facilities  in  urban 
areas.  Tnese  are  reflected  in  die 
emergence  of  tenements  and 
slums  all  around  our  major 
cities.  Any  development  pro¬ 
gramme  directed  towards  the 
attainment  of  sustained  growth 
in,  gross  output  in  the  long- 
run  cannot  be  successful 
without  the  acceleration  of 
peace  of  development  in  the 
predominant  agriculture  sec  tor 
of  the  economy. 

This  .was  disclosed  to  “The 
Muslim”  by  Dr.  Mohammad  Aslam 
Chaudhry,  a  well- known  agricul¬ 
tural  economist  from  the  local 
University  of  Agriculture  who  has 
recently  completed  a  study  on 
Agricultural  Development  and 
Rural  Migration  in  Sargodha  Regi¬ 
on”  He  further  maintained  that 
industrialisation  all  over  die  world 
h*  attracted  surplus  labour  of  die 
rural  sector  and  has  thus  led  to  the 
development  of  two  major  philo¬ 
sophies  of  economic  development 
The  first  one  advocates  the  reali¬ 
sing  of  surplus  labour  from  die 
agricultural  sector  to  reduce  die 
pressure  of  population  on  land  to 
facilitate  the  introduction  of 
modem  labour  saving  technology  in 
agriculture.  The  second  philosophy 
stresses  the  fullest  exploitation  of 
this  airplus  factor  of  production 
by  adopting  labour-intensive  tech¬ 
nology  and  thus  avoiding  the  pro* 


blems  of.ru ral  out-migration. 

He  pointed  out  th at  die  present 
experience  of  Pakistan’s  develop¬ 
ment  has  brought  forth  two 
basic  conclusioa  Firstly,  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  green  revolution  of  late 
60’s  in  die  agricultural  sector  has 
brought  about  die  rapid  adoption 
of  land- augmenting  and  lab  cur? 
augmenting'  technology  like  the 
tubewdls  and  tractors.  Secondly, 
the  concentration  of  agro-based 
industries  in  die  major  urban  cen¬ 
tres  has  induced  large  scale  migra¬ 
tion  of  labour  from  die  rural  to 
the  urban  sector. 

It  wj*  found  out  that  majority 
of  rural  migrants  belonged  to  die 
non- agricultural  classes  and  migra¬ 
ted  mainly  because  of  economic 
reasons)  that  is,  in  search  of  job 
opportunities  and  better  incomes. 
Moreover,  greater  proporation  of 
rural  migrants  belonged  to  the 
unskilled  labour  class  and  were 
married  your  adults  falling  in  the 
age  bracket  of  15-44  years. 

The  motivating  a^ncies 
assisting  die  migrants  to  seek  jobs 
in  rural  areas  were  mainly  informal 
personal  sources  comprising  of 
relatives,  friends  and  covillagers 
etc,  whereas  mass  media  and  emplo¬ 
yment  exchanges  in  the  shape  of 
inducement  agents  were  found  to 
be  quite  ineffective,  as* only  135 
per  cent  of  the  mi  gran  is  claimed 
to  have  been  indued  by  these 
sources.  In  so  far  as  die  residen¬ 
ts  accommodation  was  concerned, 
the  rural  migrants  faced  serious 
problems  immediately  after  migra¬ 
tion.  The  problems  arose  from  un¬ 
heal  diy,  inadequate  and  dirty 
atmosphere  of  the  factory  where 
they  were  crammed  together  in 
factory  houses.  Moreover,  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  rented  accommodation 
was  either  difficult  or  involved 
very  hi^t  rents. 


69 


DISGUISED 

EMPLOYMENT 

Dr,  Adam  Chaudhry  also  clari¬ 
fied  that  the  rural  labour  force 
in  characterised  by  great  seasonal¬ 
ity  of  employment  having  both 
dack  and  peak  seasons  for  agricul¬ 
tural  and  non-agricultural  labour. 
When  measured  by  mai-hour  crite¬ 
ria,  there  was  found  large  scale 
disguised  unemployment  of  labour 
estimated  around  58.6  .  per  cent 

In  addition  to  intewrural  migra¬ 
tion,  intra-rural  migration  was  also 
witnessed  and  into  rural  migrants 
comprised  mainly  of  landless 
workers  who  have  no  residential 
facilities  of  their  own  and  migrate 
primarily  due  to  social  reasons  like 
the  displeasure  of  village  landlords, 
factions  in  the  village  and  also  to 
join  their  relatives  in  the  nearby 
villages. 

The  distribution  of  rural  labour 
force  was  such  that  two- thirds  of 
die  total  comprised  agricultural 
labour  and  one  third  non-agricul- 
tural  labour  force.  Moreover,  the 
study  verified  the  old  thesis  that 
there  exists  considerable  which 
was  estimated  around  70  per  cnt 
on  the  basis  of  income  criteria. 

Lastly,  the  basic  infrastructural 
facilities  and  the  state  of  know¬ 
ledge  about  modem  agriculture 
was  considerably  lacking  in  the 
backward  areas  of  die  Sargodha 
region  and  had  lower  yield  per 
acre,  lower  cropping  intensity  and 
low  land-use  intensity  as  compared 
to  die  progressive  areas.  Moreover, 
smaller  absolute  quantities  of  mar¬ 
ketable  surplus  did  not  facilitate 
the  development  of  large  agricul¬ 
tural  produce  market  in  these 
areas, 

AGRO— BASED 
INDUSTRIES 

The  author  suggested  that  the 
fundamental  objective,  of  cur 
industrial  policy  in  future,  should 
be  to  locate  agrobased  industries 
in  the  heart  of  rural  areas.  Such 
indistries  should  be  based  cn  die 
locally  produced  raw  materials.  The 
net  result  of  aich  a  policy  will 
be  the  enormous  growth  of  comm¬ 


uter-works  in  our  rural  areas  having 
very  less  implications  for  ur- 
banisatioa  At  the  same  time, 
it  will  increase  the  non-farm  sources 
of  income  for  the  rural  community 
which  can  lay  the  basis  for  rapid 
rate  of  capital  formation  in  our 
rural  sector.  In  the  light  of 
proposed  strategy,  the  pressure  of 
population  on  .  agricultural 
land  can  considerably  be  reduced 
by  promoting  the  growth  of  such 
cottage  industries  as  poultry 
farming  dairy  fanning  carpet 
making  and  the  tetailing  business 
in  villages. 

The  rural  employment  exchan¬ 
ges  may  be  opened  which  may 
provide  information  about  job 
opportunities  in  the  rural  areas 
at  union  council  level.  Moreover, 
in  order  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
commuters  and  lessen  the 
problem  of  urbanisation  it  is 
suggested  that  the  factories  located 
in  urban  areas,  may  provide  facili¬ 
ties  for  die  purchase  of  motor¬ 
cycles  and  bicycles  on  instalments. 

FACILITIES 

With  a  view  to  bridging  die 
gulf  between  city  life,  and  to 
reduce  the  distraction  of  our 
villages;-  it  is  suggested  that  die 
relative  attractiveness  of  rural  life 
may  be  increased.  The  modus 
operandi  wll  be  to  intensify  the 
electrification  of  rural  .areas  to 
provide  improved  health  facilities 
and  vocational  educational  facili¬ 
ties  for  the  rur?i  community  so 
that  die  rural  folk  are  better 
equipped  to  solve  their  own 
problems  or  engage  in  some  usefiil 
business  enterprise. 

He  further  suggested  that  Pla¬ 
nning  and  development  boards  may 
be  constituted  at  Division^,  Dis¬ 
trict  and  tehsil  levels  which  may 
prepare  five  years  and  annual 
plans  to  be  implemented  with  the 

active  involvement  of  local  govern¬ 
ment,  the  people  and  experts.  In 
as  much  s  such  planning  will 
help  in  tackling  the  m^jor  pro¬ 
blems  die  pace  of  development 
within  agriculture  and  industry  will 
be  stepped  up. 
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[Text] 


LAHORE,  May  14  Malik  Mo¬ 
hammad  Qasim,  Secretary- 
General  of  the  defunct  Pakis¬ 
tan  Muslim  League  (Khair-ud- 
Din  Group),  today  said  there 
should  be  no  confusion  about 
the  system  for  holding  elec¬ 
tions  since  under  the  1973 
Constitution,  It  was  proved 
that  the  elections  were  to  be 
held  on  the  basis  of  adult  fran¬ 
chise  and  that  the  1973  Consti¬ 
tution  was  still  there. 

Addressing  a  Press  conference 
here,  Malik  Qasim  said,  all  political 
parties  and  people  of  Pakistan 
were  unanimous  on  the  system  of 
election  as  provided  in  the  Consti¬ 
tution. 

Malik  Qasim  said  in  all  the  cons¬ 
titutions,  which  were  promulgated 


by  various  Governments,  including 
that  of  1973  it  was  clearly  mention¬ 
ed  that  no  law  could  be  made 
against  Islamic  provision  and 
against  the  spirit  of  Quran  and 
Sunnah. 

The  Government,  Malik  Qasim 
said,  was  issuing  contradictory 
statements,  which  were  creating 
doubts  in  the  mind  of  the  people. 
The  people,  he  said,  should  not  be 
confused  by  issuing  various  differ¬ 
ent  statements  regarding  the  system 
-on  which  elections  should  be 
held. 

The  Government,  Malik  Qasim 
said,  had  now  agreed  to  talk  with  a 
representative  of  the  Government 
of  Afghanistan  after  a  ‘long  delay’. 
This  decision  he  said,  was  belated 
one.  If  this  step  was  taken  early, 
he  said,-  the  political  settlement 
with  Afghanistan  could  have  been 
arrived  at  much  earlier. 
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[Text] 


LAHORE,  May  14:  The  go¬ 
vernment  will  gradually  de¬ 
nationalise  all  projects,  now  in' 
public  sector,  with  a  view  to 
affording  full  •  opportunities  to 
the  private  sector  to*  play  its 
due  role  in  the  national  eco¬ 
nomy. 

This  has  been  told  to  the  - 
seven-member  visiting  team  of 
United  States  Agency  for  Interna¬ 
tional  ^Development  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Authorities,  Richard  Christler, 
head  of  the  team,  told  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  PPI  here  today. 

Mr.  Richard  lauded  the  invest¬ 
ment  climate  in  Pakistan  and 
termed  it  as  “one  of  the  most 
favourable  in  the  developing  coun¬ 
tries*. 

Mr.  Richard,  on  a  second  visit 
to  Pakistan  in  four  years,  said  the 
business  sector  had  become  very 
dynamic,  enthusiastic  and  strong 
during  the  past  four  years  and 
expressed  the  hope  it  would  further 
develop  with  the  passage  of  time.  . 

The  investment  climate  in  Pak¬ 
istan,  Mr.  .Richard  said,  would  fur¬ 
ther  improve  with  the  expansion 


of  the  role  of  the  private  sector. 

Answering  a  question  about  the 
possibilities  of  investment  in  Pak¬ 
istan,  Mr.  Richard  said,  the  U.S. 
government  would  not  make  a 
direct  investment  in  any  project, 
but  it  would  provide  a  line  of  credit 
to  Pakistan.  He  further  said  that 
the  USAID  would  invest  in  certain 
projects  in  this  country,  but  declin¬ 
ed  to  identify  the  projects  or 
quantum  of  investment. 

The  team,  will  hold  “fairy 
comprehensive  and  wide-ranging 
discussions”  on  May  20  at  Islam¬ 
abad  with  the  Deputy  Chairman, 
Planning  Commission,  Dr.  Mah- 
boobul  Haq  to  discuss  the  findings 
of  the  teams  during  the  current 
visit,  he  stated. 

The  projects  to  be  financed  by 
the  USAID  Mr.  Richard  said, 
also  be*discussed  at  the  meeting. 

The  tea*  on  return  to  Washing¬ 
ton  would  submit  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  report  on  the  investment 
climate,  projects  feasible  to  be 
financed  by  the  USAID,  joint  ven¬ 
tures  and  other  findings  of  the 
visit  to  the  Agency  for  Interna¬ 
tional  Development,  Christler  con¬ 
cluded. 
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[Text]  IT  IS  a  measure  of  the 

lopsided  development  in  our 
transportation  sector  that, 
while  the  railway  is  trapped  in 
its  restricted,  decaying 
grooves,  air  travel  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  soar.  The  trend,  hav¬ 
ing  found  its  own  momentum, 
will  prove  difficult  to  reverse. 
Hence,  to  make  the  best  of  a 
bad  bargain,  new  thinking  is 
required  to  enhance  the  level 
of  economy  and  efficiency  in 
the  operation  of  domestic 
airline  services.  It  is  in  this, 
perspective  that  the  idea  of  a 
second  airline  for  domestic  air 
traffic  is  to  be  seriously  exp¬ 
lored.  The  ideq  has  been  in  the 
air  for  quite  some  time  and 
now  possibilities  of  a  new 
airline  in  the  private  sector  are 
reportedly  under  active  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Government. 

A  number  of  private  parties 
are  known  to  have  moved  the 
authorities  in  the  past  for' 
permission  to  set  up  another 
airline  for  domestic  routes. 
Detailed  feasibility  reports 
had  also  been  prepared.  Over 
the  years,  the  justification  for 
another  domestic  airline  has 
increased  because  the  national 
carrier  has  obviously  not  been 
able  to  cope  with  the  increased 
traffic.  In  the  process,  despite 
repeated  increases  in  fare,  its 
performance  has  declined. 


Services  offered  to. the  travel¬ 
ling  public  have  deteriorated. 
The  airline,  despite  strong  me¬ 
asures  under  the  cover  of  Mar¬ 
tial  Law  against  the  emp¬ 
loyees’  unions  and  also  some 
senior  executives,  has  not  been 
able  to  check  the  rot  and  offer 
reliable  and  efficient  services. 
It  seems  to  be  excessively 
preoccupied  with  its  corporate 
problems.  Apparently,  inter¬ 
national  competition  is  also 
taking  its  toll  and  it  is  likely 
that  the  tough  battle  on  inter¬ 
national  routes  does  not  leave 
the  airline  with  sufficient 
stamina  and  expertise  to  take 
care  of  its  domestic 
operations. 

But  the  most  important  ele¬ 
ment  is  the  complete  mono¬ 
poly  that  the  airline  has  in 
domestic  air  travel.  Monopoly 
creates  a  fatal  sense  of  compla¬ 
cency.  This  is  what  appears  to 
have  gone  wrong  with  the  na¬ 
tional  airline.  It  deals  with 
‘captive’  passengers.  It  is  obvi¬ 
ous  that  the  situation  can  be 
improved  by  introducing 
healthy  competition  in  this  sec¬ 
tor.  How  best  can  this  compet¬ 
ition  be  created  is  to  be  seri¬ 
ously  pondered.  One  is  aware 
of  the  options  that  can  be  ex¬ 
amined  for  providing  better 
and  efficient  travelling 
facilities  to  domestic  air  pas- 
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sengers.  First,  there  is  the  op¬ 
tion  of  bifurcating  the  airline 
into  two  units  —  one  for  inter¬ 
national  routes  and  the  other 
for  domestic  routes.  This  is  the 
set-up  in  India.  But  it  will 
again  leave  the  domestic  unit 
in  complete  monopoly  and 
there  might  be  an  excuse  for 
increasing  managerial  ex¬ 
penses.  Another  choice  is  to 
create  a  small  airline  with  a 
fleet  of  say,  six  to  ten  seaters  to 
connect  points  that  the  na¬ 
tional  airline  does  not  serve  at 
present  since  its  smallest 
aircraft,  Fokker,  cannot  be 
flown  there  profitably  or  for 
lack  of  proper  landing 
facilities.  Without  going  into 
other  reasons  for  the  feasibility 
or  otherwise  of  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  it  is  clear  that  it  will 
again  mean  no  competition. 
The  third  option  is  that  a  new 
airline  in  the  private  sector  be 
allowed  not  only  to  fly  smaller 
points  but  also  share  the  busy 
routes  with  the  national  airline 


so  that  genuine  competition  is 
generated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
passengers.  The  need  for  com¬ 
petition  is  imperative.  The  na¬ 
tional  airline  has  operated  un¬ 
der  conditions  of  monopoly  in 
the  domestic  sector  since  its  in¬ 
ception.  This  has  not  been 
good  for  its  health.  It  needs 
competition  for  its  own  good. 
Since  aviation  is  a  capital- 
intensive  industry,  involving 
technology  at  its  highest  level, 
care  will  have  to  be  taken  to 
select  the  parties  capable  of 
operating  a  modern  airline.  A 
consortium  of  the  interested 
parties  may  also  be  con¬ 
sidered.  Once  a  private  airline 
is  in  existence,  it  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  run  charter  flights  on 
international  routes  to  cater  to 
special  groups.  The  private 
sector  can  also  play  a  useful 
role  in  carrying  cargo  at  com¬ 
petitive  rates  and  thus  boost 
the  country’s  exports.  All  th¬ 
ese  things,  of  course,  will  de¬ 
pend  on  substituting  mono¬ 
poly  for  sound  competition. 
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[Text]  :  ISLAMABAD'  May  15:  A  four 

member .  team  of  Chinese  tea 
experts  arrived  here  last  night 
to  undertake  a  survey  of  the 
potential  for  tea  production  in 
the  Northern  Areas  of  Pakistan. 

The  team  is  visiting  Pakistan 
on  the  invitation  of  the  Pakis¬ 
tan  Agricultural  Research  Co¬ 
uncil  Headed  by  Mr.  Hu  .  Hai 
Bo,  Deputy  Chief,  Tea  Research 
institute,  Hangchon,  the  experts 
will  stay  in  Pakistan  for  a 
month  and  will  examine  the 
possibilities  of  tea  cultivation  in 
Pakistan  in  future. 

’  The  Chinese  experts  called 
on  the  Chairman.  Pakistan  Agri¬ 
cultural  Research  Council  this 
morning,  and  discussed  with 
him  at  length  the  scope  of  the 
survey  they  will  undertake. 
Chairman  PABC  Dr.  Amir 
Mohammad  said  he  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  have  the  views  of  the 
Chinese  expects  regarding  the 
prospects  of  tea  cultivation  in 
the  country.  He  said  that  Pakis¬ 
tan  at  present  imports  tea 
worth  120  million  US  dollar  an¬ 
nually  and  with  increasing  the 
domestic  production  of  tea, 
Pakistan  could  save  this  foreign 
exchange. 

_  The  leader  of.  the  Chinese 
team,  hoped  that  tea  can  be 
successfully  produced  in  the 
upland  tracks  of  Pakistan.  He, 
however,  said  that  a  survey  like 
the  present  needed  a  longer 
period. 

During  its  stay  in  Pakistan, 
the  team  will  visit  Northern 
Areas  to  find  out  suitable  loca¬ 
tions  for  tea  cultivation.  They 
will  also  introduce  the  Chinese 
te  a  cultivation  methodology  in 
Pakistan  for  the  first  time.— 
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[Text] 


QUETTA,  May  1,1:  President 
General  Mohammad  Zia-ul-Haq 
has  said  that  Baluchistan  has 
made  great  strides  in  different 
walks  of  life  and  the  results  were 
obvious  and  visible.  There  is 
peace  in  the  area  and  the  pace 
of  development  activities  have 
been  increased,  he  added. 

Addressing  ^  press  conference 
in  the  Governor  House  here  to 
day  the  President  said  during 
his  current  visit  he  met  cross 
section  of  the  people  including 
members  of  the  Federal  Council, 
local  councillors,  Ulema,  grow¬ 
ers,  representatives  of  the  trade 
and  business  community  etc,  who 
had  all  acknowledged  that  all 
round  development  had  taken 
place  in  Baluchistan. 

The  President  pointed  out  to 
the  sense  of  deprivation  which 
had  been  prevailing  among  the 
people  of  this  province  in  the 
past.  These  feelings  may  still 
be  there  to  some  extent  but  their 
intensity  has  definitely  been  les¬ 
sened  considerably,  he  remarked. 

The  President  referred  to  cer¬ 
tain  snags  coining  in  the  way  of 
rapid  achievement  of  the  results 
and  in  this  context  mentioned 
comipion,  maladministration  and 
red-tapism. 

CORRUrnON  ON  decrease 

The  President  said  that  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  corruption  in  Baluch¬ 
istan  was  comparatively  much 
less  than  in  other  pans  of  the 
country.  That  could  be  due  to 
a  number  of  factors  including 
smaller  population,  people  here 
being  more  honest  and  wooer 
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MigSlance  by  the  provincial  ad¬ 
ministration. 

MIXED  FEELINGS 

Referring  to  his  yesterday’s 
(Monday)  visit  to  the  Afghan 
refugee  camp  at  Mohammad 
Khel,  the  President  said  he  found 
mixed  feelings  of  grief  and  joy 
in  them.  Grief  because  they 
were  forced  to  leave  their  homes 
and  joy  that  the  people  of  Ba¬ 
luchistan  -  -  were  demonstrating 
deep  sympathy  and  self-less  ser¬ 
vice  to  their  Afghan  brethren 
which  they  wanted  to  continue 
ti\  they  (refugees)  returned  to 
their  homes  honourably.  He  said 
he  was  also  happy  to  see  the 
mosque,  school,  dispensary  and 
carpet  weaving  centre  set  up  at 
the  camp.  j 

When  a  correspondent  wanted 
to  know  the  reason  for  the  de¬ 
lay  ip  taking  up  the  Sandak 
copper  mines  project  ih  the  San¬ 
dak  area  of  Chagai,  the  President 
said  that  the  project  of  this  mag¬ 
nitude  involving  huge  investment 
could  not  be  undertaken  within 
country’s  own  resources.  Certain 
foreign  countries  have  shown 
keen  interest  and  expressed  their 
willingness  for  investment  in  the 
project  he  said  he  had  talks  with 
a  foreign  patty  on  die  subject 
before  his  present  visit  to  Qu¬ 
etta. 

Replying  to  a  question  on  a 
book  on  Pakistan  by  a  foreign 
journalist  in  which  h^  had  quot¬ 
ed  the  President  having  support¬ 
ed  one  unit  or  creation  of  53 
provinces  the  President  said  that 
the  kyunwlist  had  made  gross 


misrepresentation. 

The  President  told  a  corres¬ 
pondent  that  if  qualified  persons 
were  available  in  Baluchistan 
they  would  be  taken  on  executive 
posts  in  banks  and  other  finan¬ 
cial  institutions. 

The  Governor  of  Baluchistan, 
Lieut-General  Rahimuddin  told  a 
correspondent  that  die  PIA  au¬ 
thorities  had  assured  him  that  by 
June  next  their  flights  between 
Quetta  and  Karachi  would  ope¬ 
rate  on  Fridays  as  well.  The 
frequency  of  the  flights,  he  said, 
cohid  not  be  increased  between 
Quetta  and  other  parts  of  the 
country  due  to  shortage  of  air¬ 
crafts.— APP. 

The  President  was  briefed 
about  the  development  schemes 
in  Baluchistan  in  Quetta  this 
morniag. 

He  was  informed  with  the  help 
of  maps  and  charts  that  under 
the  provincial  annual  develop¬ 
ment  programme  Rs.  2070  million 
had  been  spent  on  more  than 
800  development  schemes  in  the 
province  during  the  last  five 
years. 

The  main  sectors  of  develop¬ 
ment  were  water,  power,  irriga¬ 
tion.  agriculture,  communication, 
health  and  education  etc. 

In  addition  Rs.  3,650  million 
had  been  spent  during  the  same 
period  on  federally  financed  pro¬ 
jects  in  the  province. 

The  President  expressed  his 
satisfaction  over  the  pace  of  de¬ 
velopment  and  directed  to  further 
accelerate  the  tempo  of  develop- 
ment.- 
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[Editorials  "An  Example  to  Follow"] 


[Text] 


The  ^proposal  :  made  by, 
the  Sind  District  Councils 
»for  the  inclusion  of  a  plan 
1  to  construct  _  562  miles  of 
farm-to-market  roads  in  the 
next  "Annual  Development 
'Programme,  deserves  to  be 
seriously  considered  by  the 
■framers  of  the  programme. 
How  much  damage  is  being 
caused. due  to  delay  in 
■bringing  the  farm  product 
to  the  market  in  the  absence 
of  proper  roads*  can  very 
well  be  imagined.  According 
to  a  study  prepared  some¬ 
time  back,  the  post  harvests 
losses  in  the  agriculture 
sector  were  as  high  as  40 
per  cent  in  respect  of  some 
of  the  important  crops  like 
wheat.  In  the  case  of  rice, 
these  losses  were  estimated 
to  be  around  25  per  cent. 
On  an  average,  one-third  of 
the  total  produce  was  lost 
after  the  crops  were 

harvested.  It  is  by  all  means 
a  colossal  loss  which  a  poor 
country  like  Pakistan  can¬ 
not  afford.  In  view  of  these 
disclosures,  the  claims 

made  by  certain  experts 
that  this  country  was  never 
short  of  meeting  its  wheat 
reouirements,  were  not  very 
uatrue.  Some  steps  have 


teem' taken  to  minimise 
these  losses  by  constructing 
proper  storage  capacities 
and  opening  up  procure¬ 
ment  centres  near  the 
farms.  But  much  remains 
to  be  done  in  this  field. 
i  Increase  in  agricultural 
production  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  unless  the  farmer 
gets  due  return  for  his 
labour.  In  our  country  the 
major  contribution  is  being 
made  by  small  farmers  and. 
they  cannot  countenance 
losses  for  long.  Despite 
having  the  capacity  to  pro¬ 
duce  surpluses  on  their 
lands,  they  keep  it  to  the 
subsistence  -level.  This  is 
also  a  national  loss.  And 
the  major  reason  for  this 
trend  is  the  lack  or  total 
absence  of  facilities  for 
them  to  dispose  of  their 
surplus  produce  gainfully. 
Among  these  facilities  the 
barnc  and  of  primary  im¬ 
portance  is  proper  roads 
connecting  the  villages  with 
the  mandis.  If  this  difficulty 
is  overcome,  we  can  then 
think  of  achieving  a  real 
breakthrough  in  this  sector 
much  earlier  than  we  plan. 
Besides,  construction  of 
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such  toads  would  serve 
another  purpose  also.  Bed¬ 
sides  facilitating  the  move* 
meat  of  the  produce  to  the 
markets,  these  roads  would 
create  avenues  of  communi¬ 
cations  between  the  rural 
and  urban  areas  thereby 
encouraging  the  growth  of 
small  industry  in  rural  areas 
and  helping  the  fanners  to 
adopt  modern  mid  scientific 
methods  of  cultivation.  In 
other  words,  the  agricul¬ 
tural  extension  services  can 
be  made  more  meaningful 
and  effective  which  would 
ultimately  help  in  boosting 
agricultural  production  and 
bettering  the  quality  of  life 
of  our  rural  population. 

In  the  case  of  sugarcane, 
a  specific  cess  by  the  name 
of  road  cess  is  regularly 
realised*  by  the  authorities* 
But  even  in  the  cane  grow¬ 
ing  areas,  the  roads  are 
conspicuous  by  their  ab¬ 
sence  and  nobody  seems  to 
have  ever  taken  the  trouble 
of  finding  out  as  to  how 
the  proceeds  of  the  cess 
were  being  used.  If  the 
cess  was  used  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  it  is  being  charged, 
by  now  hundreds  of  miles 
of  roads  would  have  been 


constructed  and  the  pro¬ 
blem  would  not  have  been 
as  acute  as  it  is  today.  A 
lot  of  wastage  which  the 
country  had  to  suffer  would 
have  been  averted.  We 
would  urge  the  authorities 
to  see  as  to  how  these  pro¬ 
ceeds  are  being  used  and 
find  out  why  the  amount 
was  not  spent  on  the  con¬ 
struction  of  roads.  It  is  en¬ 
couraging  to  see  that  the 
problem  has  been  engaging 
the  attention  of  our  plan¬ 
ners  for  the  last  few  years, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  is 
a  matter  of  regret  that 
steps  are  not  being  taken 
with  the  urgency  the  pro¬ 
blem  deserves.  The  District 
Councils  of  Sind  by  propos¬ 
ing  construction  of  562 
miles  of  roads  during  the 
next  year,  have  actually 
set  an  example  for  other 
provinces  to  follow  suit 
and  take  measures  to  im¬ 
prove  the  means  of  com¬ 
munication  between  the 
rural  and  urban  trading 
centres.  The  process  would 
definitely  accelerate  the 
pace  of  development  in  the 
all-important  agricultural 
sector. 
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TARBELA'S  POWER  CAPACITY  TO  DOUBLE  IN  4  MONTHS 
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[Text]  ABBOTABAD,  May  10;  Exist 

ing  turbo-generating  eleciric  pow¬ 
er  capacity  of  1,400  megawatt  of 
Tarbela  Dam  will  be  doubled 
within  next  four  months  with 
completion  of  Rs  27b  crore  new 
power  station  on  tunnel  number 
two. 

This  was  disclosed  by  General 
Manager,  Tarbela  Dam,  Asif 
Qazi,  at  a  meeting  with  a  delega¬ 
tion  of  Punjab  journalists  cur¬ 
rently  on  a  goodwill  visit  to 
NWFP  province. 

He  said  that  out  of  five  tun- 
dels  connected  with  11.1  million 
acre  feet  water  storage  capacity 
reservoir  for  proper  ufilisa  ion  of 
Indus  water  three  have  been  ex¬ 
clusively  reserved  for  generating 
electricity  and  rest  for  releasing 
water  for  irrigation  purpose. 

He  explained  that  at  present 
four  turbo  generators  on  tunnel 
number  one  are  produc  ng  7C0 
megawatts  of  electricity,  With 
completion  of  new  power  house, 
additional  700  megawatts  will  bs 
supplied  through  national  grid  in 
this  way,  he  added.  Tarbela  dairi 
would  be  feeding  more  than  50 
per  cent  of  electric  power  through 
national  grid  to  meet  total  pow¬ 
er  requirement  of  countiy.  He 
said  that  present  electricity  re¬ 
quirement  of  the  country  is  3,800 
megawatts.  While  existing  elec¬ 
tricity  generating  capacity  of  the 
country  is  3.300  megawatts, .»  in¬ 


cluding  700  megawatts  produced 
by  Tarbela. 

Qazi  said  that  the  work  on 
laying  500  KV  line  from  Tarbela 
Dam  to  Guddu  via  Faisalabad 
has  been  completed  while  work 
between  Guddu  and  Karachi  is  in 
progress.  He  further  said  that 
the  Tarbela  project  is  designed 
to  produce  1,700  megawatt  of 
electricity  by  1984-85  and  3,3C0 
megawatts  by  1987-8#. 

In  reply  to  a  question  Qazi 
said  that  according  to  original 
plan  the  dam  was  designed  to 
exist  for  55  years  but  as  a  result 
of  latest  survey  arid  research 
work  certain  new  measures  are 
,  being  undertaken  for  silt  clean¬ 
ing  and  maintenance  which,  ha 
added,  will  raise  life  of  the  dam 
upto  70  years. 

To  another  question  he  said, 
that  embankment  of  dam  and 
water  reservoir  have  been  built 
after  careful  study  about  beha¬ 
viour  of  rive  Indus  dating  back 
118  years  project 

The  chief  said  there  is  no  truth 
in  rumours  that  the  lake  is  caus¬ 
ing  waterlogging  problem  in  the 
surrounding  areas.  Proper  inves¬ 
tigation  was  carried  out  and  it 
has  been  found  that  waterlogging 
is  result  of  excessive  use  of  wa¬ 
ter  by  farmers  for  irrigation  and 
not  due  to  lake  seepage. 
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CANAL  REHABILITATION  PLAN  PREPARED 

Karachi  BUSINESS  RECORDER  in  English  11  May  82  p  12 

[Excerpt]  LAHORE,  May  10:  A  master  plan  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  canal  system  of  the  country  has  been  prepared  by  the  government  and  a  sum 
of  Rs.  1300  million  have  already  been  sanctioned  for  the  project.  Vice  Admiral 
M.  F.  Janjua,  Federal  Minister  for  Food  and  Agriculture  said  here  today 

He  was  inaugurating  a  seminar  on  irrigation  water  management  sponsored  by  the 
Pakistan  Engineering  Congress  at  the  WAPDA  auditorium  this  morning.  A  large 
number  of  engineers  and  scientists  attended  the  seminar. 

The  minister  said  that  water  was  one  of  the  most  important  natural  resources 
in  our  country  and  this  resource  was  limited  in  quantity.  It  was  therefore, 
necessary  to  make  the  most  efficient  and  judicious  use  of  this  resouce  besides 
ensuring  that  there  was  adequate  water  for  our  future  generations 

The  existing  canal  system  of  the  country,  he  said,  was  defective  because  dur¬ 
ing  the  low  flow  periods,  many  canals  did  not  receive  irrigation  supplies  and 
during  the  period  of  high  level  flows  a  large  quantity  of  water  went  waste, 
to  the  sea. 

Vice  Admiral  Janjua  said  that  the  situation  had,  however,  improved  with  the 
Mangla  and  Tarbela  Dams  and  the  planning  of  another  big  Kalabagh  Dam  was  a 
step  in  the  same  direction 

The  minister  called  upon  the  engineers  and  specialists  to  come  closer  together 
for  increasing  farm  output .  In  this  connection  he  said  that  we  were  fortunate 
to  have  a  large  reservoir  of  under  ground  water  in  the  Indus  plains  but  it  had 
to  be  managed  judiciously  as  it  could  lose  its  utility  with  the  degradation  in 
water  quality.  For  the  control  of  water-logging  and  salinity ,  it  was  necessary 
to  provide  sub-surface  drainage  and  to  devise  means  for  the  harmless  disposal 
of  the  saline  effluents. 

In  the  irrigation  system,  he  said,  there  was  need  to  introduce  a  flexibility 
so  that  the  existing  deliveries  could  be  adjusted  to  the  crop  needs.  At  the 
farm  level  the  inherent  water  losses  had  to  be  controlled  and  means  provided 
ofr  the  disposal  of  excess  waters. 
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P RE-FABRICATED  HOUSING  PROJECT  APPROVED 
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[Excerpt] 


Permission  has  been  gran¬ 
ted  for  the  construction  of 
factory  in  Karachi  that  will 
mass-produce  pre-fabricated 
houses,  Sind  Governor  Lt- 
Gen.  S.  M.  Abbasi,  said  in 
Karachi  yesterday. 

Inaugurating  a  three-day  semi¬ 
nar  on  “Development  of  Human 
Settlements  Through  Public  Par¬ 
ticipation”  at  the  Uaquat  Memo¬ 
rial  Library  auditorium,  he  said 
using  pre-fabricated  parts  it  would 
be  possible  to  construct  a  three- 
room  house  from  scratch  within 
on«  week.  3 

Besides  lowering  construction 
costs,  the  use  of  pre-fabricated 
parts  would  solve  many  problems 
which  persons  constructing  new 
houses  with  traditional  materials 
have  to  face,  he  added. 

The  Governor  briefly  surveyed 
the  problems  facing  urban  plan¬ 
ners.  who  have  to  try  to  provide 
basic  civic  amenities  for  millions 
of  people  living  at  close  quarters. 

He  said  no  particular  attention 
had  been  paid  to  these  problems 


in  the  past,  and  they  had  besides 
been  aggravated  by  the  pheno¬ 
menon  of  “urban  drift”,  i.e.  the 
tendency  of  people  residing  in 
the  countryside  to  come  to  the 
cities  in  search  of  work  and  bet¬ 
ter  living  facilities. 

Lt-Gen.  Abba$i  stated  that  in 
order  to  decrease  the  pressure  on 
the  larger  towns  and  cities  a 
twoJ-pronged  strategy  had  to  be 
adopted,  which  consisted  of  first¬ 
ly,  controlling  “urban  drift”  by. 
providing  better  living  amenities 
and  work  opportunities  in  rural 
areas,  and  secondly,  initiating 
<new~  hou6i»>fl  ejecte—in— the~  fw> 
ban  areas. 

He  emphasised  his  govern- 
meat’s  determination  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  in  rural  areas, 
and  encourage  the  setting  up  of 
small  industrial  units  there  so  as 
to  provide  more  employment  to 
the  people  living  there  under  the 
on-going  three^-year  rural  indus¬ 
trialisation  programme. 

Simultaneously,  continued, 

efforts  had  to  be  made  to  ensure 
that  there  was  no  over-industrial- 
isation  in  existing  urban_cenjres. 
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WORLD  BANK’S  LOAN  CONDITIONS  FOR  RAILWAYS 
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[Text] 


WASHINGTON,  May  11;  Ne- 
gotiations  between  Pakistan  and 
the  World  Bank  for  50  million 
dollar  IDA  loan  for  rehabilita¬ 
tion  of  railways  have  been  stale¬ 
mated  here  for  nearly  a  week  on 
the  “conditionality”  for  the  allo¬ 
cation. 

The  World  Bank  is  reported  to 
be  insisting  on  an  appreciable 
increase  immediately  in  railway 
passenger  fares  and  freight  rates 
on  the  ground  that  there  is  too 
large  a  gap  between  the  variable 
costs  of  railway  operations  and 
the  income  derived  from  it. 

Pakistan  reportedly  has  $$reed 
in  principle,  to  the  des»rabili  y  of 
balancing  up  the  income  ,  and  the 
expenditure  and,  to  this  dfect  has 
drawn  up  a  plan  of  action  to 
reduce  operational  costs.  The 
plan  includes  review  of  _unecono- 
mical  train  services,  '  cracking 
down  of  ticketless  travel  and 
plugging  other  loopholes  in  re¬ 
venue  collection  as  well  as  ad¬ 


option  of  measures  to  increase 
efficiency. 

Basic  differences  of  approach 
ieem  to  have  plagued  the  talks  so 
far:  Pakistan  stresses  public  wel¬ 
fare,  the  World  Bank  apparently 
attaches  higher  priority  to  bud¬ 
get-balancing.  Islamabad  wants 
time  to  review  the  overall  situa¬ 
tion  and  not  to  get  into  increas¬ 
ing  passenger  fares  and  freight 
fates  until  fiscal  1983-84:  IBRD 
appears  to  be  seeking  prompter 
^action.  _ ... .  -  *-*-*••* 

This  is  the  11th  IDA  loan  Pak¬ 
istan  is  seeking  for  its  railways. 
Interest-free  loans  have  become 
harder  to  get  since  the  United 
States  failure  to  replenish  fully 
the  IDA  funds  following  its  do¬ 
mestic  budget  squeeze. 

The  issue  is  expected  to  be  re¬ 
solved  by  tomorrow.  Fighting 
the  Pakistan  battle  is  its  railway 
Secretary,  A.  Kalam,  assisted, 
among  others,  by  Economic  Min¬ 
ister  at  the  Embassy,  Ehsannl 
Haq. 
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'MADE  TO  ORDER'  CULTURE  AND  CULTURAL  POLICY  CRITICIZED 
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[Editorial:  "Waiting  for  Culture"] 


[Text]  IT  MAY  never  be  too  late 

for  a  nation  to  discover  or  de¬ 
fine  its  culture,  if  only  for  the 
purpose  of  channelling  official, 
patronage.  Thus,  when  it  was 
reported  about  sixteen  months 
ago  that  the  Federal  Ministry 
of  Culture  was  finalising  a 
cultural  policy,  we  took  notice. 

It  seemed  exciting  to  wait  to 
see  what  the  official  cultural, 
policy  would  be  in  a  setting 
that  is  hot  congenial  enough  to> 
different  manifestations  of 
culture.  What  culture  could  be 
nurtured  in  a  society  so  over- 
.whelmingly  illiterate  at  one  * 
end  and  intellectually  not  well- 
disposed  towards  variety  and 
pluralism?  The  Ministry  of 
Culture  has  kept  us  guessing^ 
and  we  may  continue  to  do  so  ; 
because  the  Ministry  is  still 
fumbling  with  its  task,  Nowa  • 
news  report  fells  us  that  it  has 
asked  various  cultural  bodies  7 
in  the  country  to  submit  their- 
recommendations,  for,  inclufp 
siori  in  the,  policy.  In  this  re-.; 
gard,  the  cultural  bodies  are' 
also  understood  to  have  been 
asked  to  study  the  cultural  poN 
icy  of  India.  Extracts  from  the 
cultural  policies  ofisome  Asian 
countries  and.a  number  of  UN¬ 
ESCO  documents  have  also 
been  given  to  the  “experts”! 
Typically,  the-  experts  are 


bureaucrats  who  sit  in  judg¬ 
ment  on  such  issues  by  virtue 
Of  their  current  postings.  It  is 
reported  that  the  Government 
bodies  associated  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  include  the  National  Film 
Development  Corporation 
(NAFDEC)'.  the  Pakistan  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the  Arts 
(PNCA),  the  National  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Folk  Heritage,  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Archaeology  in 
Karachi  and  the  Department 
of  Archives  in  Islamabad.  Th¬ 
ese  departments  are  expected 
to  hammer  out  an  impressive 
compendium  of  official  wis¬ 
dom  on  the  otherwise  elusive 
subject  of  Pakistani  culture 
and  .  how  it  -  should  be  pro¬ 
jected.  In  a  similar  committee, 
to  draw  up  “a  comprehensive 
pta»  for  cultural  projection  of  i 

meet-: 

whTc^Ivwas  held  Jrt 
Karachi  >  irt  January’,'-  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  '  the  Export 
Promotion^  Bureau  and  PIA 
were  also  included;  But  what  is. 
the  Government’s  role  in  the 
protection  and  promotion  of 
national  culture?.  Can  a 
cultural  policy  be  in  any  sense 
Obfmous  of  the  actual  state  of 
Ourcuiture? 

Culture,'  certainly,  cannot 
be  made  to  order.  Its  existence 
$hd  stimulation  depend  on  the 
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quality  of  life  of  the  members 
of  a  society.  It  would  be  a 
digression  to  discuss  the 
identity  of  our  culture  and  ac¬ 
count  for  serious  disagree¬ 
ments  that  may  flow  from  such 
a  discussion.  But  it  is  well  to 
'  remember  that  culture  specifi¬ 
cally'  consists  of  such  elements 
in  obr  lives  as  language,  educa¬ 
tional,  scientific  and  .in¬ 
tellectual  development,  ideas, 
beliefs,  institutions,  works  of 
art;  customs  and  rituals.  It  not 
only  reflects  the  patterns  of  life, 
at  a  given  time;;  It  also  moulds 
them.  All  this  seems  too  seri¬ 
ous  a  business  to  be  left  to  the 
bureaucrats.  They,  surely  can¬ 
not  create  culture  where  it  is 
not  or  change  it  through  notifi- . 
cations.:  What  the  Govern-;, 
ment  can  do,  at  its  best,  is  to" 
provide  the  infrastructure.  It 
can  subsidise  genuine  attempts 
to  promote  culture  which  will 
have  to  come  from  writers,  ar¬ 
tists,  intellectuals  i  and  other 
people  possessing  creativity 
who  work  in  an  atmosphere  of 
freedom.  As  it  is,  the  Ministry 
of  Culture  is  assuredly,  uniri- 
volved  with  the  basic  problems 
that  relate  to  the  stimulation 
and  growth  of  culture.  Any 
cultural  policy,  howsoever' 
cleverly  it  may  have  been  de-i 
vised,  is  likely  to  wither  away 
in  our  artti-intellectual  envi-' 
ronment.  Cultures;  also,  are 
not  sustained  by  only  small, 
isolated  elites.  A*dulture,  as  we^ 
have  stated  before,  has  its' 
length,  bitadth  and  depth. 
Without  the  ability  of  a  large 
majority  of  our  people  to 
participate  meaningfully  in 
any  refined  cultural  activity, 
because  of  its  illiteracy  and 
poverty,  culture  is  bound  to  be 
reduced  to  a  hothouse  plant. 
Folic  customs  that  tend  to 
soothe  the  barren  lives  ,of  the 
dispossessed  ,  cannot  be  in¬ 
corporated  into  a  living  culture 
that  is  recognised  for  its’ 
aesthetic  and  artistic  refine¬ 
ments.  Even  the  small 
educated  class  is  culturally 
undeE-nourished.  Culture  has 


to  be  a  manifestation  of  the  lib¬ 
eration  of  the  intellect.  A  soci¬ 
ety  can  make  use  of  its  culture 
only  when  it  has  the  capacity 
for  rational  and  abstract 
thought.  The  life  of  our 
educated  and  moneyed  class 
presents  the  reality  that  we 
want  tohgnore  when  we  talk  of 
culture  and  civilisation. 

A  cultural  policy  will  be 
pointless  if  the  broad;  masses 
are.  unable  to  participate  in 
legitimate  cultural  activities.  A 
conscious  involvement  in 
cultural  affairs  is  impossible 
without  education.  The  first 
task  is  to  have.a  firm  and  broad 
base  of  education.  It  is  a  pity 
that  nothing  much  has  been  or 
is  being  done  in  this  ’direction. 
The  people’s  right  to  educa-.- 
tion,  precedes  their  right  .to 
havi?  a -.cultural  policy. We  .will 
firs?  have  to  build  foundations* 
for  ’culture,'  such  as  libraries  ’ 
well-stocked  with  good  locally 
produced  books,  art  galleries,- 
museums,  archives  and 
theatres.  We  have  repeatedly 
lamented  the  lack  of  artistic, 
and  intellectual  freedom  in  our 
society.  Our  creative  minds; 
are  allowed  few  outlets.  Into-/ 
leranpe,  bigotry  and  mindless; 
plagiarism  of  foreign  artistic 
creations  have  distorted  our 
cultural  expression.  We  have 
an  intriguing  attitude  towards 
performing  arts.  All  these  dis¬ 
tortions  are  amply  reflected  in 
our  arts  and  the  mass  media. 
The  book  industry  symbolises 
the  debacle.  The  cinema,  too, 
can  be  taken  as  a  measure  of 
the  quality  and  reach  of  our 
popular  culture.  In  this  pers¬ 
pective,  any  talk  about  defin¬ 
ing  and  promoting  the  national 
culture  can  only  serve  to  keep 
some  of  our  well-paid  officials, 
busy.  Let  them  take  their  time 
in  preparing  their  recommen¬ 
dations.  Ultimately,  the 
Pakistani  culture  will  be  de¬ 
fined  "and  enhanced  by  an 
educated  and  enlightened 
populace,  aware  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s,  heritage  as  well  as  its 
CTeaftiye  possibilities. 
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COMMENTARY  ON  CONFLICTS  IN  THE  SOCIETY 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  9 


[Karachi  Diary  column:  "Living  with 

[Text]  ALL  political  syslemsil 

democratic  or  otherwise,  as- j 
pire  to  achieve  a  consensus  in  • 
society.  The  key  to  any 
system’s.survival  is  its  ability  to 
resolve  normal  relations  ,of 
conflict  in  a  manner  that  is  ac¬ 
cepted  as  just.  Conflicts  that 
cannot  be  eliminated  or  resol¬ 
ved  in  accordance  with  a  soci¬ 
ety’s  values  could  lead  to  vio¬ 
lence  —  andchhnge. 

No,  I  am  not  talking  about  vio¬ 
lence.  Let  us  look  at  the  other  face 
of  the  coig.  There  are  signs  of  in¬ 
creasing  conflict  in  different  sec¬ 
tors  of  our  society  .  The  search  fof 
consensus  in  specific  areas  is  being 
frustrated  by  real  or  contrived  di¬ 
visions.  Lines  are  being  drawn 
everywhere. 

Take  the  teachers’  strike.  Just 
when  the  Government-cadre 
teachers  launched  their  protest  in 
Karachi  -  and  elsewhere  a  week 
ago,  the  two-month-old  strike  of 
school  teachers  in  the  Punjab  was 
reported  to  have  been  called  off. 
And  in  Karachi,  the  teachers  of 
nationalised  colleges  were  not  on 
strike. 

While  the  news  of  the  long 
strike,  marked  by  some. agitation, 
was  largely  kept  from  television, 
its  expiry  was  reported  with  a 
'  flourish.  We  were  taken  to  schools 
and  fcven  classrooms. 

But  in  no  time  the  familiar  pat¬ 
tern  stressed  itself.  The  school 
teachers  were  divided  in,  rival  facr; 


Conflicts"  by  Ghazi  Salahuddin] 

tions,  making  divergent  claimsab- 
out  the  strike.  There  was  the  Mut-: 
tahida  Mahaz  that  had  called  off 
the  boycott.The  Majiis-i-Amai 
Asatiza  was  still  holding  the  ban- 
<  ner  of  strike.  The  Federal  Finance 
Minister,  while  promising  interim 
relief  for  Government  servants 
with  the  .announcement  of  the  an¬ 
nual  budget  next  month  said  om 
Sunday  that  the  strike  had  not 
been  called  off  fully  . 

Obviously,  professional  groups, 
unions  and  parties  are  unable  to 
remain  united  in  their  struggle  for 
economic  or  political  rights.  Paral¬ 
lel  unions  can  be  floated  and 
» maintained.  As  a  newsman,  I 
know  the  situation  well  because 
the  journalists  were  among  the 
first  to  be  affected  by  division  — 
/dictated  not  as  much  by  ideology 
as  by  reasons  of  expediency.  The 
process  is  helped  by  feelings  of^ 
fear  and  uncertainty. 

In  times  of  crisis,  conflict  is  un¬ 
avoidable.  People  can  be  divided 
on  matters  of  principle.  But  why  is 
the  process  that  was  professedly 
intended  to  eliminate  polarisation 
and  conflict  ris  now  seen  to  be? 
generating  fragmentation?  And" 
/what  does  this  fragmentation/ 
mean  in  terms  of  its  present  impact 
and  future  consequences?  Will  th¬ 
ese  divisions  lead  to  antagonistic 
contradictions  incapable  of  being 
resolved  through  mediation? 

There  is  another  aspect  that 
should  not  be  ignored.  Tactical  di¬ 
visions,  often  accompanied  by  real 


85 


conflicts  over  values  and  interests, 
can  become  all-pervasive  and  af¬ 
fect  institutions  the  unity  of  which 
has  for  long  been  taken  for 
granted.  ■  } 

Two  weeks  ago  I  had  referred  to 
the  attack  by  militant  rightist  stu¬ 
dents  on  two.  Lahore  newspapers 
that  have  been  supporters  of  their 
cause.  It  was  something  to  ponder. 

Parties 

That  the  Government  itself  maj  - 
be  concerned  with  this  fragmenta¬ 
tion  was  indicated  this  week  by  the 
President’s  remarks  that  if  the 
number  of  political  parties  was  re¬ 
duce  to  one  or  two,  he  would  be 
prepared  to  lift  restrictions  on 
political  activity .  He  was  quoted  as 
saying:  “How  can  you  hold  elec¬ 
tions  with  78  political  parties  in  the 
arena?”  _  . 

One  doesn’t  know  about  the  7$ 
parties  and  some  ,  leaders  were 
quick  to  point  out  that  only  a  few/ 
parties  were  important.  It  was  also ' 
recalled  that  oh  July  5, 1977,. there  ] 
were  only  tfvo  parties  in  the  arena. : 
Or  were  there  three? 

In  any  case,  I  found  the  reaction 
of  the  Karachi  Urdu  daily  that  rep- . 
resents  the  (defunct?)  Jamat-i- 
Islami  very  instructive  and  relev-  ’ 
ant  to  my  subject  of  this  week. 
This  newspaper  is  the  only  party; 
organ  that  survives.  It  is  also 
significant  that  the  Jamat  is 
thought  to  be  the  longest-lasting 
supporter  ctf  the  present  Martial 
Law  regime  . 

In  its  editorial  on  Monday,  the 
Jamat  newspaper  was  manifestly 
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abrasive.  The  very  heading  tells 
enough:  “Bas  bahut  ho  chuka!” 
Icannot  paraphrase  it  in  any-  de¬ 
tail.  However,  it  stressed  that  such 
pronouncements  were  perhaps 
meant  to  avoid  the  moment' of  de¬ 
cision,  create  confusion,  involve 
public  opinion  in  frivolous  dis¬ 
putes  and  reduce  general  aware¬ 
ness  in  to  fragments  that  point  to¬ 
wards  different  directions. 

/  The  main  thrust,  of  course,  is 
that  elections  should  be  held  and 
Uhat  political  parties  and  elections 
go  together.  Do  we  not,  at  least, 
have  a  consensus  on  this  point?  Or 
are^there  real  conflicts  planted  in 
this  bland  commitment  to  the 
electoral  process?  Will  the  parties 
really  in  favour  of  elections  please 
stand  up?  . 

t  ^uch  doubts  enhance  the  sense 
of  disquiet  that  is  freshly  being  ex¬ 
pressed  by, the  middle-class  and 

make  groups  ready  foTfurther  di¬ 
visions.  Besides  teachqrs,  doctors 
are  also  protesting.  School 
teachers  had  launched  the  protest 
in  the  Pun  jab  but  now  the  college 
and  university  teachers"  ot 

higher  /social  status  are 

also  involved.  Prices  are  becoming 
an  issue  in  this  pre-budget  season. 
Even  the  Federal  Finance  Minister 
spoke  about  “some  restiveness” 
when  he  announced  the  formation 
of  a  committee  to  revise  govern¬ 
ment  pay  scales.  y 

There  is  already  some  scare  ab¬ 
out  what  the  budget  might  bring: 
An  afternoon  daily  speculated 
that  the  petrol  price  “would  be 
pushed  up  at  least  to  Rs.  35  per 


gallon*’  since  a  major  effort  for  re: 
source  mobilisation  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  finance  the  big  develop¬ 
ment  budget  that  has  been , 
promised. 

These  pressures  might  make  it 
more  difficult  to  maximise  con¬ 
sensus  imcritical  areas.  We  do  not 
seem  to  know  enough  about  how 
conflicts  are  resolved.  That  is  es¬ 
sentially  the  goal  of  political  activ¬ 
ity  and  democratic  freedoms.  So 
seem  destined  to  live  with  more 
conflicts. 

Conflicts,  wt  are  told,  create 
anxiety.  To  relieve  anxiety,  we 
have  to  make  adjustments  in  our 
personal  lives.  So  far,  things  have 
made  us  pensive  and  passive.  We 
have  to  come  to  terms  with  our 
own  guilt  in  what  has  come  to  pass. 

Ultimately,  we  will  be  con-, 
fronted  with  difficult  choices.  And' 
the  most  difficult  thing  in  life  is  to 
choose.  Consider  the  predicament 
of  teachers  and  doctors.  They  are 
faced  with  the  conflicting  values  of 
their  noble  professions  and  a  soci¬ 
ety  that  has  become  insanely 
materialistic. 

Other  mortals  are  even  more 
deeply  divided  by  the  conflict  bet¬ 
ween  what  is  and  what  should  be. 
What  are  the  options?  The  conf¬ 
licts  and  contradictions  that  are 
not  irreconcilable  have  to  be  got 
out  of  the  way.  It  may  be  well  to 
remember  that  Pakistan  was 
created  by  leaders,  and  the  masses 
who  were  not  afraid  of  political 
change  and  who  did  not  worship 
order  at  the  cost  of  liberty . 
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TAXATION  SYSTEM  CRITICIZED 


Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  pp  9,  11 

[Article  by  Sultan  Ahmed:  "A  Taxation  System  Oblivious  of  Inflation"] 


[Text] 


SEVEN  years  ago'  personal ;  > 
income  up  to  Rs.  12,000  per  y 
year  was  exempt  from  income  j 
tax  in  Pakistan.  The  same 
small  figure  holds;  good  to  this 
day  regardless  of  the  galloping 
inflation,  the  soaring  cost  of 
the  essentials  and  the  tremend¬ 
ous  increase  in  the  rates  for 
utilities  and  other  services.. 

Compared  to  this  static,  situa¬ 
tion  that  has  fasted  too  long, 
personal  income  exempt  from  ta¬ 
xation  jumped  from  Rs.  6,000  per 
year  in  1972-73  to  Rs,  9,000  the 
next  year;  and  to  Rs.  12,000  in  the 
following  year  —  a  hundred  per 
cent  increase  in  the'  income  ex¬ 
empt  from  taxation  in  two  years. 

But  since  then  the  same  Rs. 
12,000  has  held  the  field  foj  the 
last  seven  years  despite  the  tre¬ 
mendous  economic  changes  in  the 
world  and  major  -shifts  in 
economic  policies  within  the 
country.  '  /  ’  - 

The  official  wholesale  price  kir 
dex  within  the  same  seven  year 
period  jumped  from  211.28  points 
(base  year  — 1969-70)  to  392 
points  —  in  February  of  this  year. 
The  increase  was  by  181  points  or 
by  86  per  cent.  - 

The  official  consumer  price  in¬ 
dex  for  the  government,  industrial 
and  commercial  employees  in  the 
same  period  rose  from  200  points  ’ 
to  396.63  points  in  February  of  this 
year — an  increase  of  196  points  er 
98  per  cent. 


Admittedly,  official  estimates"! 
of  inflation  in  Pakistan  are  very 
modest  or  are  grossly  understated. 
But  even  if  we  go  by  the  low  offi¬ 
cial  figures  personal  income  ex¬ 
empt  from  taxation  should  have 
risen  to  about  Rs.  21,000  by  now; 
but  it  has  not  ih  spite  of  the  persis¬ 
tent  public  clamour  and  pious  pre¬ 
budget  hopes  of  several  years. 

But  if  we  go  by  the  mbre  classi¬ 
cal  method  of  computing  inflation, 
that  is  the  increase  in  total  money 
supply  minu*  the  increase  in  Gross 
National  Product,  personal  im 
come  exempt  from  taxation 
should  by  now  be  far  larger  than 
Rs.  21.000.  -  .  ;  • 

Money  supply  ,  GNP  y 

Money  supply  increased  from 
Rs.  2,800  crore  in  July  1974,  to  Rs*. 
10,399  crore  in  June  last  year— an 
increase  of  nearly  300  per  cent. 
The  increase  in  GNP  during  the 
same  period  was  40  per  cent.  So 
the  real  inflation  during  the  period  ■ 
was  260  per  cent  —  an  average  of 
43  percent  per yearfor  six  years.,  j 

If  in  spite  of  the  tremendous  in-, 
crease  in  in  flat  ion  jowl,  income 
groups  have  not  been  given  any 
income  tax  relief  during  the  last 
seven  years,  how  have  the  rich 
fared?  Thr  rich  have  been  given, 
notable  relief  in  taxes,  except  in 
income  tax.  The  Estate  Duty  was 
abolished  on  July  1,  1979.  For 
purposes  of  wealth  tax  minimum 
wealth  taxable  has  been  raised 
from  Rs.  two  lakh  to  Rs.  five  lakh. 
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-exclusive  of  agricultural  land.  Gift 
tax  whjch  was  five  per  cent  on  the 
first  Rs.  50,000  has  been  reduced 
to  2,5  percent.  Similarly,  Gift  Tax 
payable  on  gifts  up  to  Rs.  eighty 
lakh  has  been  slashed  by  50  per 
cent,  and' sizeable  relief  provided 
forlargergiftsaswell. 

While  the  rich  have  been  given 
liberal  concession  in  respect  of 
wealth  tax  aMgift  tax  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  soaring  inflation,  and 
relieved  of  the  need  to  pay  Estate 
Duty,  why,has  not  any  tax  conces-’ 
sion  been  given  to  the  lower  in*' 
come  group,  particularly  those 
whose  income  becomes  taxable  af 
Rs.  12,001  per  year?  This  is,  in¬ 
deed,  a  very  relevant  question  in 
an  Islamic  state  where  the  pains  of 
the  poor  should  matter  more  than 
the  troubles  of  the  rich  .  Should  not 
those  who  find  it  hard  to  make 
both',  ends  meet  receive  at  least 
equal  consideration  as  those  who 
have  wealth  enough  t6  pay  Wealth 
Tax,  can  afford  to  jive  large  gifts 
to  warrant  the  Gift  Tax;  and  then 
leave  enough  properties  behind 
when  they  die  for  their  heirs  to 
enjoy  the  current  exemption  from 
Estate  Duty ? 

Lowef  group  burden 

Of  course,  the  concession  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  rich  in  the  present 
scale  of  things  and  within  the 
current  social  framework  is  not 
large  or  too  liberal.  Inflation 
has  made  a  hash  of  everything. 
But  what  is  really  incongruous 
is  that  the  poor  among  the  in-  • 
come  tax  payers  are  in  1981-82 
for  worse  than  they  were  in : 
1974-75  when  in  addition  to 
the  exemption  of  Rs.  12,000, 
there  was  a  Personal  Allo¬ 
wance  of  R$.  3,000  for  the 
salaried  employees  and  Rs. 
2,000  for  the  non-salaried,  and 
3n  Earned  Income  Relief  of  20 
per  cent  of  the  salary  income, 
with  A  minimum  of  Rs.  25,000 ' 
and  a  maximum  of  Rs.  5,000. 
Together,  the  three  exemp¬ 
tions  meant  a  total  exemption 
of  Rs.  20,000.  for  a  Jower  mid¬ 
dle  income  salaried  person! 

■  .*  But  today  there  is  neither" 


wance  nor  the  more  liberal 
Earned  Income  Relief.  In¬ 
stead  of  Rs.  20,000,  payment 
of  income"  tax  now  becomes 
due  at  Rs.  12,001. 

That  is  not  all.  Investment 
permissible  for  earningdncome 
tax  relier  has  been  raised  to  33 
lh  per  cent  subject  t6  a  max¬ 
imum  of  Rs.  40,000;  but  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Income  Tax  Ordi¬ 
nance"  of  1979  there  is  no 
straight  deduction  of  the  in¬ 
vestment  made  from  the 
amount  taxable.  Instead,  a 
new  -averaging  formula  has 
been  devised  that  relates  tax 
'relief  to  the  actual  tax  payable. 
That  favrours  the  high  income 
groups  to  an  extent,  and  not 
the  .  lower  or  middle  income 
groups.  Even  for  the  high 
salaried  person  the  relief  is 
small  to  really  promote 
investment.  g 

The  investment  made  loses 
its  market  value  if  they  are 
shares  of  public  limited  com¬ 
panies  after  July  1  each  year 
when  the  investment  closes. 
And  if  the  investment  is  made 
on  ICP  or  NIT  the  'investor 
loses  in  real  terms  because  of 
the  inflation  and  the  low  re¬ 
turns  from  such  investments, 
particularly  after  the  deduc¬ 
tion  of  zakat. 

Such  tactics  have  paid  excel¬ 
lent  dividends  for  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Income  tax  revenue 
formed  14.6  per  cent  of  the  to¬ 
tal  tax  revenue  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  1978-79, 17  percent  in 

1979- 80  and  19  per  cent  in 

1980- 81.  _  * 

The  total  number  of  tax 
payers  in  the  country,  too,  rose 
to  844,645  by  June  last  year 
and  is  expected  to  touch  the 
impressive  figure  of  one  mil¬ 
lion  by  next  month  —  a  year 
ahead  of  the  schedule  for  net¬ 
ting  a  million  tax  payers. 

The  trend  in  Pakistan  in  re¬ 
spect  of  both  the  tax  burden 
and  the  number  of  tax  payers  is 
sharply  different  from  that 
now  prevailing  in  India.  When 
the  I98J:82  federal  budget  was 
presented  by  Mr,  Venkaramari 
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in  India  he  let  1.5  million  tax 
payers  out  of  the  Indian  tax  net 
with  four  million  and  gave  sub; 
stantial  tax  relief  to  a  million 
more  tax  payers.  At  the  end  oT 
the  year  the  new  Finance: 
Minister  reported  a  distinct.in- 
crease  in  income  tax  revenue.  : 

Personal  income  exempt1 
from  taxation  in  India  has  also 
j umpecr  from  ;Rs .  8.000  to-Rs / 
20.000  within  three  years  — 
from  Rs.  8.000  to  Rs.  12,000  in 
1980-81.  then  to  Rs.  15,000 
next  vear,  and  in  the  current 
1982 -S3  budget  the  exemption 
shot  up  to  Rs.  20,000.  In  addO 
tion,  there  is  a  personal  allo¬ 
wance  of  Rs.  6,000  for  the 
salaried  class.  In  "the  area  'of 
investment  the  first  Rs.  5,000' 
is  totally  tax  free,  the  next  Rs. 
5,000  is  tax  exempt  up  to  50  per 
cent,  and  thereafter  the  ex¬ 
emption  is  40  per  cent  upto  Rs. 
40,000.  His  motto,  said  Mr. 
Pranab  Mukerjee'.  was:  "save- 
in  vest-produce  and  get  conces¬ 
sion  to  export.  ” 

.  No  saving,  no  investment 

In  the  kind  of  tax  structure 
that  obtains  in  Pakistan  today 
the  people  are  not  able  to  save, 
invest  and  develop'  the 
country.  Hence  Tax  Bar  As¬ 
sociations  as  well  Chambers  of 
Commerce  have  been  pleading 
for  raising  the  income  exempt 
from  taxation  to  Rs.  20,000.  In 
addition  the  Investment  Allo¬ 
wance  must  be  treated  as  a: 
straight  reduction  for  tax 
purposes  instead  of  continuing 
with  the  present  absurd 
formula'  that  positively  dis¬ 
courages  saving. 

The  current  fiscal  policy  has : 
raised  the  income  tax  revenue 
from  125  crore  in  1974-75  to  an ' 
estimated  Rs.  778.5  crore  dur¬ 
ing  the  current  year.  That  is  a 
staggering  increase  while  the 


number  of  tax  payers  has  more 
than  doubled  during  the  last  , 
four  years.,  But  can  public  weal 
be  measured  by  tax  collection 
alone?  Is  not  a* policy  of  help¬ 
ing  the  people  to  save  more, 
invest  more  and  develop  the 
country  quicker  better  than  a 
policy  that  enables  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  mobilies  the  savings., 
on  a  compulsory  basis  through 
taxation  and  then  make  invest¬ 
ment  at  a  high  cost  and  ad- 
minister  those" investments  at  a 
heavy  cost? 

There  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  talk  about  the  quality  of  life 
in  recent  times,  particularly  of 
the  life  of  the -poor.  The  pre¬ 
sent  rigid  fiscal  policy  that  is 
inexorably  revenue-oriented, 
and  aimed  to  make  the  govern¬ 
ment  the  dominant- 
centrepiece  of  the  economic 
system  carinot  contribute  to  a . 
better  quality  of  life  ini 
Pakistan.  Instead,  it  ijvill  onjyt 
aggravate  the  discontent  and? 
increase  the.  financial  frustra-- 
tions  of  the  people.  ‘V 

Of  course,  it  is  not  enough  to 
raise,  the  exemption  limit  for 
income  tax  from  Rs.  12,000  to 
Rs.  20,000.  The  highest  tax  of 
66  per  cent  on  personal  income 
should  start  not  from  Rs. 
1,00,000  but  from  Rs.  three 
lakh  because  of  the  inflation.  It 
was  in  1967-68  that  the  highest 
tax  of  70  per  cent  was  levied  on 
taxable  income  of  Rs.  1,00.000  ' 
find  above  and  since  then  — 
for  J5  .years  —  the  country  has 
been  subjected  to  tremendous 
inflation,  reducine  the  value  of 
Rs.  1,00.000  to  "Rs.  25,000. 
Even  Dr.  Mahbubul  Hgq  ad¬ 
mits  that.  Hence  let  the  new 
scales  be  worked  out  an  a 
realistic  and  fair  manner,  and 
not  to  uphold,  and  sustain  the 
status  quo  because  of  simple 
lethargy  or  elementary  fears. 
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CENTERS  TO  IMPART  HAJ  TRAINING  TO  PILGRIMS 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  10 

[Text]  About  2,000  centres  have  been  set  up  throughout  the  country  to  impart 
training  to  intending  pilgrims,  Mr  Zakaria  Kamdar,  Adviser  on  Haj  Affairs,  told 
a  Press  conference  after  inaugurating  the  first  masters1  training  course  at  the 
Haji  Camp  on  Wednesday. 

He  said  that  he  had  already  visited  Punjab,  NWFP  and  Baluchistan  for  this  pur- 
pose  and  inaugural  function  at  Karachi  was  the  beginning  of  this  training  pro¬ 
gramme  in  Sind  province. 

He  said  training  has  been  made  compulsory  for  all  intending  pilgrims,  who  have 
also  signed  an  affidavit  to  this  effect.  To  fulfil  the  commitment,  they  should 
contact  the  nearest  training  centre,  and  come  to  Karachi  after  completing  the 
said  training,  he  said. 

Mr  Kamdar  said  that  for  the  purpose  of  training,  the  Federal  Government, 
through  the  Provincial  Governments,  was  constituting  Haj  Committees. 

For  the  training  of  these  Haj  Committees,  the  Government  has  published  an  In¬ 
structor’s  Manual.  A  130-minute  colour  film  will  also  be  shown  in  cinema 
houses  and  through  mobile  vans  in  rural  areas. 

Inauguration 

Earlier,  inaugurating  the  course  the  Minister  of  State  said  that  the  Government, 
during  the  past  four  years,  had  made  a  big  headway  towards  Islamisation  of  laws 
in  the  country,  which,  he  hoped,  would  ultimately  lead  to  the  establishment  of 
a  real  Islamic  order. 

He  said  Haj  was  an  important  canon  of  Islam  and  the  Government  had  been  taking 
steps  to  provide  better  facilities  to  intending  pilgrims  in  its  performance. 

The  objective  of  these  facilities  was  to  create  such  a  spirit  among  the  Haj is 
that  after  performing  Haj  they  return  to  Pakistan  with  the  determination  of 
serving  the  cause  of  Islam  and  supplementing  the  efforts  for  the  promotion  of 
Islamic  values  in  the  country. 
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He  said  that  this  spirit  was  to  be  developed  by  the  master  trainers  and  they 
have  to  fulfil  this  responsibility  successfully. 

He  stressed,  in  patricular,  the  need  for  apprising  the  pilgrims  of  baggage 
rules. 

Dress  plays  an  important  role  in  the  identification  of  the  nationality  of  a 
pilgrim  and  this  year  the  government  has  decided  that  the  pilgraims  will  have 
to  wear  Shalwar,  Kameez  or  Kurta,  Paijama.  No  pilgrim  will  be  allowed  to  use 
"dhoti" ,  he  added. 

Similarly,  for  female  pilgraims  it  would  be  compulsory  to  wear  a  light  coat 
and  chaddar.  He  warned  that  a  loose  dress  would  land  them  in  trouble  as  the 
Khuddam  could  throw  them  out  of  Kaaba. 

Speaking  on  the  occasion  the  Sind  Minister  for  Religious  Affairs  and  Zakat,  Mr 
Dost  Mohammad  Faizi,  said  that  performing  Haj  was  in  itself  a  training,  which 
a  Muslim  undergoes  to  achieve  the  sense  of  passing  a  life  according  to  the 
tenets  of  Islam. 

Mr  Faizi  said  that  "we  could  gain  the  favour  of  Allah  when  the  process  of  Haj 
brings  a  revolution  in  our  life  and  we  could  follow  a  course  of  honesty,  truth 
and  piousness". 

He  said  the  President  had,  this  year,  abolished  the  quota  system  and  all  the 
seats  have  been  reserved  for  those  who  succeed  in  the  ballot. 
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USAID  TEAM  TO  IDENTIFY  SPECIFIC  PROJECTS 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  12 

[Text]  The  US  AID  mission  is  here  to  "identify  specific  projects"  for  joint 
venture  collaboration,  a  representative  of  US  Overseas  Private  Investment  Cor¬ 
poration  (OPIC) ,  Mr  Jordan  Hunt,  said  at  a  meeting  with  the  local  businessmen 
and  industrialists,  organised  by  Pakistan-US  Trade  and  Industry  Committee  of 
the  FPCCI . 

He  said  a  US  team  of  25  to  30  investors  would  visit  Pakistan  in  December  this 
year  to  finalise  the  projects. 

Speaking  on  the  occasion  Mr  Richard  Chrisler,  leader  of  the  Project  Identifi¬ 
cation  Document  (PID)  for  the  Private  Sector  Mobilisation  Project,  said  invest¬ 
ment  opportunities  in  Pakstan  have  created  tremendous  interest  among  the  US 
business  community. 

Earlier,  welcoming  the  visitors,  Mr  Maher  H.  Alavi  member  Managing  Committee, 
and  a  former  President  of  the  FPCCI,  proposed  the  funding  of  an  economic  study 
group  for  the  benefit  of  private  sector  as  a  whole  and  for  advising  the  gov- 
eminent  about  private  sector  problems  and  constraints  • 

He  further  sought  for  financial  assistance  for  setting  up  a  vocational  centre 
for  development  and  certification  of  vocational  skills  and  middle  management 
training  services. 
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[Text]  ;  RAWALPINDI,  May  12:  The 

two  teams  of  the  United  States 
Agency  for  International  Deve¬ 
lopment  currently  visiting  Pakis¬ 
tan  to  assist  jn  developing  acti¬ 
vities  in  national  economic  deve¬ 
lopment,  will  hold  a  meeting  with 
the  representatives  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  at  the  Rawalpindi 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  In? 
dustry  here  on  May  16. 

The  team,  which  will  help 
draft  the  project  identification 
document  for  the  private  sector 
mobilization  project,  is  led  by 
Mr.  Richard,  Crislers  director  of 
America  '  Associates:  capi¬ 
tal  markets  specialist. 

The  project  was  included  in 
the  renewed  US  economic  assis¬ 
tance  programme  discussed  bet¬ 
ween  die  two  countries  in  Aug¬ 
ust  last  year. 

;  The  team  will  review  the  ap-' 
propriatene&s  of  considering  pre- 
investment  feasibility  analysis 
services:  middle-management 

training  services:  financial  servi¬ 
ces  for  venture  capital:  export- 
market  development  services : 
management,  accounting,  techni¬ 
cal  and  bureaucratic  industrial 
tension  services:  private^sector 
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policy  studies:  labour-training  ser- 
•vices:  and  free  trade  zone,  trans¬ 
portation  and  other  industrial- 
development  services. 

The  other-  team  is  a  private- 
sector  reconnaissance  team  and 
it  will  be  following  up  oh  the 
initiative  announced  by  the  Rea¬ 
gan  administration  .last  year  to 
take  an  in-depth  look  at  the  ex¬ 
panding  domestic  and  foreign 
private-sector  activities  in  areas 
which  would  benefit  development ' 
Pakistan  was  ofte  of  the  ten 
countries  identified  for  this  spe¬ 
cial  effort 

This  team  will  try  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  extent  to  which  Pakis¬ 
tan's  private  sector  is  active  and 
interested  in  expanding  and/or 
diversifying  investments  in  job- 
creating  areas:  the  political  cli-< 
mate  and  policy,  procedural  and 
financial  market  infrastructure 
which  exists  for  expanded  do¬ 
mestic  and  foreign  private  in¬ 
vestment:  and  key  opportunities, 
ideas  or  proposals  for  develop- 
mentally-oriented  private  invest¬ 
ments  for  which  the  agency  in 
some  ways  might  be  able  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  investments.- 
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COLLEGE  TEACHERS'  STRIKE  ENTERS  SECOND  WEEK 
Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  1 


[Text] 


The  strike  by  *  Government-; 
cadre  teachers  of -Government' 
and  nationalised  colleges  in  the 
city  entered  the  second  week  on 
Wednesday.  > 

A  four-member  delegation  of1 
Sind  Lecturers  Association  and 
the  Professors  Association  of 
Sind  is  leaving  for  Bahawalpur 
cm  Friday  to  attend  a  meeting  of* 
the  Joint  Action  Committee  o% 
All-Pakistan  Lecturers /Profes¬ 
sors  Associations  and  Majlis*  !-■ 
Amal,  Asatiza-i-Punjab.  The* 

meeting  to  be  held  bn  May  15 
will  review  the  situation  and' 
consider  President’s  appeal  to 
the  teachers  to  call  off  their 
strike,  Prof  Anwarul  Haq 

Hashmi,  President  of  Professors- 
Association  of  Sind  told 

“Dawn”. 

Meanwhile,  the  President  of 
Professors’  Association  of  Sind, 
Karachi  Region,  Prof.  Amir  Ah-i 
med  Khan,  and  the  President  of* 
Sind  Lecturers  Association,  Kar  i 
rachi  Region,  Mr  Manzoor  Hus¬ 
sain  Chishti,  in  a~  joint  state¬ 
ment,  welcomed  the  assurance' 
'of  -President  Zia-ul-Haq  that 

“the  teachers’  problems'  would 
be  solved  soon” 


A?  delegation  of  Sind  Lectu¬ 
rers  Association  and  Professors ! 
Association  of  Sihd  will  meet  4 
the  Sind  Governor  and  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Education  Minister  on 
Thursday  to  discuss  various 1 
issues.  -  • 

PUNJAB  TEACHERS  , 

PPI  adds:  The  teachers  of  ' 
schools  and  colleges  throughout" 
Punjab  observed  boycott  of  their 
classes  for  the  eighth  day  on, 
Wednesday,  says  a  Press  re-  * 
lease  of  the  Majlis-i-AmalJ 
Asatiza-i-Punjab. 

Meanwhile,  President  of  Pun¬ 
jab  Lecturers  Association,  Rana  \ 
Asghar  Ali,  and  President  ofj 
the  Professors  Associations  Haji ! 
Mehmud  Akhtar,  in  a  joint  ’ 
statement,  regretted  that  inspite* 
of  the  assurance  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  January  last  year  that 
the  teachers'  problems  would  be 
solved  within  six  weeks,  nothing  1 
had  been  done  so  far  in  that 
regard. 

They  called  upon  the  Presi-2 
dent  to  intervene  personally  in" 
the  matter  and  solve  the  prob- . 
lems  of  the  teachers  to  resolve 
the  educational .  crisis. 
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YAQUB  ON  PAKISTAN- SAUDI  COOPERATION 


Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  1 


[Text]  *  JEDDAH,  May  I2:>- Pakistan’s ; 

Foreign  MinSst^r,  ;  Sahabzada' 

'  Yaqub  Khan  on  Wednesday- 
lauded  the  Saudi-Pakistan  co¬ 
operation  in  various  fields  as  a 
source  of  pride  and  strength  to 
Pakistan  -  - 

“Tne  closeness  '  of  fraternal 
relations  between  Pakistan  and 
; Saudi  Arabia  has  been  reflected 
in  the  warm  welcome  and  gen¬ 
erous  hospitality  extended  td< 
me  during  my  short  visit  to  the 
Kingdom”.  He  said-in  a  state¬ 
ment  on  his  departure  from* 
Saudi  Arabia  on  Wednesday. 

The  Pakistani  Minister,,  who 
arrived  in  Saudi  Arabia  on 
Sunday  evening,  held  a  wide* 
ranging  exchange  of  views  /on 
bilateral  issues  and  mutual  co¬ 
operation  with  his  Saudi  coun¬ 
terpart,  Prince  Saud  al-Faisal 
•  He  said  the  primary  objective 
of  his  discussions  with  Prince 
Saud  was  to  co-ordinate  their  j 
-views  and  policies  in  the  face 
of  many  threats  confronting  the.. 
Islamic  World  and  potential 
explosive  situation  in  the  area, 
arising  maainly  from  the  callous 
and  aggressive  Israeli  policies 
and  the  continued  Iraq-Iran 
conflict,  which  caused  concern 
to  the  entire  Islamic  Ummah. 

He  said:  “We  agreed  that  it 
was  important  for  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  to  remain  in  close  touch 
and  maintain  and  even  raise 
the  level  of  mutually  beneficial 
bilateral  co-operation.  We 
would,  thus,  be  able  to*  help 
each  other  attain  our  common 
objectives  of  directing  our  des^( 
tinies  for  the  ;  welfare  of  our 
people  without  external  inter¬ 
ference."  \  .A 

During  Ids  audience  ' :  with  • 
King  Khaled,  he  said,  he  con-? 
veyed  the  warm  greetings  and 
good  wishes  of  President  Zia-ul-; 
Haq  and  also  availed  the  oppo-^ 
tunity  to  brief  His  Majesty  on, 
**bur  views  regarding  various 
'iaauea  of  mutual interest.* 
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ISSUE  OF  PRESS  CENSORSHIP  CANDIDLY  RAISED  BEFORE  ZIA 

Lahore  CHATAN  in  Urdu  12  Apr  82  pp  6-7 

[Excerpt  from  "News  and  Views"  by  Mohammad  Saeed  Azhar] 

[Text]  Journalism  is  encountering  many  problems,  being  crushed  almost  to 
death  in  the  vice  of  circumstances.  Its  greatest  problems  are  connected  with 
the  authorities  and  the  country's  situation,  but  one  problem  that  the  press 
faces  has  been  created  by  people  of  influence  in  their  own  ranks,  namely,  the 
problem  of  the  3-day,  weekly,  fortnightly  and  monthly  journals. 

The  large  dailies  distributed  on  a  nationwide  scale  are  squeezing  the  life 
out  of  these  publications.  The  dailies  ignore  professional  ethics  and 
publish  special  editions  dealing  with  every  field  of  activity.  They  publish 
separately  a  "complete  magazine"  on  Friday  holidays,  so  there  is  nothing  left 
for  the  journals  to  write  about.  The  reader  can  find  every  facet  of  life 
covered  in  the  newspapers,  which  have  invaded  territories  always  considered 
to  be  the  province  of  the  purely  practical  or  the  literary.  It  is  as  though 
the  newspapers,  if  they  could  possibly  get  away  with  it,  would  publish 
textbooks  as  well  in  their  special  editions  to  control  that  business  as  well. 
The  plethora  of  colored  photographs  and  the  unrestrained  use  of  paper  is 
another  story  that  culminates  in  the  unjustified  use  of  this  poor  country's 
foreign  exchange.  Some  time  back  I  came  across  a  news  item  regarding  the 
owners  and  editors  of  large  Japanese  newspapers  who  had  decdied  in  a  meeting, 
completely  on  their  own  and  without  any  government  or  social  pressu 
strengthen  the  Japanese  press  on  all  levels  by  voluntarily  cutting  the  budgets 
and  pages  of  newspapers.  Obviously,  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect  that  the 
owners  of  Pakistan's  large  newspapers,  except  for  one  or  two,  would  pay 
attention  to  the  situation  of  the  journals  and  take  similar  steps  based  on 
professional  ethics.  They  could  not  care  less  if  all  journals  went  out  of 
business;  in  fact,  their  present  campaign  to  increase  circulation  seems 
aimed  at  such  a  goal.  Thus,  I  consider  it  more  suitable  to  approach  the 
present  head  of  government.  General  Zia,  directly  and  ask  him  to  direct  the 
central  Ministry  of  Information  and  other  officials  concerned  to  prepare  a 
law  decreasing  the  number  of  pages  of  daily  newspapers  and  their  special 
editions  and  to  make  sure  that  the  law  does  not  have  any  loopholes,  otherwise 
it  would  be  like  killing  the  half -dead.  Eventually,  the  journals  will  all 
close  down;  many  are  almost  out  of  business  now.  A  large  number  of  families 
depend  on  their  daily  bread  on  these  journals,  and  I  am  sure  that  General  Zia 
is  cognizant  of  this  fact.  I  feel  confident  that  he  will  answer  my  call. 
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Speaking  of  newspapers  and  journals,  it  would  be  a  sign  of  ignorance  not  to 
mention  Majeed  Nizami1 s  welcoming  speech,  which  has  been  this  week’s  much- 
discussed  topic  in  Pakistani  press  circles.  He  delivered  this  speech  in  the 
meeting  of  the  All  Pakistan  Newspaper  Society.,  which  General  Zia  attended  as 
a  special  guest.  Majeed  Nizami,  it  should  be  remembered,  was  reelected 
president  of  the  society.  Not  many  people  know  that  Majeed  Nizami  is  in  the 
habit  of  personally  bringing  bitter  truths  to  the  attention  of  the  head  of 
government  with  great  frankness.  Nizami’s  several  such  statements  are  on 
record  when,  in  the  presence  of  the  head  of  the  government,  he  spoke  out  on 
national  problems  without  cowardice  or  resort  to  the  excuse  of  not  wishing  to 
create  dissension,  and  said  things  that  in  those  days  were  tantamount  to 
bearding  a  lion  in  his  own  den.  It  is  also  not  well  known  that  Nizami  leads 
a  clean  personal  life  and  is  in  the  habit  of  helping  the  needy. 

(The  writer  himself  is  beholden  to  him  and  is  one  of  his  well-wishers) .  In 
this  welcoming  speech,  Majeed  Nizami  informed  General  Zia  of  certain  matters 
that  only  a  person  concerned  with  the  truth  would  care  to  speak  about.  He 
told  General  Zia: 

"Those  who  wish  to  set  up  right  ideals  for  the  people,  country  and  politicians 
should  first  take  care  of  their  own.  Freedom  of  the  press  is  necessary  for 
the  promotion  and  propagation  of  the  press.  Here,  press  laws  dating  back  to 
the  time  of  British  rule  are  still  in  effect;  and  we  also  have  our  own  press 
and  publications  ordinance.  You  were  not  satisfied  with  pre-censorship,  so 
now  we  are  passing  through  the  period  of  "silent  or  undeclared"  censorship. 

You  said  in  your  recent  press  conference  in  Lahore  that  newspapers  should 
write  the  truth  and  stay  clean.  Believe  me,  every  conscientious  newspaper 
writer  or  owner  wants  to  write  the  truth  and  keep  his  newspaper  unsullied. 

The  question  is,  what  will  be  the  result  of  the  kind  of  censorship  that  you 
wish  to  impose?  Only  the  kind  of  newspapers  that  you  are  complaining  about 
will  thrive  under  censorship.  Our  country  is  an  Islamic  and  developing  one, 
surrounded  not  only  by  enemies  but  by  problems  as  well.  In  spite  of  this,  the 
people  search  for  the  truth.  They  are  realists  and  want  to  know  the  facts; 
they  want  to  know  what  is  happening  around  them  and  inside  the  country. 

"In  a  country  like  Pakistan,  where  democratic  institutions  are  unable  to 
thrive,  the  press  has  a  special  role  to  play.  It  is  entrusted  by  God  with 
the  responsibility  of  conveying  to  the  administration  the  grievances  of  the 
voiceless  people  and  of  seeing  to  it  that  these  grievances  are  remedied.  It 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  press  to  become  the  voice  of  the  people  and 
bring  the  deprivations  of  the  people  to  the  attention  of  the  rulers  and  rouse 
them  to  the  realization  that  they  are  not  the  rulers  but  the  servants  of  the 
people.  Clearly,  such  a  role  is  possible  only  when  there  is  freedom.  No 
one  respects  a  shackled  press.  What  would  be  its  value  and  what  role  could 
it  play?" 
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BUREAUCRACY  PROTECTS  PERPETUATION  OF  ENGLISH  AT  EXPENSE  OF  URDU 
Lahore  CHATAN  in  Urdu  12  Apr  82  p  19 

[Article:  "To  Establish  a  National  Language:  It  Is  Necessary  Now  To  Give  a 
Challenging  Tug  to  the  Coattails  of  the  Authorities.  What  Is  the  Government's 
Logical  Excuse  for  Ignoring  This  Matter?"] 

[Text]  Of  the  many  wounds  of  deprivation  on  the  body  of  Pakistan,  the  most 
painful  is  that  after  34  years,  the  country  still  has  not  succeeded  in 
adopting  a  national  language,  and  this  despite  the  fact  that  the  country's 
founder,  Quaide  Azam,  had  declared  from  the  very  beginning  that  Urdu  would 
be  the  national  language.  There  could  be  no  better  argument  for  Urdu's 
suitability  for  becoming  the  national  language  than  the  fact  that  Quaide  Azam 
himself,  who  had  an  excellent  command  of  English,  was  not  very  knowledgeable 
in  Urdu.  But  he  knew  that  Pakistan  could  not  progress  without  establishing 
for  itself  a  national  identity  that,  in  turn,  required  as  its  first  condition 
a  national  language. 

It  was  our  misfortune  that  he  did  not  live  long  enough,  for  it  he  had  been 
spared  for  a  few  years  more,  all  signs  of  English  would  have  been  eradicated 
today  throughout  the  country.  The  people  who  took  over  the  reins  of  govern¬ 
ment  after  his  death,  though  ostensibly  in  charge  of  affairs,  were  in  reality 
powerless  before  the  bureaucracy.  The  same  bureaucracy  rules  Pakistan  today, 
and  as  always,  it  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of  a  national 
language.  We  predict  that  as  long  as  the  spell  of  bureaucracy  is  not  broken,  the 
country  will  not  have  a  national  language.  The  reason  is  that  if  today  Urdu 
were  made  the  official  language  for  practical  purposes,  the  high  officials 
bred  in  the  lap  of  English  would  find  their  ignorance  unmasked,  and  perhaps 
they  themselves  would  be  reduced  to  seeking  help  from  their  Urdu-educated 
office  help  to  express  their  views  on  their  files.  It  is  this  realization  of 
inadequacy  that  protects  English  like  an  iron  wall  and  prevents  this  scattered 
remnant  of  the  British  from  being  ejected. 

What  is  ridiculous  is  that  our  constitution  says  plainly  that  Urdu  is  the 
national  language  of  Pakistan.  But  the  plot  hatched  against  us  was  to  allow 
10  to  15  years  for  the  gradual  establishment  of  the  language,  when  in  fact 
even  our  governments  seldom  last  that  long.  It  is  because  of  these  devious 
tactics  that  our  national  language,  Urdu,  has  not  achieved  its  deserved 
status;  and  because  of  this  lack  of  a  national  language,  we  have  been  deprived 
to  a  large  extent  of  our  national  identity. 
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At  first,  the  present  government  demonstrated  activity  and  sincerity  in  the 
matter*  The  president  of  Pakistan,  General  Zia,  expressed  the  wish  on  several 
occasions  that  Urdu  be  adopted  soon  because  broad  national  interests  demanded 
it.  The  president  has  always  demonstrated  his  attachment  to  Urdu  on  a  prac¬ 
tical  level,  usually  by  giving  his  speeched  in  Urdu.  Some  time  back  he 
established  an  organization  for  the  more  effective  promotion  of  Urdu  called 
Muqtadira  Urdu  [Urdu  Authority] ,  which  long  ago  presented  its  recommendations 
to  the  government.  But  the  weakness  in  our  system  is  that  all  recommendations 
to  the  government  first  go  to  the  bureaucratic  geniuses  who  add  their  own 
positive  or  negative  annotations  before  submitting  them  to  the  government. 
Muqtadira* s  recommendations  must  have  suffered  negative  bureaucratic  assaults, 
as  a  result  of  which,  conditions  do  not  appear  favorable  for  the  establishment 
of  a  national  language.  One  of  the  leaders  of  the  long-time  movement  for 
a  national  language.  Dr  Sayyed  Abdullah,  a  few  days  ago  acknowledged  General 
Zia*s  love  for  Urdu  but  expressed  doubt  that  either  the  members  of  the 
Advisory  Council  or  anyone  else  could  be  expected  to  give  Urdu  its  true 
status.  The  well-wishers  of  Urdu,  who  find  they  have  been  wasting  time  by 
trusting  certain  individuals,  should  leave  these  people  to  their  own  devices 
and  instead  come  up  with  a  different  plan  of  action  to  serve  Urdu.  Hence,  a 
resolution  was  passed  at  a  conference  stating  forcefully  that  Pakistan  was 
being  made  a  reliable  colony  of  the  British  and  the  English  language  and  that 
the  country *s  English-worshipping  classes  were  using  these  methods  to  plan 
the  restoration  of  British  rule  and  policy.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  that 
a  committee  of  experts  in  jurisprudence  be  formed  and  a  writ  for  the  practical 
establishment  of  Urdu  be  presented  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  resolution  stated 
that  the  policy  of  keeping  both  English  and  Urdu  as  mediums  of  instruction  was 
fatal  for  the  people  and  the  country.  This  dual  approach  constituted  a 
dangerous  plot  against  those  who  received  education  up  to  high  school  in  Urdu, 
because  these  students  encountered  difficulties  in  obtaining  admission  to 
technical  institutions  and  professional  colleges.  Thus,  not  only  were  their 
efforts  wasted,  but  the  doors  of  advancement  were  also  closed  to  them. 

To  restore  Urdu  to  its  legitimate  status,  those  who  serve  its  cause  will  have 
to  change  their  strategy.  Requests  and  pleas  have  proved  ineffective  in 
moving  those  who  cast  obstructions  in  Urdu*s  way.  It  is  time  now  to  give  a 
challenging  tug  to  their  coattails.  Dr  Sayyed  Abdullah  is  an  authority  on 
national  language,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  efforts  involved  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  national  language  cannot  be  doubted.  The  facts  he  revealed  are  not 
only  surprising  but  also  regrettable.  It  is  even  more  surprising  that  the 
president  of  Pakistan,  who  appears  sincere  in  his  support  of  a  national 
language,  remains  ignorant  of  the  facts  mentioned  above.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  is  aware  of  the  facts,  then  what  is  his  logical  excuse  for  ignoring 
them? 


9863 

CSO:  4203/116 


99 


PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 

MURDER  PROBE  DEMANDED — PESHAWAR,  May  14 — The  Central  Secretary  General  of  the 
defunct  NDP,  Haji  Ghulam  Ahmed  Bilour  has  demanded  that  the  probe  into  the  as¬ 
sassination  of  former  Governor  Arab  Sikandar  Khan  Khalil  should  be  entrusted  to 
the  High  Court  Chief  Justice.  Commenting  on  the  police  claim  that  it  was  not  a 
political  murder  he  said  in  his  statement  that  his  party  had  all  along  been 
suspicious  about  the  way  the  investigation  was  conducted.  He  believed  that 
since  the  late  Arbab  Sikandar  had  no  sectarian  or  personel  dispute  with  any 
body,  certain  political  elements  were  positively  involved  in  his  murder.  The 
police,  he  alleged  were  protecting  the  real  culprits  and,  therfore,  in  order 
to  expose  the  conspiracy  it  was  necessary  to  handover  the  inquiry  to  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  High  Court.  [Murtaza  Malik]  [Islamabad  THE  MUSLIM  in  English 
15  May  82  p  1] 

TRAINING  FOR  FARM  SCIENTISTS — ISLAMABAD,  May  15 — Pakistan  Agricultural  Research 
Council  is  planning  to  send  100  young  scientists  and  researchers  for  training 
abroad  to  have  a  trained  manpower  in  the  country  for  better  research  work  for 
agricultural  development.  This  was  disclosed  by  Dr.  Amir  Mohammad  during  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Natural  Technical  Committee  for  Forestry,  Range  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Sericulture  held  here  on  Wednesday .  He  said  the  Council  will  also 
arrange  training  courses  at  the  newly-developed  training  institute  at  National 
Agricultural  Research  Centre,  where  foreign  experts  and  scientists  would  likely 
to  be  invited.  The  Chairman  briefly  touched  upon  the  measures  being  taken  by 
the  Council  for  the  career  improvement  of  the  scientists  and  researchers.  He 
emphasised  the  role  of  forests  range  lands  and  water  sheds  in  the  economy  of 
the  country  and  assured  full  support  of  the  Council  in  funding  new  projects 
aiming  at  development  and  application  of  technology  to  show  and  demonstrate  the 
real  impact  of  iprovement  and  management.  He  asked  the  Committee  members  to 
critically  examine  and  review  the  on-going  projects  and  recommend  objectives 
criteria  for  picking  up  research  projects  in  a  few  major  important  areas. 
[Karachi  DAWN  in  English  16  May  82  p  7] 

CALL  FOR  RAILWAY  REFERENDUM — SIALKOT ,  May  2.5 — Pakistan  Railway  Employees  Union 
would  be  compelled  to  stage  direct  action  if  their  genuine  demands  were  not 
met  by  the  end  of  May  31.  Addressing  a  Press  conference,  the  Divisional  Sec¬ 
retary,  Karachi  Division,  Mr.  Abdul  Jabbar  Qureshi  and  Organizing  Secretary, 
Lahore  Division,  Hafiz  Mushtaq  Ahmed  Kaukab  said  here  on  Wednesday  that  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  three  months  had  passed,  the  Pakistan  Railway  Authori¬ 
ties  had  failed  to  honour  their  commitments  to  fix  the  date  for  second  round 
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of  referendum.  They  maintained  that  the  P.R.  Employees 1  Union  had  won  the 
referendum  held  in  October  last  year,  but  it  could  not  get  the  33  per  cent 
votes  essential  for  being  declared  the  winners.  We  had  been  given  assurance, 
he  said,  that  referendum  would, be  held  within  three  months.  They  also  de¬ 
manded  early  announcement  of  Labour  Policy.  They  also  urged  the  government 
to  check  the  price  hike  {Karachi  DAWN  in  English  16  May  82  p  7] 


YAQUB  MEETS  PRINCE  SAUD — BAHRAIN,  May  10:  Pakistani  Foreign  Minister  Shahab- 
zada  Yaqub  Khan  held  talks  in  Saudi  Arabia  on  Monday  with  the  Saudi  Foreign 
Minister  Prince  Saud  al-Faisal,  on  bilateral  relations  and  issues  of  mutual 
interest,  the  official  Saudi  Press  Agency  said.  Mr  Khan  arrived  from  Morocco 
on  Sunday  night  after  attending  a  meeting  of  the  Jerusalem  Committee  of  the 
Islamic  Conference  Organisation.  It  is  Mr  Khan's  first  visit  to  the  Kingdom 
since  he  was  appointed  Foreign  Minister  recently.  Saudi  Arabia  is  a  major  fi¬ 
nancial  supporter  of  Pakistan  and  has  provided  employment  to  about  400,000 
Pakistanis  in  the  Kingdom.  [Karachi  DAWN  in  English  11  May  82  p  1] 

BANGLADESH  PROPOSES  JOINT  VENTURE— Bangladesh  has  proposed  joint  ventures 
with  Pakistan  for  manufacturing  garments  to  be  exported  by  it  to  USA  and  Eur¬ 
ope  under  quota  arrangements,  PPI  learnt  yesterday.  The  offer  was  made  to  a 
public  sector  corporation  team  which  visited  Bangladesh  from  January  29  to 
February  6  this  year.  It  is  understood  that  the  Chairman  of  Bangladesh  Trad¬ 
ing  Corporation  told  this  team  that  Banglaesh  was  not  able  to  utilise  fully 
its  quotas  of  garments  to  Europe  and  USA  due  to  lack  of  expertise  and  techni¬ 
cal  know.  The  Bangadesh  Trading  Corporation  felt  that  some  arrangement,  tinder 
the  umberella  of  the  two  state  trading  corporations,  could  be  possible  for 
manufacture  of  garments  in  the  two  countries  through  a  joint  venture  located 
in  Bangladesh  for  production  of  garments  out  of  textils  imported  from  Pakistan 
which  can  be  exported  to  Europe  and  USA  against  Bangladesh  quota.  During  the 
visit  of  Pakistan  delegation,  the  Bangladesh  Commerce  Minister  had  felt  that 
there  was  need  for  frequent  exchange  of  delegations  from  trade  organisations 
of  the  two  countries,  specially  visits  to  Banglaesh  by  Pakistani  exporters  to 
Bangladesh  for  exploring  possibilities  for  expansion  of  exports  from  Pakistan 
and  Bangladesh.  Pakistani  delegation  was  also  informed  that  there  was  good 
market  for  Pakistan's  light  engineering  goods,  marble  chips,  electric  fans 
and  pharmaceuticals  in  Bangladesh.  [Karachi  BUSINESS  RECORDER  in  English 
11  May  82  p  12] 

CULTURAL  POLICY  BEING  PREPARED— ISLAMABAD ,  May  11:  The  Ministry  of  Culture 
is  understood  to  have  asked  various  cultural  bodies  in  the  country  to  submit 
their  recommendations  for  inclusion  in  Pakistan's  cultural  policy,  which  is 
being  prepared  by  the  Ministry  concerned.  The  cultural  bodies  have  also  been 
directed  by  the  Ministry  to  go  through  the  cultural  policy  of  India  before 
submitting  their  recommendations,  it  is  learnt.  Extracts  from  the  cultural 
policy  of  some  Asian  countries  and  the  UNESCO's  various  documents  on  culture 
have  also  been  given  to  experts.  The  Government  bodies  which  have  been 
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associated  with  the  job  include  the  National  Film  Development  Corporation 
(NAFDEC) ,  Pakistan  National  Council  of  the  Arts  (PNCA) ,  National  Institute  of 
Folk  Heritage,  Department  of  Archaeology  in  Karachi  and  Department  of  Archives 
in  Islamabad.  [Karachi  DAWN  in  English  12  May  82  p  12] 

MARKETING  OF  SUGARCANE- -ISLAMABAD,  May  12— Federal  Agricultural  Prices  Commis¬ 
sion  will  conduct  a  study  to  find  out  the  deficiencies  and  inefficiencies  in 
the  marketing  channel  of  sugarcane  to  see  if  the  price  support  programme  of 
the  Government  is  functioning  satisfactorily  it  was  disclosed  by  a  spokesman 
of  the  Federal  Agricultural  Prices  Commission  (APCOM)  here  on  Wednesday.  The 
study  is  being  conducted  with  a  view  to  removing  the  impediments,  to  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  growers,  mill-owners  and  the  consumers,  particularly,  in  view  of  Sugar¬ 
cane  Act  under  which  a  farmer  cannot  use  his  cane  for  converting  it  into  "gur" 
or  "shakkar"  but  has  to  sell  the  crop  only  to  the  sugarmills  in  the  zone  area. 
This  situation  has  given  rise  to  acute  problems  of  marketing.  For  the  purpose 
of  the  study,  size  of  holding  and  area  under  sugarcane  and  the  tenurial  system 
have  been  taken  into  consideration  so  that  required  information  is  got  collec¬ 
ted  under  different  situation.  The  study  is  being  conducted  by  various  nation¬ 
al  and  provincial  agricultural  institutions  on  behalf  of  the  Agricultural 
Prices  Commission.  Recommendations  based  on  the  findings  of  this  study  would 
be  sent  to  the  Government  for  approval  so  that  support  price  programme  for 
sugarcane  could  be  made  more  effective  and  purposeful.  It  may  be  noted  that 
the  Commission's  earlier  recommendations  regarding  the  working  of  wheat  pro¬ 
curement  programme  during  the  year  1981  have  been  accepted  by  the  Government 
and  the  provincial  Governments  have  been  asked  to  implement  those  recommenda¬ 
tions.  [Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  4] 

HAJ  PILGRIMS  FROM  JULY  30 — The  departure  of  50,000  intending  pilgrims  will 
start  with  the  sailing  of  first  pilgrim  ship  from  Karachi  to  Jeddah  on  July  30 
and  the  first  pilgrim  flight  on  August  20,  the  Minister  of  State  and  Adviser 
to  the  President  on  Haj  Affairs,  Maulana  Zakaria  Kamdar,  told  at  a  Press  con¬ 
ference  in  Karachi  on  Wednesday.  He  said  the  last  ship  will  sail  on  September 
9  completing  the  sailing  of  11,000  intending  pilgrims  by  sea,  while  the  last 
flight  will  leave  on  Sept  16  completing  the  air  travel  to  Jeddah  by  39,000  pil¬ 
grims.  He  said  the  return  journey  will  start  with  the  first  pilgrim  ships 
sailing  from  Jeddah  to  Karachi  on  Oct.  1  and  the  last  ship  on  Nov  22,  while  the 
first  flight  will  depart  from  Jeddah  on  Oct  1,  completing  the  Haj is'  return 
journey  within  one  month.  Maulana  Zakaria  Kamdar  said  that  there  will  not  be 
more  than  100  flights,  while  each  of  the  three  pilgrim  ships  will  undertake  3 
sailings.  He  said  this  year  a  total  of  93,000  applications  were  received,  as 
against  the  figure  of  78,000  last  year.  He  said  that  province-wise  data  about 
the  pilgrims  was  being  processed  through  the  computer.  He  said  the  Government 
was  trying  to  start  Pindi-Jeddah  Haj  flights .  He  said  that  it  was ,  for  the 
time  not  possible  to  start  flights  from  other  stations  as  it  requires  heavy 
administrative  arrangements  like  setting  up  of  Haji  camp,  banks,  customs  and 
ticketing,  etc,  facilities.  To  check  incidents  of  fires,  the  Saudi  Government 
was  considering  the  use  of  chemical  tents,  he  said.  [Karachi  DAWN  in  English 
13  May  82  p  4] 

TEAM  FOR  HAJ  ARRANGEMENTS — ISLAMABAD,  May  12:  Mr  I.  A.  Imtiazi,  Federal  Sec¬ 
retary,  Religious  Affairs,  has  said  a  delegation  headed  by  him  will  visit  Saudi 
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Arabia  from  May  20  to  make  necessary  arrangements  for  the  accommodation, 
transport  and  medical  facilities  for  Haj  pilgrims.  The  delegation  will  also 
hold  talks  with  Saudi  authorities  concerning  Pakistani  pilgrims.  The  delega¬ 
tion  will  visit  Jeddah,  Mecca,  Medina  and  Riyadh.  He  said  the  interviews  for 
the  selection  of  Khuddam-ul-Hugaj  would  be  held  in  Karachi  tomorrow  morning. 

The  selection  committee  is  headed  by  the  Acting  Minister  for  Religious  Affairs, 
Maj-Gen.  (retd)  Jamaldar,  while  Mr  I.  A.  Imtiazi  Adviser  on  Haj  and  Mr  Zakaria 
Kamdar  are  its  members.  [Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  4] 

TUFAIL  ON  PARTY  NUMBER — LAHORE,  May  12:  The  Amir  of  defunct  Jamaat-i-Islami, 
Pakistan,  Mian  Tufail  Mohammad,  said  here  today  that  it  was  for  the  people  to 
determine  how  many  political  parties  should  be  allowed  to  function  in  the 
country.  Addressing  a  training  workshop,  he  pointed  out  that  if  elections 
were  held  here,  the  people  could  have  performed  this  duty  successfully.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  view  that  a  large  number  of  political  parties  created 
a  hurdle  in  the  way  of  holding  elections.  He  said  the  Government  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  could  stand  on  solid  foundations  only  if  general  elections  were  held  at  an 
early  date.  Many  political  parties  would  be  automatically  eliminated  in  the 
process,  he  added.  While  he  disagreed  to  the  proposal  that  army  should  be  giv¬ 
en  the  right  to  govern  the  country,  Mian  Tufail  said  President  Gen.  Mohammad 
Zia-ul-Haq  and  his  comrades  should  make  efforts  to  provide  political  stability 
to  the  country  by  gaining  confidence  of  the  people  through  elections.  He  said 
restoration  of  democracy,  according  to  tenets  of  Islam,  was  possible  provided 
power  was  transferred  to  elected  representatives  "after  general  elections  were 
held  under  the  system  of  separate  electorate  and  proportional  representation." 
[Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  4] 

BANK  OFFICE  IN  BEIJING — BEIJING,  May  12:  The  National  Bank  of  Pakistan  has 
become  the  first  Third  World  Bank  to  open  a  representative  office  here,  the 
New  China  News  Agency  said  on  Wednesday.  Bank  Chairman  Mohammad  Nawaz  Khan 
told  a  reception  that  the  Bank,  which  opened  its  office  on  Tuesday,  was  dev¬ 
eloping  and  strengthening  economic  relations  between  the  two  countries  [Kara¬ 
chi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  8] 

KHALIL'S  MURDER  NOT  'POLITICAL' — PESHAWAR,  May  12:  The  AIG,  Police,  Crimes 
branch,  NWFP,  Mr  Sher  Taj  Khan,  ahs  said  the  assassination  of  late  Arbab 
Sikander  Khan  Khalil,  was  not  politically  motivated.  Addressing  a  Press  con¬ 
ference  at  Police  Club  here  on  Wednesday  he  told  a  questioner  that  after  a 
thorough  inquiry  and  interrogation  we  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  no  political  motive  behind  the  murder  of  Arbab  Sikandar.  To  a  question  he 
replied  that  the  case  would  be  referred  to  the  court  in  a  few  days  after  com¬ 
pletion  of  legal  scrutiny.  [Karachi  DAWN  in  English  13  May  82  p  12] 
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VIRATA  SPEAKS  ON  ECONOMY 

Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  12 ,  13,  14  May  82 

[Excerpts  from  the  speech  of  Prime  Minister  Virata  before  the  Philippine 
Jaycees,  date  and  place  not  given] 

[12  May  82  p  7] 

[Text]  I  am  aware  that  at  the  heart  of  your  convention  here  is  the  desire  to 
"Go  to  the  Basics" — to  reorient  yourselves  along  the  original  intent  of  your 
institution  and  to  review  the  basic  principles,  goals  and  aspirations  upon 
which  the  notion  of  Jayceeism  was  conceived.  I  appreciate  this  theme  because 
I  am  fundamentalist  myself. 

An  organization  needs  to  look  back  at  its  goals  every  so  often,  lest,  amid 
the  ensuing  complexity  of  implementing  these  goals,  it  diverts  from  them  and 
loses  its  reason  for  being.  The  realization  of  lofty  ideals  rests  upon  the 
clarity  of  purpose  and  the  single-minded  determination  to  stand  by  that  which 
one  has  committed  himself  to  do  as  a  matter  of  personal  and  social  responsi¬ 
bility.  As  you  know  the  Philippine  constitution  was  also  reviewed  in  1970 
since  we  could  not  move  the  American  system  work  in  the  Philippines . 

In  government,  our  commitment  to  develop  has  been  addressed  to  the  attainment 
of  three  basic  objectives,  and  our  determination  to  stand,  by  them  brought 
about  the  bold  and  far-reaching  reforms  that  we  have  witnessed  in  the  recent 
past. 

First,  we  are  concerned  with  the  attainment  of  economic  stability. 

Second,  with  the  equitable  distribution  of  the  fruits  of  economic  development 
and 

Third,  with  the  achievement  of  total  human  development  for  every  Filipino. 

The  pursuit  of  economic  growth  through  employment  and  livelihood  mobilization 
will  bring  about  positive  and  lasting  economic  and  social  gains  to  all  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  population.  Consequently,  human  development  will  be  enhanced 
through  programs  that  directly  attack  poverty  and  conceived  to  attain  rapid 
improvement  in  workers'  welfare  and  productivity.  In  essence,  therefore,  our 
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development  program  will  be  implemented  to  increase  people fs  participation  in 
productive  and  gainful  activities. 

Several  problems  confront  the  economy.  These  also  serve  as  the  imperative 
that  underpins  the  pressing  need  for  increased  productivity,  livelihood  mobi¬ 
lization  and  self-reliance. 

— The  country's  population  continues  to  grow  at  rate  of  2.4  per  cent 
despite  the  progress  of  family  planning  programs. 

— Rural  population  increases  at  a  even  faster  rate. 

— By  1987 ,  present  resources  and  technology  must  be  able  to  support  some 
56.8  per  cent  million  people,  75  million  in  the  year  2000,  and  115  million  in 
the  year  2020.  The  population  according  to  estimates  will  stabilize  at  the 
level.  This  is  the  population  level  of  Japan  now  so  you  can  imagine  the 
density. 

— Agricultural  yield  has  to  be  maximized  to  feed  the  growing  population. 
Food  remains  to  be  the  first  priority.  There  is  no  gov't  that  can  remain 
strong  if  there  is  food  inadequacy. 

—At  present,  there  are  600,000  to  700,000  Filipinos  entering  the  work 
force  annually  and  this  will  increase  yet. 

— Productive  employment  and  better  income-generating  activities  must  be 
expanded  in  order  to  bring  down  the  present  under-employment  rate  which  is 
still  high  although  our  open  employment  is  relatively  low. 

The  generation  of  income  and  employment  opportunities  become  the  most  xmmedi— 
ate  concerns  which  development  efforts  must  ensure  in  order  to  improve  the 
economic  welfare  of  our  people.  This  is  particularly  crucial  for  the  least 
developed  areas  and  the  low  income  groups  in  the  country  which  require  sources 
of  livelihood  in  order  to  stimulate  the  growth  momentum  and  promote 
self-reliance. 

The  need  for  more  livelihoold  projects  becomes  more  pronounced  with  the  yearly 
growth  of  the  labor  force.  The  burden  of  generating  additional  job  opportun¬ 
ities  is  increasing  and  is  likely  to  fall  on  the  non-agricultural  sector  as 
the  limits  of  agricultural  land  expansion  in  most  regions  are  nearly  reached. 
Cebu  is  a  good  example  for  this. 

In  the  past,  we  were  able  to  successfully  transform  ourselves  from  a  grain- 
deficit  country  to  a  surplus  exporter  of  rice.  Our  determined  will  to  be  self- 
sufficient  in  food  spared  us  from  the  food  problem  that  plagued  many  countries 
of  the  Third  World.  Above  all,  the  sustained  government  assistance  to  food 
production  improved  the  lot  of  the  common  farmer  by  increasing  his  average 
yield  per  hectare  from  30  cavans  per  hectare  in  1975  to  78  per  hectares  in 
1981. 

In  the  future,  the  full  exploitation  of  agricultural  potentials  will  be  under¬ 
taken  by  sustaining  self-sufficiency  in  other  crops,  like  corn  fish,  poultry, 
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and  other  livestock.  We  will  maintain  remunerative  pricing  in  agriculture , 
and  we  will  develop  a  more  efficient  processing,  marketing  and  distribution 
system. 

While  agriculture  has  remained  a  strong  sector,  the  share  of  industry  in  the 
total  economic  activity  has  become  higher,  accounting  for  35  per  cent  in  1981, 
compared  to  agriculture's  share  of  26  per  cent  in  the  same  year. 

This  change  is  a  very  positive  sign  that  we  are  gradually  improving  our  bal¬ 
ance  between  agriculture  and  industry  and  services. 

[13  May  82  p  7] 

[Text]  We  are  seriously  considering  the  restructuring  of  sectoral  programs 
so  we  can  built  a  strong  industrial  base  that  is  both  efficient,  world  com¬ 
petitive  and  compatible  to  our  country's  resource  endowments.  The  development 
of  the  various  sectors  will  not  only  focus  on  the  upgrading  of  our  technologi¬ 
cal  and  manpower  capabilities,  but  will  also  step  up  strategies  for  energy 
resources. 

We  are  also  restating  our  commitment  to  assist  cottage,  small-  and  medium- 
scale  industries,  particularly  the  livelihood  projects  covered  by  the  kilu- 
sang  kabuhayan  at  kaunlaran  program.  We  stand  by  this  commitment  because  we 
believe  that  these  are  the  venues  that  will  best  guarantee  the  participation 
of  people  in  the  rural  areas  in  our  industrialization  efforts.  We  will  also 
pursue  an  organized  export  promotion  program  and  institute  reforms  in  export 
procedures  to  make  our  exports  more  competitive  in  the  international  market. 
The  PHilippine  International  Trading  Corp.  (PITC) ,  is  going  to  spearhead  the 
program  and  the  Trade  attaches  will  be  part  of  this  corporation. 

We  are  actively  pursuing  the  delivery  of  services  that  can  answer  the  most 
elemental  needs  of  the  people.  The  expansion  of  the  Luzon  and  Mindanao  power 
grids,  for  example,  will  further  intensify  our  rural  electrification  program 
which  has  already  benefitted  some  eight  million  people  and  has  given  light  to 
a  million  and  a  half  hemes  in  the  rural  areas. 

In  the  next  five  years,  a  large  proportion  of  national  resources  will  still 
be  addressed  to  social  services  such  as  public  education,  primary  health, 
nutrition,  housing,  social  security,  and  services  from  which  the  lower  income 
groups  get  the  most  benefits. 

We  are  anticipating  a  marked  improvement  in  postal  and  telecommunications  ser¬ 
vices  with  the  completion  of  the  rural  telecommunications  development  project 
and  the  mail  distribution  improvement  program. 

[14  May  82  p  7] 

[Text]  We  are  also  concerned  in  delivering  the  necessary  social  services  to 
uplift  the  people's  welfare.  In  education,  for  example,  improving  the  qual¬ 
ity,  distribution  and  development-orientedness  of  instruction  will  be  empha¬ 
sized.  Primary  health  care  will  be  pursued.  Nutrition  activity  will  focus 
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on  severely  affected  children  in  the  0-6  age  group  and  on  pregnant  women  and 
lactating  mothers.  Adequate  housing  for  the  greatest  number  of  families  be¬ 
longing  to  the  low  and  middle- income  levels  will  continue  to  be  provided. 

Other  social  services  will  be  geared  toward  individual  welfare  and  making 
every  Filipino  an  effective  member  of  the  labor  force. 

Though  the  national  council  on  integrated  area  development  (NACIAD) ,  we  will 
continue  to  pursue  the  integrated  area  development  program  to  ensure  the  sys¬ 
tematic  and  effective  delivery  of  development  inputs  and  services  into  the 
depressed  areas  of  the  country.  Millions  of  people  will  be  benefitted  through 
the  ongoing  said  projects  in  the  Mindoro  provinces,  the  Bicol  River  Basin 
Cagayan,  the  three  Samar  provinces,  Zamboanga  del  Sur,  and  Palawan;  in  the 
provinces  covered  by  the  Philippine  rural  infrastructure  project  namely,  Bohol, 
Kalinga-Apayao,  Capiz,  Abra,  Aklan;  and  in  the  land  settlement  projects  in  Agu- 
san  del  Sur,  Bukidnon  and  Capiz,  several  others  have  been  identified  in  the 
priority  list  for  IAD  planning  for  1983-1987. 

As  the  centerpiece  of  our  development  program,  the  kilusang  kabuhayan  at  kaun- 
laran,  the  national  livelihood  program,  was  established  as  a  national  priority 
program  by  executive  order  no.  715.  It  aims  to  spur  economic  and  social  de¬ 
velopment  by  transforming  towns  and  cities  into  self-reliant  productive  units 
through  the  establishment  of  livelihood  projects  to  be  owned  and  managed  by 
the  community  residents  themselves.  The  KKK  relies  primarily  on  private  sec¬ 
tor  initiative,  with  government  providing  the  support  services. 

Emphasis  will  be  given  to  projects  that  increase  food  production,  develop  al¬ 
ternative  sources  of  energy,  and  disperse  industries  to  the  countryside.  This 
is  in  consonance  with  our  general  and  sectoral  development  objectives.  There 
are  seven  program  prototypes  to  be  developed  according  to  the  country's  four 
kinds  of  land  settlements.  These  are:  agro-forestry,  agro-livestock,  aqua¬ 
marine,  waste  utilization,  cottage  and  light  industries,  shelter  and  shelter 
components,  and  services. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  know  that  the  Philippine  Jaycees  is  formally  launching 
its  support  for  the  KKK  program.  The  jaycees  can  contribute  so  much  in  the 
vital  area  of  delivering  technical  assistance  and  financial  flows  to  community 
enterprises.  The  management  and  organization  expertise  of  the  Jaycees  can 
help  ensure  the  realization  of  feasible  and  viable  livelihood  activities.  The 
Philippine  Jaycees  Entrepreneurship  and  Livelihood  Foundation  and  its  fifteen 
trustees  can  create  a  livelihood  mobilization  program  among  its  350  chapters 
to  harness  the  inert  capabilities  of  the  local  communities  toward  self-reli¬ 
ance  in  planning  and  implementing  their  respective  enterprises. 
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REORGANIZATION  OF  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 


Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English 

[Text  ]  J  Ministry  of  Foreign 

Affairs  officials  were  re¬ 
ported  yesterday  to  have! 
finalized’  a  reorganiza-: 
fional  ■  plan  that  would 
departmentalize  its 
offices  according  to 
Geographical  ‘  considera¬ 
tions/ ■-  V  . 
I  An  *  official  MFA 
Source  said  the  plan 
would:  be\submitteci  t<? 
President  Marcos;  for  his'/, 
approval  /prdbablyfi!m 
time  for  the  KtfA  Day1 
rites'  on  June  23^.."-  ;  ^ 
Previously,  MFA  offi¬ 
cials1  needing  informa¬ 
tion;  on  specific  coun-’ 
tries  had  to  consult  va¬ 
rious  offices  for  politic¬ 
al,  economic  and  other 
data’/:  it  ;  was  reported. 
This  placed /diplomats 
/  abroad  in -a  quandary,  it 
was  added//  / 

/Under  the  proposed 
system/the  source  said, 
offices  would  be  reorga¬ 
nized  into  Asian,  Amer- 
itap/  European  and 
Socialist,  as  well  as  Mid¬ 
dle  Eastern  and  African 
■■  divisibttsf’'1  •  ■,;.// 

The  Association  of 
Southeast  Asian  Nations 
and  the  United  Nations 
offices  would  become 
independent  units,  it 


15  May  82  p  40 

'  was  said.  . 

•  / fiTh e; •  new  s y s tern 

tfould  boost"  Philippine 
international  relations 
with  /all  Countries,  the 
source  said.  If  President 
Marcos  needed immedi¬ 
ate /information  on  a  “ 
cOuritry/  the  revamped 
MFA  could  furnish  him ' 
the  data  in  a  matter  of 
minutes/ it  was  claimed. 

At  present,  the  MFA 
reportedly  had  no  such 
capability  and  1  even 
MfA  officials  have  a 
tough  time  getting  trust¬ 
worthy  information  iand 
analyses  because  of  lack 
of  experts/  the  Bulletin 
sbuftdvsaid.  ‘ 

p  rHoweyer,;-  the  <  MF A 
sourcepjsaid;  traditional 
offices  such  as  protocol  * 
legal,  .consular  ,  and 
Others  would,  continue 
to  function  as  they  have 
been  functioning.,  ,. 

Assistant  ministers 
have  worked  on  the 
redrganizatioiiai  plan 
for  three  months,  the 
soiirce  said,  adding  the 
plan  also  called  for  only 
two  deputy  ministers, 
not  four  as  originally 
proposed. 
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ANTI- SUBVERSION  GAINS  REPORTED 

Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  9  May  82  pp  1,  9 


[Article  by  Jose  De  Vera] 

[  Text  ]  The  military  has  dealt 

the  communist  subversive 
movement  crippling 
blows  that  are  hastening 
its  collapse,  which  unim¬ 
peachable  government 
sources  said,  "could  hap¬ 
pen  sooner  than  ex¬ 
pected.”-..  i 

Documents  made  avail¬ 
able  to  this  writer  showed  ? 
that  in  ~  1981  alone,  at 
least  15,000  communist 
sympathizers  surren¬ 
dered.  They  are  now  in¬ 
volved  in  community  pro¬ 
jects  inspire*  by  the  gov- 
ernment’s  Kilusang 
Kabuhayan  at  Kaunlaran 
(KKK)  livelihood 
program.  ' 

Early  this  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  defense  and  milit¬ 
ary  sources,  authorities 
.arrested  25  hard-core 
communist  guerillas,  in-’" 
eluding  four  ’ top  party 
leaders,  in  raids  in  Metro 


Manila. 

Earlier,:  the!; govern¬ 
ment  security  forces  cap¬ 
tured  top  leaders  of^the 
Communist  Party  !fof^the 
Philippines^New'^People’s 
Army  in  Davao,'  Eastern 
and  Western  Visayas,  and 
in  the  Bicol  area. 

The  latest  top  CPP  per¬ 
sonality  taken  into  "cus¬ 
tody  was  an  acknow¬ 
ledged  strategist  and 
organization  man.  rV;  *v 

The  arrest  of  the  top 
Communist  leaders, v  jthe 
documents  said,  destroyed 
a  plan  to  mount  a  big 
offensive  against  the 
government. 

The  government’s 
gains  in  its  security 
campaign  have  been 
largely  ignored  by  the 
foreign  press  which 
tended  to  sensational¬ 
ize  isolated  gains  made 
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NEW  GEOTHERMAL  FIELDS  EXPLORED 


Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  10  May  82  p  28 


[Text] 


The  energy  ;  ministry 
plans  to f?  drill '  more 
geothermal  dwells;!. to 
bring  to  31  lv  the)  total * 
number  of {Wellsjfthis; 
-year  in  six  geothermal 
.  fields.  f 

#  The . ;  ministryVaaid j 
J  g  e  o  t  h  e  r  ma  L?p  6  wer,; 
generated  all  over,  the] 
country .  now  stands  at 
556  megawatts.  This 
comes  from  geothermal 
plants  of iTongonan, 
Leyte;  ;Tiwi, :  Albay; 
'Mak-Ban,  .Laguna  ;and) 
JPalimpion*  ^  Southern 
Negros.  •  \ 

A  new  V  55-hectare 
f  geothermal  reserve  in 
Manito,  Sorsogon  is 
being  explored  by  the 
Philippine  National 
Oil  Co.-Energy  De- 
-velopment  Corp\ 
IPNOC-EDC).  K  * 

^  The  'area  is  expected 


to  generate  a  total  of. 
110  i-m  e  g  a  w  a  1 1  s,\  o  f 
fgeptnermal  ^ow]er. 
i  within)]  the  ]  next  .two) 
iyearfcfi?  T*,- . .  f.  ;  A 
r'a  no  i  s  "Palafox 
administrative  officer 
of  the '  Manito  explora¬ 
tions,  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  that  the  explora¬ 
tion  team  has  already 
drilled  four  wells  since 
last  .yeai\  V  * 

.)  Three  wells  drilled 
ratf  an  average  depth  of 
2,500  meters  yield  a 
total  of  19-mw  power 
while  one  well  was 
found  dry,,  Palafox 
said.  .  , 

The  cost  of  drilling  is  ’ 
placed  at  five  million 
pesos  per  well.  ;Three 
more  wells  are  sche¬ 
duled  to  be  drilled  this 
year. 
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INCREASED  INVESTMENTS  IN  CEBU 


Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  15  May  82  p  39 
[Article  by  Romeo  S.  Movido] 


[Text]  CEBU  CITY— The 
Development  Bank  of 
the  Philippines  local 
branch  is  hiking  its  in¬ 
vestment  this  year  to 
P284.5  million  to  spur 
the  progress  of  this  city 
and  several  ;Cebu 
towns. 

Manager  Manuel 
Roa,  Jr.,  vowed  to 
launch  an  intensive 
lendlngv  campaign  to 
encourage  industrial¬ 
ists  and  local  entrep¬ 
reneurs  to  avail  of  the 
credit  facilities  being 
offered  by  the  state- 
owned  bank. 

The  target  of  the 
Cebu  branch  is  to  in¬ 
crease  its  investment 
on  agriculture  to  F48.3 
million;  industrial, 
F56.8  million:  real 
estate,  F171.1  million; 
and  special  projects, 
F8.3  million. 

As  of  April  30  the 
bank  has  already 
attained  a  90  per  cent 
realization  of  its  goal 
and  serving  some 


12,090  borrowers 
which  sought  financ¬ 
ing  assistance  from  the 
DBP.  ; 

,  Manager  Roa  said 
the ‘good  performance 
shown  by  the  branch  is 
credited  to  the  excel¬ 
lent  work  initiated  by 
his  predecessor, 
Vicente  Arancillo,  who 
was  promoted  to  the 
regional  office. 

The  DBP  Cebu 
branch  manager  said 
his  thrust  now  is  to 
pour  in  more  funds  to 
small  and  medium 
scale  industries  includ¬ 
ing  food/  production 
and  processing  which 
are  now  being  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  area. 

Assisting  Roa  in  the 
intensified  lending  op¬ 
eration  are  his  two 
assistant  managers,  , 
Pedro  Garcia  and 
Romulo  Fernandez, 
whose  efficient  record 
in  the  bank  qualify 
them  to  be  branch 
managers. 


The  DBP  branch  is  ■ 
being  strengthened  to 
make  it  into  a  "bank  pf 
the  people”  and  con-  * 
vert  into  substance  its 
"slogan  as  partner  for 
progress,”  Roa (  de¬ 
clared. 

Manager ,  Marino 
Roxas,  head  of  the  DBP 
departm e n t  for 
Visayas  and  Mindanao 
branches,  said  Cebu 
branch  and  other  field 
offices  are  conducting  a 
systematic  lending 
drive  in  compliance  to 
the  policy  of  chairman 
Cesar  Zalameajftor 
promote  progress in 
the  countryside.  ii;  * 

The  department 
manager  is  exhorting  • 
all  his  field  personnel 
to  ,reduce  the  proces¬ 
sing  time  of  loan  ap¬ 
plications  and  extend 
courteous  and  prompt 
service  to  borrowers  in 
order  to  bring  the  bank 
closer  to  the  people. 
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FOREIGN  INVESTMENTS  APPROVED 

Manila  PHILIPPINES  DAILY  EXPRESS  in  English  10  May  82  p  16 

[Article  by  Rosario  A.  Liquicia] 

[Text]  -^FDREiG^ r' investments  approved/  3.  buik-Uof  which*  went  into  the 

by/  the ;  Bbiird  of  Investments' (BOI)  ' .  PI  .04-billion  coco-chemical  complex 
during  the  first  three  months’ of;  the  { to  be  set  up  by  a  Filipino-German 
-  year  totalled  P404:9  •  million  or  a  joint  venture,  .  ^  r-: .  .  .. 

64-percent  -;  more  than  the;  level  ,  DUTCH  investments  came  in  third 
registered'; in/  the  same  period  last  -  ;  with  P32.5  million  while  J apanese 
year.  I>.  •'..,//!  ,(>' '  "-"I  ,  investments  of  P23  million  in  |  the 

•  Their ;*r;  share  ther  .'i  total  :  first /quarter  occupied  fourth  jslot 

investment  /  of.:-  P925.89  million  down  from  the  traditional  second 

approved  //  during  ,v/ the  quarter  post,  the  BOI  said.  ] 

increased  from  28  percent  last  year  Among  the  foreign  investors 
to  44  percent.  BOI  statistics  show  which  made  significant  contributions 

that  more  than  half  or  P230  million  during  the  first  quarter  are  [the 

of  the  total  foreign  investments  were .  Spanish  also  with  P23  million, 

poured  i<  into  the  ^manufacturing  Chinese  and  Swiss.  ! 

sector,  specifically  the  production  of  Most  of  the  foreign  investors 
basic  industrial  chemicals  and  of.  infused  equity  on  a  joint  venture 

/electrical  arid  electronic  products.// /  'basis  with  local  partners.  During i  the 

period,  166  projects 

continued' to  be  the  biggest  single  were  approved  by  the  BOI.  ! 

investors  with  PI  12.9 / million  or  28  :;//  But  while  foreign  ;  investments 
'percent,  of  total  foreign  investments)  increased  by  64  percent,  the  BOI  jaid 
approved  during  the  quarter.  ;  local  investments  dropped  byj;16 
West  Germans  followed  closely  percent  to  P521  million  from  P6^4.5 

/with  PI  10.9  million  investments,  the  million.  '  5 
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MUSLIM  COURT  SEMINAR  IN  MINDANAO 

Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  11  May  82  p  5 


[Text]  Shariah  seminars 

are  being ,  simul¬ 
taneously  conducted  by 
the  office  of  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Muslim  Affairs. 
(MMA)  in  coordination' 
with  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Ministry 
.of  Justice.  • 

The  seminars  are 
held  at  the  Western 
Mindanao  State  Uni-; 
versity  in  Zamboanga 
city,  Cotabato  City 
Pilot  School  in  Cotaba- 
to  city,  and  at  the  Min- , 
~danao  State  University’ 
in  Marawi  city.  ) 
MMA  has  ear¬ 
marked  P510,000  for 
the  seminars. 

It  was  learned  that 
additional  .ulamas  and 
Muslim  lawyers  have 
been  allowed  to  attend 
the  lectures*  as  obser-1 


vers,  aside  ?  from  the 
original  40  trainees 
per  training  center. 

S  In.  Zamboanga  city, 
12  observers  were 
admitted,  ; while  the 
fMarawi  and  Cotabato 
city ..  training  centers 
admitted  20 ''  and-  27  ’ 
observers . ; ;  y  *’• 

;  <1  ;  ..  */.  ■  -  V  1 

.  . .  As  part  pf  the  course, ; 

•  the  participants  are  re- ; 
quired  to  translate  the  ; 
code  of  the  Muslim 
Personal'  Laws  (P.D. 
?i083)‘>; into  Tausug, 

) M a gu  i nd  an  a o ,  a  n  d  «; 
Maranao.  dialects;  ^  •  v  ■  ? 
it  y  y  -  $  ffgpt  v.yv  yy 
;  :  Official  translations 
of  :  the '  code  ■  inVthe  di- ; 
.valectsj  jwilfi  heiformii-' 

•  lated  and  used  in  two 

.  proposed  information 
drives  to  inform  the 
Muslims  in  Mindanao 


•the  contents  of  the 
code. 

Seminar  lecturers 
were  divided  into  four 
teams  and  *  each  team 
was  assigned  a  topic. 
The  teams*  topics  are 
"Introduction  to  Isla- 
niic^  Jurisprudence” 
[.and  ;"Adat  and  Mar- 
/r.iage”;  'team  B, 
."Paternity,  Filiation, 
and  Parental  Author¬ 
ity”;  and  Team  C  "Suc¬ 
cession,  ,  Wills,  Ad¬ 
judication  and  Settle¬ 
ment  of  Estate”  and 
"Adjudication  and  Set- 
.t-lement  of  Disputes 
and  Rendition  of  Legal 
Opinion;”  Team  D,  on 
"Scope  of  Application 
of  Code  and  Procedure 
in  Shariah  Adminis¬ 
tration.”  (Roy  C.  Sin- 
fuego) 
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EXPORTS  TO  AUSTRIA  RISE 

Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  14  May  82  p  25 

[Text]  Friedrich  Kuen,  Austrian  trade  commissioner,  noted  that  the  Philip¬ 
pines'  exports  of  electric  machinery,  apparatus,  appliances  and  semi-conduc¬ 
tors  to  Austria  have  been  increasing  by  an  average  of  140  per  cent  during  the 
last  three  years. 

Kuen  said  that  Austrian  firms  have  found  Philippine-manufactured  semi-conduc¬ 
tors,  machinery  and  transport  equipment  not  only  comparatively  cheap  but  also 
of  high  quality. 

According  to  him,  the  Philippines  exported  electric  machinery,  apparatus  and 
equipment  worth  21.205  million  Austrian  schillings  in  1979. 

The  value  of  such  exports  leaped  by  250  per  cent  to  74.038  million  schillings 
in  1980.  This  further  went  up  to  96.989  million  schillings  or  360  per  cent 
in  1981. 

Kuen  also  observed  that  Philippine  exporters  also  increased  the  value  of  their 
exports  of  clothing,  footwear,  professional  scientific  instruments,  photograph¬ 
ic  and  optical  goods,  watches  and  clocks  during  the  last  three  years. 

The  value  of  such  exports  was  only  39.213  million  schillings  in  1979.  This  in¬ 
creased  to  57.54  million  schillings  in  1980  and  68.27  million  schillings  in 
1981. 

Philippine  exports  of  furniture,  travel  goods,  handbags  and  similar  articles 
also  went  up  in  value  to  74.038  million  schillings  in  1980  and  96.48  million 
schillings  in  1981. 

Other  Philippine  exports  which  made  good  in  1981  in  the  Austrian  market  in¬ 
cluded  cork  and  wood  (64.773  million  schillings),  metalliferous  ores  and  metal 
scrap  (14.606  million  schillings),  vegetable  oils  (48.359  million  schillings), 
and  nickel  (27.017  million  schillings) . 

The  balance  of  trade  between  the  two  countries  was  in  favor  of  the  Philippines 
in  1981. 
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COPPER  PRODUCTION  UP,  VALUE  DOWN 

Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  14  May  82  p  25 

[Text]  Production  of  copper  totaled  74:980  metric  tons  valued  at  P930.20 
million  pesos  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  according  to  the  bur¬ 
eau  of  mines  and  geo-sciences* 

The  first  quarter  volume  recorded  a  3-28  per  cent  increase  while  the  value 
dropped  slightly  by  1.44  per  cent  compared  to  the  corresponding  period  last 
year. 

The  mines  bureau  said  the  increase  in  volume  was  due  mainly  to  the  high-grade 
ores  mined  and  the  slight  drop  in  value  was  attributed  to  the  deterioration 
of  metal  prices  in  the  world  market.  Copper  commanded  a  price  of  only  about 
69  U.S.  cents  per  pound. 

Although  the  complete  gold  production  figures  are  not  yet  available,  the  bur¬ 
eau  said  the  early  part  of  1982  saw  also  the  deterioration  of  the  gold  market 
with  prices  ranging  from  331  to  400  U.S.  dollars  per  ounce  compared  to  the 
461  to  599  U.S.  dollars  per  ounce  levels  in  the  early  part  of  1981. 

Silver  followed  a  similar  trend  as  those  of  copper  and  gold.  Average  prices 
for  the  three-month  period  stood  at  7.88  U.S,  dollars  per  ounce  as  against  the 
13.43  U.S-  dollars  per  ounce  in  the  same  period  last  year. 


CSC:  4220/614 


115 


PHILIPPINES 


PALAWAN  OIL  FINDS  MARGINAL 


Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  14  May  82  p  28 


[Text] 


West  German  "geo¬ 
physicists  said  oil  ex¬ 
ploration  activity  in 
the  Philippines  has 
been  conducted  only  in 
marginal  areas  and 
need  to  be  carried  out 
more  intensively  in  ; 
offshore  areas  in  West 
and  South  Palawan. 

Dr.  Karl  Hinz,  direc¬ 
tor  and  professor  at  the 
Federal  Institute  of 
Geoscience  and  Natu- \ 
rai  Science  in  West 
Germany,  said  that 
"more  efforts  need  to 
be  exerted”  in  the  ex¬ 
ploration  of  oil  in  the 
Philippines. 

Hinz,  along  with 
other  West  German 
geoscientists,  are  in 
Manila  to  undertake 
with  the  bureau  of 
mines  here  tectonic 
surveys  that  would 
help  serve  as  bases  for 
future  natural  re¬ 
sources  exploration. 

Oil  exploration  is  re-, 
latively  more  inexpen¬ 
sive,  compared  to 
offshore  mining  in 
deeper  water  areas 


which  are Inore  compli-  ? 
cated,  costly  and  need 
highly  technical  per¬ 
sonnel,  he  said.  /  //p/ 

The  German"'  scien-  ; 
tists,  who  undertake 
the  researches  on  ; 
board  the  'West  Ger¬ 
man  research  vessel, 
the  "F.S.  Sonne,”  car¬ 
ried  out  last  year  a 
geophysical  reconnai- 
sance  survey  of.  the 
then  unsurveyed  areas 
of  the  dangerous, 
grounds  west  of  Pala¬ 
wan  and  Reed  Bank  off 
the  same  province. 

Their  findings  reveal 
that  northern  Pala¬ 
wan,  the  Reed  Bank; 
and  the  Dangerous 
Grounds  (called ;  by; 
British  navigators  who 
found  the  reefs  and 
shoals  there  as  naviga¬ 
tional  hazards)  used  to 
be  adjacent  to  the  Chi¬ 
na  mainland  35  mil; 
lion  years  yago. 

In  a  gradual  move¬ 
ment  at  a  speed  of  two 
to  three  centimeters 
per  year,  the  central 
and  southern  part  of 
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Palawan  moved  away 
from  the  China  main¬ 
land  towards  the  Phi¬ 
lippine  archipelago,  re¬ 
sulting  in."subduc- 
tion.” 

Hinz  said  subduction 
is  the  pressing  of  the 
earth’s  crust  by  such 
disturbances  as  land 
mass  movement,  caus¬ 
ing  massive  folds  in 
'  the  earth  and  giving 
rise  to  new  land  forms, 
as  mountains  or  allow 
the  formation  of  seas. 

As  a  result  when  the 
Palawan  land  mass 
stopped  its  movement 
10  million  years  ago, 
the  South  China  Sea 
was  formed. 

Because' of  the  pro¬ 
ximity  of  west  and  cen¬ 
tral  Palawan  then  to 
China,  rocks  and  earth 
components  of  these 
areas  are  very  similar. 

"Based  on  this,  be¬ 
cause  Hainan  Island  in 
South  China  has  been 
found  to  contain  oil,  it 
is  thus  almost  sure 
that  these  areas  in 
Palawan  also  contain 
oil,”  Hinz  said. 
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PHILIPPINES  CAUTIONED  ON  FOREIGN  BORROWING 
Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  12  May  82  p  11 


[Text ] 


The  International 
Monetary  Fund,  ex¬ 
pressing  concern  over, 
the  sharp  rise  in  the 
country’s  debt  service 
ratio  last  year,  has 
urged  the  Philippine 
government  to  exercise 
caution  in  external 
borrowing  as  part  of 
the  overall  IMF  recom¬ 
mendation  to  contain  ! 
the  widening  deficits 
in  both  the  current 
accounts  and  in  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  payments. 

Earlier,  the  IMF  cal¬ 
led  for  a  substantial 
reduction  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  and  BOP  deficits 
because  of  limitation 
imposed  by  the  coun¬ 
try’s  reserve  position. 

In  its  assessment  of 
the  Philippine  debt 
service  outlook  for  the 


period  1982-1987,  the 
-  IMF  pointed  out  that 
%:debtj  service  ratio  is 
/likelyto  rise  sharply ; 

again  in  . 1982  and  will 
^continue  at  high  levels 
rover,  the  medium-term 
r^ture:,^-;!:^'  ;.;  •.  ' 

It  cited  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  monet- 
.  ary  board  to  set  an  ex¬ 
ternal  borrowing  ceil¬ 
ing  this  year  which 
was  primarily  aimed  at 
maintaining  the  statu¬ 
tory  debt  service  ratio 
below  20  per  cent  at 
least  through  1984. 

Under  this  program, 
total  approval  for  ex¬ 
ternal  loans  for  over 
one-year  maturity 
would  be  limited  to 
$2.4  billion. 

Out  of  this  total,  at 
least  $1.0  billion  would 


be  earmarked  for  loans 
H  with  maturities  of  over 
12  years. 

i  The  ceiling  of  $1.4 
Hj  billioli  for  one-  to  12- ; 
year  loans  is  not  only 
much  lower  than  the 
v  corresponding  ceilings; 
for  1981  •  but  also  lower 
than  ’actual  approvals 
during  the  year; 
r  The  "IMF  said  that : 
"restrained  demand 
management”  was  * 
essential  for  attaining 
both  balance-of- 
payments  and  inflation 
objectives. 

It  stressed  the  need  for 
tighter  fiscal  policy  as 
part  of  the  current 
account  and  balance- 
of-payments  objectives. 

However,  the  IMF 
was  still  worried  about 
the  country’s  debt  ser¬ 
vice  position  inspite  of 
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the  foreign  loan  ceil¬ 
ings  .  already  adopted 
by  the  monetary  au¬ 
thorities. 

It  reminded  the  au¬ 
thorities  that  foreign 
loans  already  con¬ 
tracted  provide  a  large 
pipeline  that  over  the 
itiedium-term  would 
permit  growing  dis¬ 
bursements  and  poss¬ 
ibly  increasing  current 
deficits,  unless  the  au¬ 
thorities  "ambitious 
investment  programs 
are  modified  dr  prop¬ 
ortionately  phased.” 

The  current  account 
deficit  widened  in  1981 
to  6.2  per  cent  of  GNP 
from  5.8  per  cent  of 
GNP  in  1980,  mainly 
on  account  of  a  12  per 
cent  deterioration  in 
the  terms  of  trade. 
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INCREASING  INTERCROPPING  ON  COCONUT  FARMS 


Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  13  May  82  p  18 


[Text] 


The  intercropping  of 
coconut  *  farmlands 
with  other  cash  crops, 
a  program  being  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  provide 
higher  income  for  coco¬ 
nut  farmers,  is  being 
widely  implemented  in 
Leyte  and  Samar  pro¬ 
vinces. 

The  Eastern  Visayas 
regional  office  of  the 
Philippine  Coconut  au¬ 
thority  reported  re¬ 
cently  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  to  promote  inter¬ 
cropping  has  been  in¬ 
tensified  in  the  five 
provinces  of  Leyte, 
Southern  Leyte, 
Samar, .  Eastern  and, 
Northern  Samar. 

The  report  indicated 
that  there  are  now  ab¬ 
out  39,000  coconut  far¬ 
mers  there  involved  in 
intercropping  with 
some  28,000  hectares 
of  the  region’s  386,528 
hectares  of  coconut 


farm  lands  planted  to 
crops  like  banana,  cas¬ 
sava,  com,  camote  and 
others. 

According  to  the  re¬ 
port,  estimated  annual 
.income  per  hectare 
from  coconuts  in  this 
region  on  the  average 
is  only  PI, 500.  But 
with  the  intercrops, 
coconut  farmers  can 
expect  to  earn  more. 

The  report  cited  the 
case  of  a  coconut  farm 
intercropped  with 
:  bananas.  The  total 
viand  area  planted  to 
bananas  is  4,945.5  has. 
So  that  means  an  addi- 
tional  income  of 
P4, 954.500  yearly  or 
PI, 000  per  hectare  per 
year.  Or  if  one  has  13 
hectares  of  lanzones  in¬ 
tercrops,  he  could  have 
an  estimated  average 
income  of  P26;000 
annually  or  P2,000  per 
hectare  per  year. 

In  line  with  the  cam¬ 
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paign,  the  report  said, 
portions  of  the  pilot 
hybrid  coconut  farm  in 
each  province  has  been 
set  aside  as  nurseries 
for  the  intercrops. 

At  present,  seedlings 
of  crops  found  suitable 
to  the  region  like 
cacao,  coffee,  lanzones 
and  bananas  are  being 
cultivated  in  these 
nurseries.  / 

In  areas  like  Dagami 
and  Tolosa  in  Leyte, 
there  are  coconut  far¬ 
mers  who  have  taken 
the  initiative  of  germi¬ 
nating  their  cargo 
seeds  in  their  own 
farms,  the  PCA  said. 

The  PCA  also  stated 
that  this  could  only  be 
the  result  of  the  inter¬ 
cropping  program  the 
government  is  promot¬ 
ing  among  farmers. 
These  farmers  are  also 
participating  in  the 
coconut  hybrid  re¬ 
planting  program,  the 
PCA  added. 
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GREATER  PHILIPPINE- BAHRAIN  COOPERATION 
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[Text] 


^President  Marcos  dis¬ 
cussed  yesterday,  with 
|heik  :  Khaled  Bin 
Abdullah  A1  Khalifa, 
Sliiiister  for  housing  of 
Bahrain,7  the;  prospects 
fed'  greater  cooperation 
fifctween  the  Philippines 
ind Bahrain  in'  the  field 
Sfi, economic  develop- 

mfentr!  W&S  r.v  •.  V^: "  i  :• 


S'ftEhe  President  and  the 
Kir  st ‘.Lad  ys,  *  ’  Imelda 
BbtWualdez  Marcos,  re- 
this'  minister  Who 
<ajred  bri  ithefti %t  hSala- 
paftahg  '  following  his 
arrival  here;  for  >‘a  short 
$isit.yi , \ ,f  R;.-y  •:-* ■- 

*  Sheik  Khaled  express¬ 
ed  the  hope  of  his  gov¬ 
ernment  that  more  Fili¬ 
pino  companies  .and 
w'orkers  would  i  be 
.  attracted  to  go  to 
Bahrain  to 'help  in  its 
Economic  development. 
^Bahrain  with  its 
360,000  people'  is  cur¬ 
rently  embarked  on  a 
modernization  program 
that  requires  skilled 
workers.  Located  along 
iSib,’  Persian  Gulf,  it  is 
fast  becoming  the  finan¬ 
cial  center  in  the  area1. 
'  Filipino  workers  now 
in  Bahrain  have  done 


well  and  are  generally 
admired  for  their  skill 
and  industry.  Minister 
Khaled  told  the  Presi¬ 
dent  during  their  talks  at 
/  Malacaftang/;i’ . 
TalkingwiththeFirst 
*  tady,  ife-iioted  the  ; 

‘ nous  acHieyemdnts 
v  Mrs:  Marcos.  inr  her/. 

?  capacity  as  Metro  Man- 
34;’ija  "governor  and^  minis- ; 
/  t^r'  ^^hui^h^settle^ 
;  hie nt ^  '  c it i ng-th e * 
humanist  philosophy  of} 
the;  ^byerrimeritv:^ f 
.  -V.  ;Mrs> ‘^ar(k«|hnefbd / 

7  jects^of  the  administra¬ 
tion,  Especially  its  cen- 
.  terpiece  program  of 
promoting  livelihood  in 
every  barangay, 

/  Mrs*  Marcos,  told 
:  Minister,  Khaled  that  the 
focus  of  .  government 
r;‘  efforts  is  in  the  training 
and  mobilization  of  its 
human  resources  here 
and  abroad.  -  ' 

She  notec^  that  the 
,  Philippines  has  become 
the  second  biggest  .e*: 
porter  of  skilled  labor  in 
/  the  Middle  East'  with 
some  200,000  workers  in 
Saudi  Arabia  and  neigh¬ 
boring,  countries. 
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DRAFT  LABOR  CODE  APPROVED 

Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  12  May  82  pp  1,  6 


[Text] 


The  cabinet  approved 
yesterday  an  amended 
draft  of  Bill  No.  49  per¬ 
taining  to  picketing  and 
anti-scab  activities  and 
endorsed  it  to  the  Batasan 
committee  on  labor  and 
employment.  * 

Presiding  over  the 
cabinet  meeting  held  at 
the  Executive  House  was 
Deputy  Prime  Minister 
Jose  Rono  in  the  absence 
of  Prime  Minister  Cesar 
E.  A.  Virata  who  is 
attending  a  conference  in 
Helsinki.  -  t  ■ 

Labor  MinisterdBlas  Fv 
Ople,  who  presented  the : 
amendments  to  the 
cabinet,  enumerated  the 
following  changes  to  the 
measure: 

1.  Automatic  certifica¬ 
tion  of  labor  disputes  in 
certain  industries  was  eli¬ 
minated, 

2.  Jurisdiction  over 
issues  of  legality  of 
strikes  or  lockouts  is  now 
vested  in  labor  arbiters  of 
the  National  Labor  Rela¬ 
tions  Commission. 

3.  There  will  be  freedom 
of  egress  and  ingress  dur¬ 
ing  a  picket  and  the  dour 
ble  penalties  in  case 
workers  or  employers 
commit  certain  prohibited 
acts  under  Batas  Pam- 
bansa  Bilang  130  and  CB 
49  were  eliminated. 

The  cabinet  put  off  dis¬ 


cussion  on  the  13th- 
month  pay  issue  and  the 
proposed  legislation 
amending  Presidential 
Decree  851,  otherwise 
known  as  the  13th-month 
pay  law,  pending  further 
consultation  among  the 
ministers. 

~  .  Ople  said  that  the  most 
important  changes 
effected  in  the  new  draft 
pertained  to  the  so-called 
strike  ban.  *  ' 

He  said  that  Trade  and 
Industry  Minister  Rober¬ 
to  Ongpin  withdrew  his 
proposal  for  Automatic 
certification  of  labor  dis¬ 
putes  in  certain  indus¬ 
tries  in  return  for  an 
assurance  that  export- 
oriented  industries  wbuld 
be  included  in  the  illus¬ 
trative  lists  of  common 
areas  where  a  labor  dis¬ 
pute  may  rise  to  such  a 
proportion  as  to 
adversely  affect  the 
national  interest. 

The  cabinet  took 
note  of  issues  raised  by 
labor  and  management 
representatives  during 
the  previous  public 
hearing  on  the  bill, 
such  as  the  jurisdiction 
of  labor  arbiters  over 
questiond  of  legality  of 
strikes  or  lockouts. 

Ople  said  the  cabinet 
also  dealt  with  issues 
concerning  injunc¬ 


tions,  the  role  of  the 
President  or  the  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Labor  in  the  cer- 
tification  of  cases 
affecting  national  in¬ 
terest  and  export- 
oriented  industries, 
and  the  power  of  the 
President  to  declare  an 
industry  as  affecting 
the  national  interest. 

He  said  he  hoped 
that  the  revised  CB  49 
will  now  command  a 
consensus  in  the  Bata¬ 
san  committee  "with¬ 
out  prejudice  to'  the 
committee  taking  up 
some  of  these  issues  all 
over  again  in  the  light 
of  their  own  perceived 
responsibilities.” 

In  response  to  the 
claims  of  labor  during 
the  public  hearing  that 
acts  considered  punish¬ 
able  under  the  prop¬ 
osed  measure  are 
already  covered  by  the 
Revised  Penal  Code, 
the  cabinet  decided  to 
eliminate  double 
penalties. 

In  the  prosecution  of 
such  acts,  punishment 
under  one  law  shall  be 
a  bar  to  further  pro¬ 
secution  under  another 
law,  it  was  provided. 

The  Batasan  com¬ 
mittee  will  take  up  the 
revised  draft  at  a  pub¬ 
lic  hearing  on  May  13, 
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|: 8 .  a jul^  at 'tfho  Asians 
i  Institute  of  Tourism  in^ 
Diliman,  Quezon  city Jf| 

; .  '  '1:1  ~  ' '•  '•  >V/*  ^ 

:  T  h  e  Pro  si  d  ent^ 
directed  the  Labor#! 
Ministry  to  encourage^ 
labor  and  management^ 
to  conduct  regular  con-^ 
ferences  to  conclude^! 
"soeial  compacts”  and  )f| 
voluntary  codes  of|| 
ethics  to  govern  their#* 
relationship  to  avoid 
unnecessary  disputes  /; 
between  them  in  the  >j 
interest  of  general  wel-  # 
fare. ; ;  ■ ■ 

The  President’s  ) 
directive  was  issued 
under  Letter  of  In- 7 
structions  1235  with' 
the  view  of  exploring  > 
alternative  approaches  ' 
to  labor  relations  at  a 
time  when  there  is  an 


f  app  arenbff  s  h||^  f 
|strikes  in  j  several  '  in- 
fdustries.  ‘  V/'‘: 

ft Labor :  Minister  Bias 
|Opfe;  said  that  the  "so^ 
|cial  compacts”  and  the 
‘codes  of  ethics  would 
^complement  the  collec¬ 
tive  bargaining  agree¬ 
ments  between  labor 
and  management,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  in  in¬ 
dustries  which  are  vjt- 
ai  to  the  national  eco# 
noriiy;  •  x ■: 
V  In  accordance  "  with 
the  presidentiaLdirCc- 
/  tiye,  :70pl¥#Said  he 
?  would  also  encourage 
the  formation  of  labor 
#  management  councils 
;  at  plant  levels,  similar 
$  to  the  work  councils  in 
(  many  European  coup- 
s  tries.  ‘ 
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ROLE  OF  FOREIGN  BORROWINGS— President  Marcos  says  that  the  35  billion  pesos 
foreign  borrowings  by  the  Central  Bank  are  needed  for  the  country's  industrial¬ 
ization  program.  Talking  to  newsmen,  the  president  said  the  loans  are  needed 
to  prime  up  the  economy  and  give  the  Filipinos  control  of  their  economy. 
Otherwise,  he  said,  economic  control  might  land  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  At 
the  same  time  the  president  said  private  companies  are  being  benefitted  by  the 
present  arrangements.  He  said  if  they  were  to  borrow  on  their  own,  they  would 
be  charged  interest  rates  from  21  to  25  percent.  For  government  borrowings, 
the  interest  is  only  9  to  10  percent.  The  president  said  the  administration 
will  soon  review  the  government's  all  major  industrial  projects,  to  ensure  a 
balanced  agro-industrial  program  for  the  country.  [Text]  [HK240201  Manila 
Domestic  Service  in  English  2300  GMT  23  May  82] 

RURAL  SUPPORT  PRICES  READJUSTED— President  Marcos  has  increased  the  support 
price  of  pallai  per  kilo  by  15  centavos.  The  increase  of  support  price  of 
pallai  has  been  the  clamor  of  farmers  for  the  past  several  months.  The  new 
government  support  price  of  1  kilo  of  pallai  is  1  peso  70  centavos,  from  1  peso 
55  centavos.  The  president  also  announced  the  abolition  of  the  fertilizer 
subsidy  and  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  fertilizers.  These  were  among  the 
incentives  the  president  granted  to  the  farmers  to  improve  their  lot.  He 
announced  this  package  of  incentives  at  the  celebration  of  farmers  day  held  at 
the  Philippine  International  Convention  Center.  In  other  measures  the  president 
issued  a  letter  of  instruction  to  the  executive  committee,  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  the  national  food  authority,  the  Central  Bank  of  the  Philippines 
on  the  procurement  of  the  food  authority  [as  heard]  of  15  percent  of  the 
farmers'  pallai  production,  their  restructuring  of  government's  pallai  pro¬ 
curement  program,  and  extension  of  credit  line  to  the  farmers.  [Text] 

[HK220059  Manila  Far  East  Broadcasting  Company  in  English  2330  GMT  21  May  82] 

ENERGY  CONSERVATION  STRESSED— Minister  of  State  for  Energy  Emelio  Arbelio  says 
that  the  country's  energy  conservation  activities  should  be  pursued  relentless¬ 
ly.  He  also  stressed  that  the  Philippines  must  make  sure  it  is  prepared  to 
face  the  threat  of  another  world  oil  crisis.  Abelio  made  the  comments  before 
delegates  to  the  energy  conservation  planning  conference  held  at  a  downtown 
hotel  recently.  He  added  that  the  current  stable  oil  situation  could  be 
easily  drained  once  the  expected  economic  recovery  takes  place  next  year.  He 
said  that  the  Philippines  was  fortunate  as  it  continued  to  harness  non-conven- 
tional  energy  sources  like  biomass,  hydropower,  geothermal  power  and  others. 
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He  noted  the  massive  entry  of  non-oil  energy  supplies  in  1981,  saying  that 
hydrogenerated  energy  rose  by  8  percent  and  biogas  went  up  by  2.9  percent. 

[Text]  [HK170111  Manila  Far  East  Broadcasting  Company  in  English  2330  GMT 
16  May  82] 

GUN  BATTLE  BETWEEN  TROOPS,  NPA — A  running  gun  battle  between  terrorists  of 
the  new  people's  army  and  government  troops  was  reported  going  on  for  1  week 
now  in  the  common  borders  of  Benguet,  Ifugao  and  mountain  provinces .  The 
skirmishes  were  reported  by  commuters  coming  through  the  national  highway  to 
Baguio  City.  The  constabulary  has  not  reported  any  casualties  so  far,  although 
a  military  helicopter  was  reported  damaged  by  NPC  ground  fire  while  on  a  recon- 
naisance  flight  over  Bugas  in  Benguet.  The  helicopter  landed  safely  at  its 
base  in  Camp  (Dangua) .  The  Benguet  constabulary  Commander  Lt-Col  (Rojelio 
Guana)  is  directing  the  military  operations  against  the  NPA.  The  NPA  group 
was  reported  to  be  the  same  which  stopped  the  logging  operations  of  the  Herald 
Lumber  Company,  when  the  firm  refused  to  pay  a  monthly  sum  of  20,000  pesos. 
[Text]  [HK170103  Manila  Far  East  Broadcasting  Company  in  English  2330  GMT 
16  May  82] 

MAYOR/OTHERS  KILLED  IN  AMBUSH — A  Samar  town  mayor,  three  policemen  and  three 
other  people  were  killed  in  an  ambush  at  the  outskirts  of  (Santa  Rita)  in 
western  Samar.  "Three  other  persons  including  a  police  station  commander 
were  seriously  wounded  when  their  jeep  was  fired  upon  by  armed  men,  believed 
to  be  members  of  the  New  People's  Army."  [Summary]  [OW131241  Quezon  City  RPN 
Television  Network  in  English  1100  GMT  13  May  82] 

12  MNLF  MEMBERS  KILLED— "Twelve  [as  heard]  MNLF  [Moro  National  Liberation  Front] 
members  died  in  separate  encounters  with  government  troops  in  Lanao  del  Sur 
and  Davao  del  Sur.  Reports  said  a  private  security  force,  aided  by  army  troop¬ 
ers,  killed  11  MNLF  members  in  a  gun  battle  at  the  vicinity  of  (Imodaren 
Tagaluon)  in  Lanao  del  Sur.  The  private  security  force  suffered  one  dead  and 
three  wounded  while  the  army  troopers  sustained  two  wounded."  The  20-man  MNLF 
band  ambushed  the  partrol  team  but  retreated  when  faced  with  a  heavy  fire. 

In  Davao  del  Sur,  a  Philippine  Constabulory-police  team  killed  four  MNLF  terror¬ 
ists  in  a  brief  firefight.  [Summary]  [OW131247  Quezon  City  RPN  Television 
Network  in  English  1100  GMT  13  May  82] 

DISCONTENT  AMONG  YOUNG  ARMY  OFFICERS — The  schemes  and  intrigues  of  some  mili¬ 
tary  officials,  in  their  desire  to  perpetuate  themselves  in  power  and  ensure 
extension  of  their  retirement,  are  causing  demoralization  among  the  rank-and- 
file  of  the  Armed  Forces.  The  younger  officers,  who  are  badly  affected  by  the 
repeated  extensions,  point  out  that  they  are  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  exten¬ 
sions  of  the  services  of  those  holding  sensitive  positions  but  against  those 
who  have  bad  records.  As  an  example,  they  mention  an  extendee  who  has  been 
linked  to  graft  cases  and  even  a  known  Makapili  during  the  World  War  II  days. 
[Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  11  May  82  p  7] 

LOAN  FROM  OPEC — The  Philippines  and  the  OPEC  Fund  for  International  Develop¬ 
ment  signed  recently  in  Vienna  a  $20  million  agreement,  finance  ministry 
sources  said.  The  loan  will  be  used  to  finance  partially  the  Philippine  gov¬ 
ernment's  rural  electrification  project  co-financed  by  the  Asian  Development 
Bank  (ADB)  and  the  government  of  Norway.  The  project  includes  mini-hydropower 
development,  which  is  part  of  the  Philippines  national  electrification  admin¬ 
istration  (NEA)  mini-hydropower  program.  The  project  is  primarily  designed  to 
assist  the  government  of  the  Philippines  in  achieving  nationwide  electrifica¬ 
tion  by  the  year  1987,  rehabilitating  the  distribution  systems  and  benefiting 
the  rurual  poor.  [Manila  BULLETIN  TODAY  in  English  12  May  82  p  10] 
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THAILAND 


LABOR  MOVEMENT  POTENTIAL  ASSESSED 

Bangkok  KHAO  CHATURAT  in  Thai  12  Apr  82  pp  11-16 

[Interview  with  Raksa  Mekhanand,  a  judge  on  the  Central  Labor  Court:  "The 
Employer’s  Hawk"  date  and  place  not  given] 

[Text]  [Question]  First  of  all,  Mr  Raksa,  we'd  like  to  have  your  views  on 
the  labor  problems  which  exist  today. 

[Answer]  In  my  opinion,  the  labor  situation  in  1982,  which  everyone  else 
attributes  to  the  depressed  economy,  has  other  causes  too.  I  see  the  labor 
problems  which  have  come  up  and  will  come  up  this  year  as  partly  caused  by  the 
labor  leadership.  I  would  analyze  the  situation  this  way: 

First — the  problem  of  employees  who  have  agreed  to  terms  and  conditions  and 
then  want  to  abrogate  them.  Certainly,  when  employees  know  the  economic  situ¬ 
ation  and  the  position  of  the  employer  and  still  demand  money,  when  the 
employer  doesn't  give  it  to  them  the  employees  will  change  their  tack  and  ask 
for  various  minor  benefits.  If  the  Labor  Act  of  1975  is  to  have  effect, 
conditions  that  have  been  agreed  upon  must  be  followed....  Speaking  of  new 
labor  unions  being  created,  Thailand  now  has  two  labor  councils  crowding  one 
another,  the  Thai  Council  of  Labor  Organizations  under  Mr  Phaisan  Thawachayan- 
and  and  the  Thai  Labor  Council  under  Mr  Sanan  Wongsuti.  Certainly,  each 
council  at  this  point  is  trying  to  create  as  many  new  unions  as  possible,  to 
gain  support  for  itself.  Therefore  the  present  problem  is  that  the  leaders 
and  advisors  of  the  new  unions  do  not  have  the  necessary  knowledge  of  labor 
matters.  So  when  workers  set  up  labor  unions  they  don't  know  their  own 
rights  and  duties.  They  know  only  their  rights,  which  causes  problems.  We 
can  see  this  clearly  if  we  notice  that  the  labor  problems  of  1981  for  the  most 
part  came  up  in  unions  which  had  just  been  set  up,  which  therefore  naturally 
had  problems.  Work  stoppages  didn't  happen  in  older  industries  or  in  unions 
which  had  been  operating  from  the  start.  So  we  can  see  that  everyone  in  the 
councils,  trying  to  set  up  as  many  new  unions  as  they  can  to  be  their  support¬ 
ers,  have  created  a  grave  problem:  that  the  workers  know  only  their  rights 
and  not  their  duties. 

Second — it  happens  from  this  cause:  this  year  three  or  four  labor  relations 
committees  in  the  tripartite  system  will  have  their  terms  expire.  For  example, 
in  the  Central  Labor  Court,  20  Conjoint  Judges  from  the  workers'  and  the 
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employers’  sides  in  the  first  cohort  will  come  to  the  end  of  their  terms  on 
23  April.  As  for  the  Labor  Relations  Committee,  it  too  has  representatives 
of  employers  and  workers,  whose  terms  end  31  March.  One  more  council  also 
has  very  important  representatives,  i.e.  the  Labor  Development  Advisory 
Council,  of  which  the  members’  terms  will  expire  30  April.  Then  there  is 
the  changeover  at  the  Thai  Council  of  Labor  Organizations,  which  is  holding 
elections  for  a  new  Committee.  Certainly  many  of  the  labor  leaders  are 
former  heads  of  unions.  At  present  any  number  of  them  are  committeemen  or 
members.  Once  these  gentlemen  have  jumped  in  to  play  in  labor  circles,  they 
certainly  can’t  pull  themselves  out,  so  they  have  to  find  ways  to  get  back  in 
(office)  again.  This  might  be  by  "suggestions”  or  incitements  or,  shall  we 
say,  making  themselves  heard,  causing  labor  problems  to  come  up  in  order  to 
become  known  to  all  the  leaders  of  the  new  labor  unions  and  get  themselves 
elected  as  representatives....  This  point  too  causes  labor  problems  to  come 
up  at  present. 

[Question]  Does  this  mean  that  economic  problems  are  not  an  important  factor? 

[Answer]  They  are  only  one  factor,  one  that  employers  and  workers  mostly 
already  know  about  and  understand. 

[Question]  Do  you  think  that  the  problem  about  labor  leaders  trying  to  boost 
themselves  is  an  important  reason  for  the  new  trend  toward  labor  problems? 

[Answer]  Yes... yes...  Because  for  the  most  part  it’s  a  point  that  people 
don’t  think  of.  But  being  in  these  circles  myself,  I’ve  seen  it  in  many 
places  and  caught  it  in  many  situations.  The  circumstances  which  come  up 
show  us  clearly  that  the  intent  (of  the  leaders)  was  of  this  kind. 

[Question]  You  see  both  labor  councils  as  bent  on  causing  labor  problems. 

Yet  it  seems  that  some  workers  view  Mr  Sanan’s  council  as  standing  on  the  side 
of  the  owners.  What  do  you  think  about  this? 

[Answer]  Well...  My  impression  is  rather  that  Mr  Sanan’s  council  is  one 
which  has  many* international  contacts  and  receives  a  great  deal  of  data.  So... 
Mr  Sanan’s  council  has  good  knowledge  and  understanding  of  economic  problems 
and  conditions.  This  is  an  important  point.  And  labor  unions  which  are 
affiliated  with  Mr  Sanan’s  council  are  mostly  on  the  private  side,  while  those 
with  Mr  Phaisan  are  mostly  in  government  enterprises. 

[Question]  Does  this  imply  that  in  the  eyes  of  the  employers  Mr  Sanan’s 
council  is  more  dangerous? 

[Answer]  The  Sanan  council... is  a  council  that  understands  economics.  They 
know  that  investing  capital...  If  an  investment  is  made,  then  certainly... 

The  investor  must  think  how  much  return  he  ought  to  get  and  how  much  he’ll  get 
if  he  takes  the  money  and  deposits  it  in  a  bank  or  invests  it  somewhere  else, 
and  how  great  the  risks  of  the  investment  are.  So... to  put  it  simply... Mr 
Sanan’s  council  believes  that .. .killing  a  chicken  and  eating  the  whole  thing 
isn’t  the  same  as  eating  eggs  every  day  and  never  running  out  of  them.  They 
understand  economic  problems,  understand  administration,  and  understand  what 
kind  of  problems  the  owners  have. 
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[Question]  But  Mr  Phaisan 's  council  is  divided  into  blocs.  Do  you  think  it 
can  stick  together? 

[Answer]  It  is  divided  into  many  blocs.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  most  important 
bloc  just  now  is  the  Rangsit  Labor  Federation,  which  might  be  called  a  Young 
Turks  bloc — one  with  original  ideas  that  sound  a  bit  strange.  ItTs  counted 
the  first  bloc  of  private  employees  who  entered  Mr  Phaisan* s  council.  They're 
young  people,  so  they  have  a  little  larger  role. 

[Question]  In  your  opinion,  will  this  proliferation  of  blocs  make  the  labor 
situation  worse? 

[Answer]  This  is  an  interesting  question. . .whether  the  blocs  will  agree  that 
the  ideas  of  the  Council  are  the  main  thing  or  hold  instead  to  their  own  ideas. 
When  people  are  members  of  the  council  but  also  go  and  break  into  little  blocs, 
then  there  are  problems  as  to  who  controls  and  keeps  track  of  the  blocs,  what 
business  they  do  and  what  decisions  come  from  them.  This  is  true  even  with  the 
Thai  Federation  of  Iron  and  Metalworkers,  of  which  Mr  Pricha  Sirimisapya  is 
secretary,  and  which  has  more  unions  as  its  members  than  some  councils  have. 
Iron  6c  Metal  is  a  federation  well  worth  watching  and  following,  because  it  has 
more  than  10,000  workers  and  not  fewer  than  100  enterprises. 

[Question]  Besides  blocs  based  on  occupation,  what  blocs  do  you  see  that  are 
based  on  views  of  problems  and  labor  struggles,  and  how  much  do  those  blocs 
have  to  do. with  labor  problems? 

[Answer]  As  for  supporting  labor  leaders,  certainly  we  must  watch  the 
elections  in  May  for  the  Council  (of  Mr  Phaisan — Ed)  after  Labor  Day.  We  have 
to  see  whether  this  time  Mr  Sawad  Lukdod's  bloc  can  get  as  many  seats  as 
before,  about  31  seats,  which  would  leave  Mr  Phaisan  5  seats.  Someone  who  we 
know  supports  Mr  Phaisan 's  platform  is  Mr  Ekachai  Ekhankamol,  who  will  be  able 
to  bring  some  votes  to  the  Phaisan  bloc. 

[Question]  If  in  this  new  election  Mr  Sawad fs  bloc  loses  ground  and  other 
blocs  gain  strength  in  the  leadership,  what  effects  will  there  be  on  the  labor 
situation? 

[Answer]  If  Mr  Ekachai' s  bloc  gets  more  votes  than  Mr  Sawad's,  labor  problems 
will  certainly  get  worse.  I'm  speaking  of  the  level  of  trust  between  myself 
and  these  labor  leaders.  Mr  Sawad... he  used  to  be  a  member  of  the  Wages 
Committee.  Of  all  the  councilmen  who  came  to  consult  (on  the  Wages  Committee), 
Mr  Sawad  probably  understood  best  what  the  labor  situation  was  and  what  was 
the  authority  of  the  employers  to  hire.  But  certainly,  if  Mr  Ekachai  comes 
in,  he  hasn’t  been  a  committeeman  and  doesn't  have  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  wage  fluctuations.  Certainly,  the  demands  that  will  be  made  by  labor  in 
October. . .since  the  Thai  Council  of  Labor  Organizations  has  prepared  to  set 
up  proper  committees  in  June  and  July,  there  will  start  to  be  fighting.  This 
can  be  anticipated. 

[Question]  This  means  that  Mr  Ekachai* s  bloc  is  more  to  be  feared  than  Mr 
Sawad's. 
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[Answer]  Yes,..  Looking  at  it  this  way,  at  this  time,  what  is  to  be  feared 
is... not  having  a  true  understanding  of  labor  problems.  This  is  a  worrisome 
problem. 

[Question]  You  say  that  most  of  the  labor  troubles  that  have  come  up  lately 
are  in  new  unions.  Why  is  that? 

[Answer]  It  is  because  most  of  the  unions  don’t  understand  the  problems  and 
don’t  understand  the  businesses  of  their  employers,  and  also  don’t  understand 
what  their  own  duties  are.  When  they  are  newly  established,  certainly  they 
will  stand  by  their  demands  or  do  whatever...  They  go  and  make  promises  to 
their  members  or  to  workers  in  general.  Mostly  they  promise  the  councils  to 
stand  by  their  demands.  Then  one  or  two  of  the  leaders  writes  out  a  list  of 
demands,  without  the  members  having  a  chance  to  know  whether  these  demands  are 
their  own  desires  or  are  goals  to  aim  for.  It...  It...  Or  perhaps  they  are 

taken  from  a  pattern  made  by  other  people.  This  is  a  problem.  When  the  list 
itself  is  written  out,  without  most  of  the  members  knowing  what’s  in  it,  the 
demands  are  such  that  the  employers  cannot  grant  them.  For  sure  these  people 
cause  problems.  Well  (they  say)... we’ve  come  this  far  now,  we  can’t  stop  here. 
If  we  don’t  get  what  we  demand  then  the  members  will  consider  us  worthless  as 
union  leaders.  At  this  point  there  are  bound  to  be  work  stoppages,  various 
kinds  of  protest  and  so  on.  As  for  old  unions,  they  already  know  and  under¬ 
stand  the  Labor  Relations  Act  of  1975,  which  has  a  section  on  what  conduct  is 
unlawful. 

[Question]  Taking  the  demands  (of  unions)  nowadays  as  a  group,  do  they  differ 
from  past  demands  or  not? 

[Answer]  There  are  two  kinds  of  new  demands.  If  it’s  a  new  union... the 
demands  come  in  the  form  of  a  pattern,  they  are  taken  straight  from  it.  There 
will  be  around  16  to  20  items.  But  if  it’s  an  old  union  which  already  has  an 
agreement  with  an  employer,  there  will  only  be  two,  four,  or  six  demands,  all 
in  very  small  matters,  just  for  show.  That  is,  in  order  to  make  their  demands 
effective,  they  don’t  demand  much.  Because  they  know  that  the  situation  of 
the  employers  doesn’t  allow  them  to  respond  to  demands  generously,  they  try  to 
protect  their  own  work  satisfaction. 

[Question]  Let’s  talk  a  little  about  you  if  we  may.  We  know  you  are  a  very 
capable  advisor  to  employers.  No  matter  what  labor  struggles  go  to  court, 
the  employers  on  your  side  always  win.  What  special  techniques  do  you  use  in 
fighting  labor  disputes  with  employees? 

[Answer]  (Laughter)  I’d  say  it’s  in  how  much  we  understand  and  are  sincere 
about  labor  problems.  It’s  very  important  to  keep  in  touch,  to  mingle  with 
labor  and  be  honest  with  labor,  to  understand  labor  problems  and  not  to 
attack  labor  problems  by  the  book,  without  studying  the  true  facts. 

[Question]  Workers  is  some  quarters  criticize  you  as  an  "employers’  hawk” 
in  labor  conflicts,  meaning  that  you  slash  through  flesh  and  blood  and 
frighten  them. 
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[Answer]  (Laughter)  To  tell  the  truth  about  this,  if  the  interviewers  are 
telling  the  truth.  I’m  not  that  kind  of  person.  Each  of  us  has  to  look  at 
himself  and  see  whether  his  actions  are  correct  or  not.  They  say  that  the 
employers  fire  (workers)  but  they  don’t  say  that...  I  take  leave  regularly, 

I  skip  work  regularly.  In  a  year  I  take  off  40-50  days  or  60-70  days.  Today 
there’s  a  lot  to  do  and  I  don't  come  to  work.  Why  not  criticize  this  side 
of  things?  They  criticize  capitalists  for  firing  workers,  for  oppressing 
workers.  This  is  a  problem.  Certainly  they’ll  say  they  were  fired.  But  I'm 
the  sort  of  person  who  wants  to  learn  what  they  were  fired  for  and  how  it  came 
about...  That  people  say...  It’s  true  that  I  win.  It  doesn’t  matter  if  the 
suit  is  in  Central  Labor  Court  or  was  in  a  civil  court,  in  most  of  them  I’ve 
succeeded;  in  fact,  I  haven't  yet  lost  a  case.  I  go  and  mingle,  so  I  learn 
the  truth  in  labor  matters,  and  I  have  sincerity  and  understanding.  I’ve  been 
studying  labor  matters  for  20  years  now. 

[Question]  You  mean  that  you  must  seize  on  the  weak  points  in  the  (cases  of 
the)  employees  who  strike  and  play  with  them  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  law. 

[Answer]  No,  sir...  I  see  it  this  way...  The  point  about  the  law  is  that 
there’s  only  one  law.  Anyone  who  reads  it  knows  it.  But  it  isn't  all  in  the 
law  in  a  simple  way.  In  labor  matters  it's  also  in  the  people  involved  and  in 
the  way  the  affair  came  up.  We  have  to  study  the  problems  that  come  up  to 
say  what  they  are  exactly .. .where  the  greater  deficiency  lies. 

[Question]  Please  expand  on  "look  at  the  people  involved." 

[Answer]  Really...  This  is  hard  to  talk  about,  because  of  the  sort  of  person 
I  am.  I  don't  advise  just  any  company.  The  companies  I  deal  with  for  the 
most  part  were  born  when  the  securities  market  opened.  Because  I  have  been 
abroad  and  have  been  in  the  stock  market,  when  management  committees  in  many 
places  have  seen  that  I’m  in  the  labor  field  they  call  me  in  to  help  them.  To 
tell  the  truth,  I’ve  never  put  myself  forward  and  asked  to  be  an  advisor  nor 
been  hired  by  anyone.  So  my  solving  labor  problems  is  different  than  other 
people’s  solving  them.  Because  an  advisor  tries  to  draw  out  the  game  for  a 
long  time  for  the  sake  of  his  bill.  In  my  dealings  with  companies,  though,  I 
certainly  always  try  to  resolve  the  problem  or  dispute  as  fast  as  I  can, 
because  labor  problems  block  us  and  make  us  slow  and  hesitant.  Often  illness 
intervenes.  So  the  results  are  worth  thinking  about .  That’s  why  I  talk  about 
sincere  in  labor  problems.  Sometimes  I  go  3,  4  even  5  rounds  of  negotiations, 
all  day  and  all  night.  If  we  want  the  game  to  stop,  we  have  to  end  it. 

[Question]  What  you  just  said  about  not  being  an  advisor  to  just  any  company — 
is  it  this  point  that  prevents  you  from  speaking  of  certain  kinds  of 
techniques,  sir? 

[Answer]  (Laughter)  This.. . I... I  can't  answer...  (Laughter). 

[Question]  Please  tell  us  about  the  time  you  went  in  and  solved  the  Fajip 
Company  dispute.  It  seems  there  was  a  great  deal  of  interest  at  that  time, 
and  it  made  you  a  hero. 


128 


[Answer]  Well...  The  Fajip  case  wasn't  the  first  strike  I  worked  on...  I 
think  it  was  in  early  May  of  1979  when  a  strike  was  called  at  Thai  Rung  Union 
Car,  where  I  had  a  hand  in  solving  a  problem  that  involved  the  firing  of  276 
workers.  Then  in  1980  there  was  a  problem  at  Bridgestone  Rubber  Company  when 
a  strike  was  called  because  one  of  their  demands,  about  a  bonus,  hadn't  been 
met.  At  that  time  we  fired  two  sets  of  workers,  about  24  in  the  first  set  and 
22  in  the  second.  After  that  came  the  Fajip  Company  and  the  Bia  Wathana 
Rubber  factory  where  strikes  were  called  and  we  went  as  far  as  firings.  So 
these  are  the  tricks. . .tactics  of  people  who  get  involved  in  this  field 
(laughter) . 

[Question]  In  the  case  of  Fajip  it  seems  that  you  sent  people  to  photograph 
workers  you  thought  were  breaking  the  law,  for  instance  by  trespassing  in 
the  factory.  It  that  true? 

[Answer]  Yes,  sir...  At  that  time  we  were  using  everything,  sir:  cameras, 
zoom  lenses,  tape  recorders,  underground  negotiations. 

[Question]  How  did  you  use  the  photographs? 

[Answer]  We  used  them,  sir. 

[Question]  You  used  them  in  trespass  cases? 

[Answer]  We  did,  sir. 

[Question]  Were  they  most  important  in  trespass  cases,  or  in  what  other  ways, 
sir? 

[Answer]  We  used  them  for  everything,  sir.  If  you  take  photographs,  you 
have  pictures  that  show  things  clearly. 

[Question]  Did  you  charge  in  court  that  those  you  photographed  were  agitators 
flooding  the  factories,  sir? 

[Answer]  We  could  do  many  things.  For  the  most  part,  their  behavior  showed 
their  intentions.  Think  about  it  for  yourself.  We  take  photos.  Sometimes 
they  smile  boldly  and  ask  us  to  make  them  a  little  prettier,  that  sort  of 
thing...  They  speak  defiantly.  But  they  don't  know  that  while  we're  taking 
pictures  we  have  tape  recorders  on  us  and  we're  getting  it  all.  Then  when  we 
go  to  Labour  Court,  the  court  lets  us  fire  everyone  who  appears  in  these 
photos. 

[Question]  When  there  is  a  strike  that  is  within  the  limits  of  the  labor  laws, 
can  taking  photos  or  making  tapes  still  be  useful  at  trial? 

[Answer]  To  tell  the  truth,  every  kind  (of  record)  is  useful.  At  present  we 
don't  just  take  photos  or  make  tapes.  Now  we've  started  making  videotapes  as 
well,  with  both  picture  and  sound.  Sometimes  the  gist  of  a  labor  problem  is, 
for  instance,  a  matter  between  sides  that  are  bargaining.  Perhaps  when  the 
bargain  is  struck  the  substance  of  it  on  that  occasion  is  not  recorded 
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carefully  and  In  detail  because  time  is  short  and  the  event  is  sudden.  In 
such  cases  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  recording  kept  as  evidence  to  cite. 

[Question]  You've  been  the  representative  of  employers  in  labor  conflicts 
like  this  all  along.  Has  anyone  ever  wanted  to  harm  you,  or  have  you  had  any 
feeling  that  they  might? 

[Answer]  I  myself  haven't  had  any  such  feelings  because  I've  noticed  that  in 
my  20  years  in  labor  circles,  most  of  the  people  who  talk  about  me  do  so  face 
to  face.  There  haven't  yet  been  any  attacks  on  me  in  books  or  articles.  I'm 
sincere  about  labor  problems.  But  I  think  such  things  can  happen  with  labor 
leaders  or  kids  who  have  just  come  into  labor  circles.  But  if  we  analyze  it, 

I  can  say  that  I've  never  done  harm  nor  set  out  to  cause  harm  and  make  them 
resentful.  Even  where  there  have  been  firings,  I  call  the  employees  in  to 
chat  and  let  them  understand  why  it  was  necessary.  In  this  way  I  let  the 
firing  take  place  without  letting  there  be  a  criminal  case  against  you.  That 
should. . .that  should ...  that  should  be  alright  now,  because  if  I  did  bring  a 
criminal  case,  then  surely,  besides  having  to  leave  your  job,  you'd  also  have 
to  go  and  get  the  city  to  withdraw  the  charges.  This  I  don't  want  to  do. 

[Question]  Have  there  been  any  leaflets  attacking  you? 

[Answer]  Not  yet. 

[Question]  Yesterday  we  had  news  of  a  leaflet  that  attacked  you. 

[Answer]  Oh...  I  just  saw  it  yesterday...  As  far  as  I  know  there  is... it’s 
a  leaflet  from. ..it  looks  like... I  just  saw  it  for  the  first  time  sir... 
Really...  I  don't  want  to  say  this  on  tape  at  all  (tape  turned  off). 

[Question]  We'd  like  to  ask  a  final  question.  From  all  your  experience, 
which  problem  are  you  proudest  of  having  solved? 

[Answer]  Well...  There  was  a  textile  company  that  was  failing,  couldn't  go 
on.  When  it  was  finished  we  bought  it.  The  factory  had  a  union.  We  announced 
that  for  the  time  being  we'd  like  to  go  ahead  and  do  business  first,  because 
we'd  just  come  in.  We'd  make  workers'  benefits  as  complete  as  we  could,  but 
for  now  let  no  one  demand  anything  of  us.  Please  let  us  go  ahead  first, 
because  the  company  was  losing  money  and  we  bought  it.  This  the  union 
accepted.  In  my  20  years  of  experience,  this  was  the  first  time  I  was 
impressed.  I  was  impressed  that  there  were  still  men  of  their  word  among 
laborers.  Usually  people  say  there  is  no  civility  among  the  poor.  But  in  the 
union  that  developed  here  I  saw. . .uh. . .they  still  have  civility. 

His  Name  Is  Raksa  Mekhanand 

On  the  discussion  platform  for  officials  of  many  private  industrial  companies, 
Raksa  Mekhanand,  knowledgeable  host,  plump  and  chubby,  big  and  tall,  gradually 
lays  out  experiences  from  encounters  in  the  field  of  labor  problems  in  a 
lazy  voice  that  conceals  an  enormous  control  of  those  who  are  trying  to  learn 
from  him.  The  circumstances  of  many  cases  that  have  passed  before  him  in  a 
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lifetime  are  brought  up  as  examples  to  illustrate  the  techniques  that 
employers  can  really  use  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  big  difficulties 
that  are  always  coming  up  with  the  labor  force.  Each  round  of  discussion 
doesn't  take  long.  Raksa  will  extract  the  gist  of  it  in  very  short  order  and 
fill  out  each  round  with  case  studies.  The  executives'  questions  surge  in 
toward  him. . .Raksa  answers  each  one  clearly  and  does  not  disappoint  the 
audience...  Then  the  strategies  of  pulling  out  knots  in  disputes  with  labor 
unions  are  all  accurately  stored  in  the  minds  of  the  executives. 

Many  labor  leaders  characterize  this  man  as  an  "employers'  hawk."  This  comes 
from  the  game  of  battling  with  laborers  in  which  he  is  deep  and  changeable, 
like  a  man  experienced  in  maneuvering,  so  much  so  that  some  people  refer  to 
him  as  "more  slippery  than  an  eel."  But  these  clever  talkers  haven't  pulled 
off  a  single  strategem  that  matches  those  of  Raksa. 

Raksa  Mekhanand  completed  his  education  in  industrial  administration  at 
California  State  University  and  in  business  administration  at  U.C.L.A. ,  at 
amost  half  his  age  of  44  years.  He  has  been  in  labor  circles  ever  since.  Not 
only  a  labor  advisor  to  many  industrial  companies,  Raksa  is  also  a  director 
of  not  less  than  10  companies  that  are  preoccupied  with  labor  unions,  viz., 
Biawathana  Rubber,  Siam  Manufacturers,  Sahapathana  Investment,  Wiwath 
Industries,  Bangkok  Nylon,  Wira  Engineering,  Super  Tile,  International  Textile 
Factories,  Peace  Pipefitting  Industries,  and  British-Thai  Synthetic  Textiles. 

Besides  this,  he  also  has  positions  in  the  following  organizations  in  the 
labor  field:  He  is  an  Employers'  Conjoint  Judge  of  the  Central  Labor  Court, 
member  of  the  Advisory  Council  for  Labor  Development  at  the  Labor  Department, 
and  member  of  the  committees  of  the  Thai  Textile  Employers  Association,  Thai 
National  Employers  Association,  Private  Management  Association,  Compensation 
Appeals  Subcommittee,  Subcommittee  on  Labor  Relations,  and  Subcommittee  on 
Revision  of  the  Labor  Laws. 

CHATURAT  therefore  had  an  unusual  opportunity  in  meeting  and  talking  with 
Raksa  Mekhanand  and  recording  the  following  conversation,  taken  verbatim  from 
the  tape. 


9943 

CSO:  4207/89  END 


131 


